
June 2016 in France: chasing the Neolithic -  Elly’s notes 
 
I had a conference in the middle of June in Caen, Normandy, and another the end of June in Ghent, 
Belgium. I rented a car in Paris and drove to Caen and then vacationed in Brittany among the spectacular 
Neolithic monuments that remain from 6500 years ago. I also saw family in The Netherland before going 
to Gent. The Brexit vote happened during my stay as did real conversations about the E.U., very 
different from before. One conference participant cancelled because he was ashamed to be British. 
 

 Map of the first part of my trip, with the arrows pointing to some of the major areas I visited in France 
 
Normandy 
I spent four days in Caen, Normandy, which was a city much beloved by William the Conqueror and his 
wife Mathilde. Bayoux, with its famous carpet, is not far but I didn’t visit that. Both William and Mathilda 
built monasteries to convince the pope into ok-ing their marriage. Below are some pictures of Caen. 
 

 Very little but interesting street art  The city of churches 



 A famous recipee from Caen but not for vegans  And more street art 

 Many bookstores… 
 The parking garage I had trouble getting out of! 

 
After Caen, I visited Mont St Michel; its size is immense. Before the church was built, there had been a 
pointed rock – pyramid-like. To construct the church, they first built four crypts around the point and 
then put the church on the plateau formed that way. The building styles vary depending in which ages 
they were built: Norman, to Gothic, to Classic. Once in operation, prisoners were employed – and this 
was a `choice’ assignment for them – to pull up the food and water. Two weeks after I visited the Tour 
de France started here; glad I was out of the way! 
 



 The wheel to pull up supplies  Amazing sight to come upon 
 
 
The Neolithic 
After Mont St Michel, I went further West and visited Barnenez or Kerdi Bras, which is a major 
prehistoric site in that part of the country and Europe in general. Barnenez overlooks the Bay of Morlaix, 
which would have been a river in prehistoric times because the water was much lower. The site consists 
of two major cairns, the oldest of which dates to 4800 BCE. Underneath the rocks are grave chambers 
constructed with slabs of granite (dolmen) that had been exposed due to reuse of the rocks. The 
monument was restored to what we see now in the 1960s. The dolmen have some images but these 
were not visible to visitors; later on, in Locmariaquer and Gavrinis, I got to see the art. 
 

 Barnenez  Carved Barnenez Dolmen (from Wikipedia) 
 
When I started these notes, I was in a pub in Plougasnou, just north of Barnenez, where they had 
internet. I love seeing what people do on a Saturday night. In this town, they were watching the horse 
races; it would have been great being there on a soccer match because I was there during the European 
Championship.  
 
Plougasnou is pretty far north and feels remote. Plou, ker, lan, and loc all have to do with `place’ in 
Breton. Locmariaquer has two of these, before and after Maria, a name obviously adopted after 
Christianity arrived here. Churches in the US are sometimes cutter-cookie designs for particular 
denominations. This seems to me the case in Bretagne as well. Many of the towers have been added to 
older remains but seem similar to each other and made out of concrete block, e.g. the one below in 



Plougasnou. The Catholic church must have had a particular design. In the churches and cemeteries, 
there is still so much reference to people who died in WWI, which is of course 100 years ago now. There 
were Chinese, Australians, and Canadians fighting on the French (and English) side. So many people died 
in that war in Normandy and elsewhere. 
 

Plougasnou church  Monument to WWI 

   

 Australian cemetery around Bayonvillers, so not Normandie/Britanny 
 
The coast at Plougasnou is wonderful; that day the weather was great too! After Plougasnou, I went 
towards Morlaix which, like many other towns, has a harbor. 
 

 Plougasnou beach 
 Morlaix  

 
After Morlaix, I went north again to find some menhirs, the one at Brignogan-Plage has a cross added 
(see below) and can be found in a residential neighborhood; some other sites, marked on the map as 
megalithic, turned out to be medieval (Iliz Koz), and some I couldn’t find. From the NW of Brittany, I 
went to Lannilis and Plouguin to search for the Menhir de Kervignen which I never found, and then to 



Ploudalmezeau and, going towards the coast, there were indeed some rocks, e.g. of Kergadiou, two 
immense menhirs, one of which had fallen. It was truly a trip of discoveries! 
 

