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Peer Review for Assignment #3
Author: ______________________                Reader:__________________________________

The goal of this assignment is to allow you to see how multiple interpretations co-exist within a culture at the same time. Throughout this project, you will analyze these spaces by looking at the interrelations of these multiple perspectives. We hope that this project will help you to see how our thinking about ourselves and others is shaped both presently and in the past by these multiple interpretations. 

This assignment requires that you:

-locate and define the multiple perspectives currently operating in relation to an issue

-map out the positions (arguments) taken by various groups

-define an informed position on the topic
-situate your position in relation to the positions you've uncovered during your research.

Try not to focus on GMP (grammar, mechanics, and punctuation) errors.

Directions:
1. Quietly read the entire draft through once, perhaps circling or checking problematic sentences or paragraphs.

2. Read the goals for Assignment #3.

3. Read the peer review questions.

4. Then read the paper again and now answer the questions as fully and honestly as you hope your reader will for you. Use a separate sheet of paper and put your name on it.

Peer Review Questions:
1. What is the cultural issue that the author is addressing? Does the author use specific examples to help focus and clarify the issue? If yes, then what are they and how are they effective/ineffective? Give some suggestions to help the author improve his/her writing.

2. Has the author effectively located and defined all (at least three) the different perspectives on the issue? What are they? Can you name some perspectives that he/she missed? 

3. As a reader, has the author sufficiently defined and researched each perspective so that you feel well informed about each perspective? Can you suggest other views that are not addressed within each perspective (in other words, needs more research on that perspective)? Are some perspectives explored more thoroughly than others? Is this a problem? Why do you think so?

4. What kinds of sources has the author cited? How credible are they to you? Would other sources be more credible?

5. From what perspective is the author writing? Does the paper reveal a bias, in either the culture or the paper? If so, explain.

6. Does the author address hidden investments that certain groups might have that can influence their position? For example, the Juiceman has other reasons besides your health when he promotes vegetable juice and vitamins for healthy living. He wants to sell more juicers to make more money, right? Does the author point out these investments? 

7. Does the author’s reading of various positions on the issue seem fair and accurate? Are you convinced of the author’s knowledge of the issue and the positions? What could the author do to strengthen his/her authority (i.e.. cite sources, depth of research, quantity of research, etc)? 

8. As a reader, what did you enjoy about this paper? Were there parts that peaked your interest that you wish the author would explore in more detail? Which parts and why?

9. Circle/highlight a favorite passage or sentence from this paper and mark it with a “+”. What makes this passage or sentence work for you? Is it a certain technique, tone, method of description, or some combination that makes it successful?

10. Which words or phrases seem particularly effective, vivid, and memorable? Do any seem dull, vague, unclear or inappropriate for the audience? Are definitions provided for technical or other terms that the reader might not know?

11. Describe at what points the writing becomes less interesting or confusing (you may wish to circle/highlight or mark these sections as well). What changes or elaboration could be made to make the writing clearer? Is there anything missing or unanswered for you as a reader?

12. Overall, does the paper achieve and goals of the assignment? Briefly, summarize what positions are addressed in the paper. Where does the author reveal his/her own perspective on the issue? In what ways does the author’s perspective relate to the other positions on the issue? Point to specific passages in the paper. Has the paper changed your opinion on the issue? If so how?  

13. Try to write a one-sentence summary of the main idea or topic in each paragraph. Circle/highlight the paragraphs that may contain more than one main idea or argument and mark it with a “P?”

14. Do you feel like you have an understanding of the issue and its position now?

15. Is the style suited to the subject? Is it too formal? Too casual? Too technical? Too bland?

