Fill out this form if you want a letter for from Dr. Gould for an application to:

Medical/Dental/Pharmacy/Ophthalmology/Veterinary school etc.

When completing this form, please give your responses in BLACK, NOT BLUE OR RED, and please do not delete the questions, in blue, or I will not know what question you are answering. There are various versions of this form floating around and I need to know which one you are submitting.

Remember, everyone applying to medical/dental etc school will be saying that they wanted to be a doctor/dentist etc since they were a child, just about all will do well in my class, all will be volunteering at a hospital/dental office etc.  If this is all I know about you then this is all I will be able to write and your letter will be "generic".  If you want a good letter, you need to help me!

Name:

Email address:

Phone Number:

Major and expected graduation date:

1.  What school are you trying to get into, medical, dental, pharmacy etc?

2. Why do you want to be a doctor/dentist/pharmacist/vet etc., SPECIFICALLY, I need to understand your MOTIVATIONS?

3. What do you think that you will do with your degree? (e.g. specialize, family practice etc?)  (you may not yet have an answer to this one, that is OK)

4. What is your GPA, and what grades did you/do you think you will get in my class(es)?  Which semester did you take my classes? Did you take both semesters with me?
5. What do you think that your application needs to "look like" for you to be accepted into the medical/dental/pharmacy/vet school of your choice?

6. BRIEFLY list your volunteer work (not including hospitals etc, see the next question for that).
7. Apart from the volunteer work above, what have you done to convince the schools you are applying to that you are dedicated to your career of choice?  This usually means hours spent in hospitals, dental offices, vet offices etc., i.e. what have you done to convince them that you know what you are getting into, you have enough experience to know that you will really like the field you are trying to get into and how you will contribute to that field.
8. What makes your application "different", what do you think that I need to write about you that will be most helpful?  THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION ON THIS FORM. Remember, all of your competitors are highly motivated, and everybody is doing lots of volunteer work, this isn't "different". What I don't want here is a repeat of your motivations, volunteer work, good grades etc, I need to know what makes you "exceptional".  You will also need to BE SPECIFIC.  If you say that you are trustworthy or dedicated, then you will need to provide supporting EXAMPLES.  If you say that you are organized, then PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE, you get the point.  If you can't think of anything to write here, you’re your application will look like everybody elses, which is clearly not a good thing.

9. Have you taken the MCAT, DAT, PCAT etc.?  If so, what was your score, if not, what are your practice scores and when will you take it.  Did you/do you plan to take a prep course?

10.  Which schools will you apply to, and why?  Do you know the average scores on the MCAT/DAT/PCAT etc. and average GPA for the incoming classes for these schools?

11. If you are a dental or medical school applicant, will you apply to the new local schools, and why/why not?

12. What life experiences do you have that make you stand out from the crowd (that are not included in #8 above)?

13. Are there any ways in which your student "career" has been unusual (that are not included in #8 above)?

14. Were you born in the Valley, have you lived here all of your life, have you traveled extensively?

15. What Jr. High and High Schools did you attend, were they public or private?  Was there anything significant about your Jr. High/High school science experiences (there may not be!)?
16. Do you work extensively outside school to support yourself, do you support a family, does your family support you?

17. Who else will write letters for you?

Please give me a HARD COPY of this form (don't just email it to me), TOGETHER with a cv or resume, and a copy of your personal statement if you have it, even if it is only in rough draft form AND please include a photograph so that I can match a face to your name if necessary.
Please also give me a SIGNED copy of the green Pre-Health waiver form.  Give me all of these materials TOGETHER, if you give me these various pieces separately, then some or all of them will probably get lost!