 Brignogan-Plage 

         

  Kergadiou menhirs  
 
 
Carnac 
The evening of the second day of my trip into Brittany, I arrived in Auray and then enjoyed the most 
amazing sights on Monday: the many alignments at Carnac, the three monuments at Locmariaquer, and 
breathtaking art at Gravinis island; a little of this art was at Locmariaquer. Carnac pictures are shown 
below. The meaning of the alignments and standing stones is debated as is the organization of the 
society that supported it. It is often assumed that hunter-gatherer societies are non-hierarchical but, as 
people settle down in areas and become agriculturalists, they become more hierarchical and some then 
get buried with more possessions and in a grave by themselves. 
 



 Alignment of Kerzerho 

 Alignment of Menec 
 



 Again, Menec 
 

 Tumulus of Kercado 
 
 
 



Locmariaquer 
Locmariaquer is a little to the east of Carnac. It has three separate monuments, the Tumulus of Er Garh, 
the Table of Merchants, and the fallen giant menhir. 
 

 Er Garh Tumulus, Locmariaquer 
 Dolmen supporting the tumulus 

 
This part of the country has many sites, e.g. the Dolmen Mane Lud and the Rocher Tumulus, in Le Bono. 
 
Gavrinis 
Gavrinis is on an island and, with a guide, you can enter the cairn to see the art on the dolmen. 
Spectacularly beautiful geometric designs. The Appendix has a few more. 
 

 Gavrinis 

  

 



The second day in the Carnac area, I went to see the alignments again, found the Menhir of Manio with 
the stone square, and saw the church of St-Michel that’s built on a tumulus, and a few minor ones, e.g. 
the Mane-Kerioned grave.  
 

De Mario 

       

 

 Tumulus of St Michael 
 



After that, I set out for some lesser known ones outside of Carnac, the Tumulus de Cesar, close to Arzon, 
and the Dolmens le Crapaud and Cairn des Grayes, S of Billiers. After that, N of Redon to two sites, one 
alignment and another empty cairn, much like the Dutch hunebedden. 
 

 Cesar Tumulus  Ambon Church  
 

 South of Billiers, Dolmen de Crapaud  North of Redon, the Cairn de Grayes 
 



 Rocher de Tréal, N of Redon 
 

 Same area, N of Redon 
 
The trip back went via Rennes to Caen and then Amiens. The part towards Caen was confusing because 
the toll road only had gates for passes not paying cars so everyone exited and then didn’t know where 
to go. Out of spite, I tried to go non-toll roads through Bouleville, Yvetot, Yerville, and St Saens, and the 
like. Below are some highlights, the bridge at Le Havre and the Cathedral at Amiens. Spent the night at a 
wonderful converted farm in Bayonvillers. 
 



 Le Havre bridge 
 Amiens Cathedral 

 
From Bayonvillers, via Lille (with loads of Irish European soccer fans), I went to Brussels (where there’d 
be a strike the next day) to see my family in The Netherlands. The weather was terrible but it was a very 
wonderful visit.  
 
The last stop was Ghent which is an old city in East Flanders (going back to the Neolithic). It has houses 
and churches going from medieval to the present and not everything is gentrified. Around each corner 
there is a new set of interesting houses/building styles. The last night I was there, the Belgian soccer 
team lost in the European championship and that was sad. Street art in the center is limited to the 
Werregarenstraat, which is a little `bourgeois’ compared to what I saw coming out of the Antwerp train 
station: that was gorgeous! I also checked out the Tweebruggenstraat and that was limited and bicycle-
themed. 
 

 Gent’s various building styles 



 
 
Appendix on Neolithic and 21st century art 
More on Gavrinis, Locmariaquer, and Carnac 
 

 Gavrinis 

 Gavrinis 



 

 Casts of dolmens at Lomariaquer  
 

 Often said to be the Goddess of Carnac; cast of dolmen 

 From the tumulus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



More Ghent street art 

 Werregarenstraat  

 Groene Ooie   
 

 Tweebruggenstraat and the bicycle 
The end! 


