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4.0 Grading Scale and Description

Individual assignments are graded using the following scale:

A   = 4.0
B  = 3.0 
C   = 2.0
D   = 1.0

A- = 3.7
B-  = 2.7
C-  = 1.7 
D-  = .7

B+  = 3.3 
C+ = 2.3
D+ = 1.3
E   = .3

No paper = 0


Final Grades are computed using the following scale:

A = 
3.5-4.0






B = 
2.5-3.49






C = 
1.5-2.49






D = 
.5-1.49






E = 
.49 and below


Description of Grades

This is a brief description of what your grades mean in terms of our assignments. Keep in mind that this is not a complete or absolute list of possibilities, but it does account for the general possibilities. Comments that are more specific can be found on your paper. If you have further questions, we can discuss your paper and the specific reasons for your grade. 

If you wish to contest your grade, write me a one-page argument explaining the reasons why you think that your grade should be changed. 

A: Excellent. Exceptional, unusual. Makes me think in a new way, see something differently, understand the subject from a new angle. Extremely interesting thinking, extremely well executed. 

A-: Not quite an A, usually because it isn’t as well or fully executed. 

B: Good. The writer has something interesting to say, shows some individual clarity of perception. A thesis is proposed that stimulates the reader’s thinking. The structure 

serves to develop thought. 

B-: Minimally good. Two possible types: 
Type 1 has something interesting to say, and says it with a decent command. 

Type 2 is an attempt to say something far more complicated and intriguing, but it doesn’t quite realize fully the ideas it launches.

B+: Very good. Has all the qualities of a B paper, but more so. 

C: Acceptable but not distinguished. It begins to communicate some recognizable idea, but it doesn’t surprise, doesn’t invite the reader to more than passing thought. It proposes to argue something that is obvious or is vaguely defined. It doesn’t consider opposing evidence, doesn’t make subtle distinctions, is predictable and safe. 

C-: The above, but only grudgingly, usually because of significant problems with grammar, mechanics, proofreading. 

C+: An “average” paper but could be one of two very different things: 

Type 1 is an extremely competent version of a C paper—i.e., the smoothest, mechanically perfect paper that is still obvious and safe. 

Type 2 is far better than type one. It is an attempt to carry out a truly intriguing idea of design that gets into serious trouble and doesn’t work. The writer had a great intention that is detectable, but was unsuccessful in its “execution” and got all tangled up. This type may be an A paper in its early form.

D: Near-failure to communicate despite a good-faith effort to do so. The paper exists, but it is often incoherent or incomprehensible and is couched in language that fails to communicate its subject and controlling ideas. It could consist of understandable sentences that do not connect or make up a whole; it may also lack any controlling idea. The paper might not address all of the assignment goals.

E: The paper was not handed in, was incomplete in some way, did something unrelated to the assignment (did not follow the assignment goals), or was an obvious attempt to hand in something—anything—without doing the necessary work involved. 
