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To the Instructor

The Writing and Reading Activities for each topic chapter reinforce the vocabulary and
structures presented in Let’s Speak Vietnamese. After completing a corresponding subsection in the
textbook, the instructor can assign the appropriate exercises in the Workbook/Laboratory Manual.
This section provides a variety of exercises to help students practice using new vocabulary and
grammar points introduced in the lessons of the main text and develop reading and writing skills.
Some of these exercises can be done as group or pair activities in class or as homework.

The Listening Activities section contains activities and questions based on the dialogues,
monologues, or narratives recorded in the accompanying audio program. We have made every effort
to provide the students with authentic-sounding Vietnamese discourse, in both dialogues and
monologues. However, in most exercises the instructions and questions are given in English, so that
the students do not have to spend a lot of time decoding written Vietnamese. In most of the listening
activities, students can answer the questions without understanding every word in the recording.
These activities can be done in class, language laboratory, or at the students’ home. All the spoken
material for the Listening Activities is recorded in the audio program and the audio script are included
in the Instructor’s Manual.

Except for those exercises that require personalized and/or creative answers, the answers to all
the writing, reading, and listening exercises are included in the Instructor’s Manual.



To the Student

The Writing and Reading Activities section gives you the opportunity to use the vocabulary,
expressions, and structures presented in the textbook as you practice expressing your ideas and
thoughts in Vietnamese. We recommend that you go over the list of new vocabulary and structures
presented in the lesson first. Then, the exercises in this section will provide extra practice and
reinforcement for the vocabulary and structures you have just learned.

The Listening Activities section provides you with the opportunity to listen to spoken
Vietnamese in a variety of contexts and to practice and test your listening skills. These listening
exercises include multiple choice, true-false questions, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer responses
for you to work on while listening to the audio files or after listening stage. The written instruction in
English explains the tasks and usually provides you with a general idea of the context and the
speakers of the dialogues or narratives. Remember that you do not have to understand every words
you hear in order to complete the exercises.

Before doing the exercises in the Listening Activities section, we recommend following
these steps:

1. Read the instruction to understand the topic and context of the recording. Then, guess

what vocabulary might be used and figure out how much of it you already learned and

know.

Review and study carefully the vocabulary given after the instruction.

3. Listen to the recording once to figure out the gist, go over the information mentally, and
absorb the vocabulary and structures used by the speaker (s).

4. Read the task questions and figure out what type of specific information you will need to

get to answer them.

Now, listen to the recording again and concentrate on the information you need.

6. If you are doing listening exercises at home as homework, you can listen to the recording
as many times as necessary.
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The recording can also be used to improve your pronunciation. After you are able to comprehend the
gist of a recorded segment and complete task questions, listen to it again and pay attention to the
speaker’s pronunciation, intonation, and rhythm. Then, repeat after them and mimic them.
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