Esther
Catherine Anuta
Snyder
Applegate

Bond

[Born on January 14,
1906]

A Family of Nineteenth Century Immigrants



Esther Catherine Anuta’s mother, Charlotte Czudowshki was born on
December 9, 1877 in Russia (?), and her fatherhdst S. Anuta was born in
Goroschki, a Ukrainian Village near Zhitomir, on bReary 22, 1871. He
immigrated in 1890, and his bride came to Amenic&893. They were married on
May 5, 1894 in the United States. In a photogragken around 1912, with her
parents and seven siblings [Gustave, Michael,
Albert, Mae, AugustaEsther, Edward and Helen],
Esther looks like a very determined little girlady

to take on life by the horns, witk
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her feet firmly set on the groun?- _ '

and a stubborn, determined a|_

defiant look in her eyes. Born o
January 14, 1906 in Poun
Wisconsin, she was about six years old when th&ungicwas

taken. Her youngest sister, Inez, who is missingmfrthe
photograph, was not yet born. On her mother's s$iokre are
letters of nobility and a heraldry emblem was éskuon
November 7, 1786 to Michael Colestin Biegon vV|d
Czudnochowski. Since there are several familieh tié name of
Czudnochowski, and several ways of spelling the eqaihis not quite clear
whether the title of nobility is on the side of Bst's family, but on her wedding
day, Charlotte Czudnochowski, Esther’'s mother wareery fine dress that made

her look very dignified, like a true von Czudnoclsbw



# ERY "1\ A 1930 photograph shows her mother Charlotte

Yy < : :

. !‘ Czudnochowski Anuta [about 53 years old], still rdul,
with a broad smile and looking happy. Esther musteh

inherited her father’'s looks and her mother’s outgoand
sunny disposition. Esther’'s embrace of life, heilitsbto
make the best of it, her love of people, her resfsediuman
beings, and her curiosity to know them are probatuye in
harmony with her mother’s character who survived lesband by twenty-seven
years. Esther makes friends easily and she is oy of the beautiful people
Czudnochowski. Her mother’'s name is very Polishd @ root ofczudor cud in
Polish [or Russian] means miracle aobny or cudowny means miraculous or
wonderful in Polish.
An American Family in the 20" Century

On October 14, 1925, Esther married Ralph Danmid&r born on April
27, 1903 in Fairbury, Nebraska. They had two ckildrHer son Bruce [born on
January 5, 1927] married June Carol Carlson, agdeJfioorn on March 1, 1929]
married Lyle Chotena. They both grew up on a farrlebraska and have many
stories to tell about their childhood. During WoNdar Il wool brought a good
price, so Esther and her husband raised sheepdny years until one day their
hired hand decided to quit becaue he disliked shBegay, Esther no longer owns
a farm. Instead she takes pride in her six gratdigm [Diane Carol Snyder,
Devon Daniel Snyder; Julie Ann Chotena Sheppardonids Lyle Chotena,
Michael Turner Chotena and Laurie Joyce Chotenall &er five great
grandchildren. When her first husband died on A@ly 1970, she remarried on
November 23, 1971 Dr. Harold Byron Applegate, aapractor by profession. By
this marriage she inherited Mylene Applegate, thegihter of her second husband.



Mylene once sung in the renowned opera La Scaldaipw She and Esther have
always been and still remain the best of friends.

Having become a widow for the second time, Estkararried on August
29, 1975 a Retired Rear Admiral of the United &tatavy, and a World War |l
veteran, Keener Bond Sr. His daughter Phyllis Bdredcock was the best and
oldest American friend of Aleksandra, the “PoorigtoPrincess” as Phyllis used to
call her. Aleksandra, on the other hand preferaedbe called the “Poor Polish
Peasant” because of the energy, stamina, vigod kaork, stubborness and
endurance that we associate with peasantry. ShaftBr Aleksandra arrived
penniless and parentless in Lackawanna, New YoBetalehem Steel town with
rugged winters in upper New York State, Phyllis &ed husband Harvey invited
their new friend to spend Christmas at her fatheosie in Canada, near Toronto.
That Christmas Aleksandra met the Admiral, anduglhohim she eventually met
Esther, shortly before she and the Admiral wererig@rand Esther became Mrs.
Keener Bond.

