
 
On visiting NE Arizona in January 2015, notes by Elly van Gelderen 
 
With a friend who had visitors, now also friends, from Italy, I went on a three day tour of the Northeast 
of Arizona and we had a wonderful time and saw a lot and ate good fry bread and stew (mostly me for 
the stew). I used to go to the Navajo Nation a lot but it had been a few years so below, I’ll comment on 
some things I noticed (again). 
 
There had been a snow storm just before we went and everything was covered in white. From Apache 
Junction, we went to Payson and over to Holbrook and to Ganado to visit the Hubbell TP and then to 
Window Rock via St. Michael’s where our Italian friends went to mass in the old Franciscan Mission 
church. To me, this mission that was founded in 1898 has always been interesting because one of its 
priests, Fr. Berard Haile, wrote on the Navajo language and its culture and transcribed/translated many 
stories. He was considered an expert on Navajo spiritual beliefs. The Navajo Tribal Council said that he 
had “more than any other living non-Indian, through close contact with Navajos and the medicine men 
of our tribe and by his indefatigable labor, reduced our language to written form and succeeded in 
preserving for future generations the knowledge of the Navajo history and religion” (1953).  
 

 
St Michael’s Franciscan mission  

Window Rock’s `window’ 
 
Window Rock is the capital of the Navajo Nation and that nation is in a bit of governmental turmoil. 
There should have been elections for Navajo Nation President in the fall of 2014. In the August primary, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berard_Haile


there were 17 candidates with Joe Shirley Jr. and Chris Deschene getting the most votes. Deschene  
ended up being disqualified for “lack of fluency in Navajo” and Russell Begaye was added to the ballot of 
an election that will now not be decided until later this year. Deschene was selected the Navajo Times 
`Person of the Year 2014’. My own sense for this fluency issue is that most younger Navajos are not 
`fluent’ in the traditional sense of the term and this requirement will (have to) be changing. A language 
in such an extreme contact situation can’t stay the same! I saw that, at the Navajo Tribal Park, it says 
that 56% of Navajos aged 5-17 know Navajo and, of the Navajos 18 and older, 83% are fluent. This is a 
huge overestimation. It is a very complicated issue that I could write much more about but won’t. 
 
The park in Window Rock where the above picture of the `window’ is taken is now mainly a monument 
to the code talkers and to Navajos who died during WW2. The military is a popular profession because 
of the 60% unemployment rate. There is of course coal, and now gas and oil and, since the last 5 years, 
gambling in four casinos. Much of this development is controversial, e.g. controversial fracking near 
Chaco Canyon and the Peabody Coal mine near Kayenta that sends its coal by train to Page, to the 
Navajo generating Station where are always issues with air quality and water use etc. A big potential 
boom to the economy made national headlines last year, namely the $554 million settlement with the 
federal government for mismanagement of its assets and resources.  
 
From Window Rock we went North to Tsaile, where Diné College is beautifully situated, and then on to 
Round Rock and Mexican Water and Kayenta to get to Monument Valley from the South. Kayenta is 
named after an Anasazi subgroup - its Navajo name being  Tó Dínéeshzheeʼ (water going in many 
directions)- and it is one of the larger towns in the Navajo Nation. It is the gateway to Monument Valley. 
 

 
Snow in Monument Valley in the afternoon 

 
And in the early morning 

 
From Monument Valley, we went to Mexican Hat for lunch in a wonderful café overlooking the San Juan 
River (with fast floating ice) and then on to Bluff, Montezuma Creek, Aneth, and Teec Nos Pos, which is 
in the four corners area. It has a lot of gas and oil activity. With the drop in oil prices (from about 4 
dollars/gallon to half that in the last part of 2014), there may be less need for ruining the natural beauty 
and perhaps some of the $554 million can go into fighting the abdominal poverty on the `Rez’ by 
encouraging their wonderful art and crafts. 
 
It was great to see Ute Mountain again (`the sleeping Indian’) and to visit the TP in T’iis Názbąs 
(`cottonwood in a circle’), made into Teec Nos Pos. I couldn’t resist that TP’s always very interesting rugs 
so I now have a Spider Woman’s Rug which is beautiful and special with a hole in the middle, as in a 
spider’s web. Spider Woman taught the Navajos to weave, `it is said’, so I need to read up more on that 
type of rug. It is really a beautiful rug! 
 

http://navajotimes.com/
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http://krwg.org/post/groups-support-rejection-fracking-near-new-mexicos-chaco-canyon
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http://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-nn-navajo-nation-settlement-20140924-story.html
http://www.dinecollege.edu/locations/tsaile.php


The next morning we went back to Monument Valley (actually for the 3rd time this trip) and then back 
home via Tuba City and the Hopi Mesas. Until this trip, I had never seen Alon anywhere (see picture 
below) but it took over FINA, which was a Belgian gas company, and now is headquartered in Dallas TX. 

 
Most of the trip from Kayenta to Tuba City is along the above named train line that transports coal to 
Page, AZ. Outside of Tuba City, there is the Hopi village of Moenkopi, important for Hopi agriculture.  
The area in between Tuba City and First Mesa is the Navajo-Hopi disputed land or `former joint use’ 
land. This issue was created by the 1974 Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement Act as far as I know implemented 
by the federal and state governments to control the oil and other resources. Google this issue if you are 
interested; it is appaling!  
 
We had lunch on Second Mesa in the Hopi cultural center and a visit with a Katchina maker, a stop along 
route 66 in Winslow and went back via Payson, in all a wonderful trip. 
 

 
And more Monument Valley! 
 

 
Kayenta, with El Capitan in the background 

 
Moenkopi fields 

http://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/united-states/historical-overview-navajo-relocation

