
CHM 598 : Photochemistry : Spring 2005 : Homework 2, due Feb 3rd
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# the atomic orbital on the alcohol oxygen that contains the single electron 
after the H atom abstraction is assumed to be a p orbital, based on the fact 
that the methyl radical is flat. The relative energies of the two p orbitals on 
the oxygen atoms is debatable, of course, they are probably similar. 
However, their relative ordering doesn't matter to the outcome of the 
problem, you could prove this to yourself if you like!
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