English 221 (#78374)

Survey of English Literature I (Fall 2003)

Tuesdays, 6:05 – 8:55 PM (LL 40)
Professor Mark Lussier

I. Pertinent Information


Office Hours



Tuesdays = 3:00-4:30 PM;



Wednesdays = 12:00 – 3:00 PM



Thursday = By Appointment


Office = LL 547C


Phone = 480.965.3925


E-Mail = mark.lussier@asu.edu

Web Page = www.public.asu.edu/~idmsl 

II. Textbooks


The Norton Anthology of English Literature I (7th Edition)

III. The Course


This course, crafted primarily for English majors and minors—as well as those seeking to fulfill Humanities and/or Historical Awareness designations inside of the General Studies curriculum (see current catalogue, pp. 36-45). Generally, the course explores in ascending historical sequence the development of English Literature from its origins to its highest ‘formal’ refinement during the opening decades of the Eighteenth Century, beginning with Beowulf and extending to the ‘golden age of satire’. The progression through the materials will be, as stated historical, yet within each ‘period’ (a term somewhat contested in English Studies) the materials will be thematically organized to present lines of force designed to augment, even complicate, the historical by exploring more dynamic aspects of literary history. Thus, while the historical axis focuses on radical disjunctures or differences, the thematic axis focuses on formal and cultural continuities not necessarily ‘captured’ in purely ‘period’ designations.

IV. Course Requirements


Given the large number of students enrolled this semester (a full compliment of 38) and the amount of material to be covered, the reading pace for the class will be brisk but fair. The format for the class will be somewhat ‘schizophrenic’ in that lectures, discussions, assignments, and presentations will shape a part of our collective endeavor. Generally, I will put into play certain concepts in the opening section of the class via lecture and for generating discussion (approximately 60-75 minutes). We will then take a short break (5-10 minutes). In the second section of the class, discussion should provide transition to critical dialogue, discrete assignments, and class presentations, when these are scheduled (see below).


There will be both midterm and final examinations. Examinations will cover all assigned reading (even in the unlikely event that they were not discussed in class), all information appearing in period and author introductions, all lectures, and all class discussion. As well, there will be three writing assignments designed to move you from explication (750-1,000 words) through comparative analysis (1,200-1,500 words) to the construction of a research paper (2,000-2,500 words). As each of these assignments approaches, I will provide greater detail regarding the specific aspects of each assignment. Participation—defined as attendance, reading preparation, participation in class activities, completion of all assignments, etc.—does impact your grade. Your grade will be calculated based on a traditional 10-point grading scale (with both + and – within each grade) in the following manner:

Midterm Exam



20%

Final Exam




20%

Essay 1




10%

Essay 2




10%

Essay Three




30%

Participation




10%

V. Semester Schedule

Aug 26

Review Syllabus



Introduction to the Course

The Questing Subject

Sep 02

The Middle Ages (1-22)


Bede, An Ecclesiastical History (23-6)



Beowulf (29-98)

Sep 09

Middle English Literature (156)



Sir Gawain & The Green Knight (156-209)

Sep 16

Geoffrey Chaucer, The General Prologue (210-35);



The Miller’s Prologue and Tale (235-51)

Sep 23

Julian of Norwich (355-66)



Margery Kempe (366-79)



Everyman (445-68)



Essay 1 Due

An Anatomy of Forms

Sep 30

The Sixteenth Century (469-99)



Sir Thomas More, Utopia (503-25)



Frobisher’s Voyages to the Arctic (889-4)



Drake’s Circumnavigation of the Globe (894-7)

Oct 7

Tyndale, “The Obedience of a Christian Man” (542-4)



Calvin, “The Institution of Christian Religion” (544-7)



Spenser (614-6), The Fairie Queene, Book I  (selections)



Queen Elizabeth (593-99)

Oct 14

Lyly, “Euphues: The Anatomy of Wit” (909-12)



Sidney, The Defense of Poesy and “The Nightingale” (932-55)



Shakespeare, Sonnets (selections)



Midterm Examination

Oct 21

Marlowe, Doctor Faustus (991-1025)

An Archaeology of Culture

Oct 28

The Early Seventeenth Century (1209-33)



Donne, “The Flea,” “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,” “Holy Sonnet 


5” and “Holy Sonnet 14” (1233-70)



Herbert, “The Collar” (1609-10)



Crashaw, “The Flaming Heart” (1640-3);



Jonson, “Song: To Celia” (1402)



Carew, “A Rarture” (1661-4)



Essay 2 Due

Nov 4

Jonson, Volpone, or The Fox (1303-92)



Nashe, Pierce Penniless (1202-4)

Nov 11

NO CLASS (Veterans Day)

Nov 18

Milton, Areopagitica (1801-11) and Paradise Lost (selections)



Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress (2132, 2137-45)

The Satiric Imagination

Nov 25

The Restoration & The Eighteenth Century (2045-70)



Dryden, “Mac Flecknoe” (2099-2106)



Rochester, “The Imperfect Enjoyment” (2162-65) and “A Ramble in St. 



James Park” (Xerox)



Butler, Hudribras (2155-62)

Dec 02

Dryden, “An Essay of Dramatic Poesy” (2114-2119)



Congreve, The Way of the World (2215-80)



Essay 3 Due
Dec 09

Pope, The Rape of the Lock (2525-44) and “An Essay on Man” (2554-61)



Swift, Gulliver’s Travels, Part 4 (2428-72)

Dec 16

Final Examination