The Joys of Widowhood

For several years, the Bonds lived in Mesa, Arizdoedore moving to Sun
City, and when the admiral died and Esther becamiglaw for the third time, she
moved to Sierra Winds, a beautiful retirement comitydocated at 17300 N. 88
Street, in Peoria, AZ (85382). On January 14, Xl celebrated at Sierra Winds
her 108' anniversary hosting a dinner party for twelve gsieand then again at
Easter she hosted a dinner for some ten Peopleoudh she has been confined for
several years to a wheel chair, and relies on stfegreveryday living, her vision
and hearing impaired and her voice softer everyr,yshe still remains very
interested in world affairs, politics and her exted family and friends. As part of
her philosohy of life, she often says, “I love yoafid she proves it with great

generosity. In Esther's case, “I love you” is nostja phrase. Before becoming



confined to a wheelchair, she traveled with herbhunsls around the world, from
the Orient and the West to the East and Russiaayl dtbwever, she mostly lives
in the immediate present. Her mind may be a Igkaver but it has hardly lost any
of its sharpness. In one of her recent photogragitesappears all decked out in red
and looks serene.
Rediscovering the Pleasures of Painting

Itis in 1972, when Esther and Dr. Harold Byron Aggate moved to Mesa,
Arizona, that she began to paint, mainly for henifg, friends and relatives to
whom she generously gifted her artwork. She andhhieband lived near a store
that sold canvases and she learned to paint withleite knife and never painted
with a brush. “I must have painted about a thougaaouires for all relatives have
my paintings,” she once confided. Several WomeneinMesa neighborhood took
up golf and others took painting lessons. Dr. Vasme was their instructor. He
saw in Esther a talent for painting and mixing celand wielding with great skill a
palette knife. Encouraged by Dr. Vannerson, Estibek private lessons with him.
Being able to express herself through painting dearesuch great satisfaction and
pleasure that she stayed up at night in her gaoagding cacti and the desert,
flowers and bushes, sometimes using photographsaragide-mémoire to
remember what she had seen during a walk, an qQu#ingexcursion, or a

neighborhood corner. Most of her paintings are desenes signed In a

note to Aleksandra, she explained how she becamagidmpainter:
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When in 1979
Aleksandra . . . moved to

Dobson Ranch in Mesa,
Arizona, the bare walls of her
first home proudly showcased
three paintings by S A

Sedona scene, famous for its



red rocks; a scene near Flagstaff with its pinesirand Picaccio Peak, situated
near Tucson, Arizona, and the sight of a histor@iail War battle. Whenever she
gave away the pictures, Esther would always includeautiful frame that made
the painting look its best. Her very special oilnpags of some thirty years ago
continue spreading joy today. They add a specuathtdo the homes of her family,
relatives and friends making them attractive aedant.
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The book features the heraldry emblem granted tegdh V.
Czudnochowski. The information is taken from theliBeDahlem Secret Archives
pl. CDXVII. It is accompanied by the German textlaan English translation as

follows:

“Acknowledged and confirmed Nobility. Diploma 7 November 1786 granted Michae
Colestin Biegon V. Czudnochowski (gest. 1791), Royal Prussian, Assistainselor for
Insterburg under the name of Biegon V. Czudnochowski with other fangipbars from 22
April and 29 September 1800 and from 17 March 1821 for Samuel [Friedriehpdrd Royal
Prussian Lieutenant. —The family obtained several lands and thessoSeebad Kranz,

Fischhausen. —A more recent branch was Royal Prussian adniomstrAdvisor at

Marienwerder. W Heraldry, Silver with two red bands equally spaced.” [no piagiha

The name of Czudnochowski, was sometimes spelledh&@inowski. In
fact, it had about a dozen different spellingduefced perhaps by German, Polish
and Russian cultures at a time when the borderfSuobpen nations were less

secure and were subiject to fluctuate.
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