A Co-Taught Dialogue for Spring 2006

ENG 414 SIL: The Linguistic Study of Romantic Literature SLN 51254

ENG 425 SIR: The Linguistic Study of Romantic Literature SLN 02371

4:40 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Wednesday s NUR 004

This course has a two-fold purpose in keeping with its cross-listed status: 1) to introduce English majors to the linguistic study of poetry and 2) to explore the cultural background to and the literary structure within the work English Romantic artists William Blake, Percy Shelley, John Keats, Mary Wollstonecraft and others. 

Instructors Dr. Mark Lussier and Dr. Dawn Bates

This class will engage advanced students in the English literature and English linguistics.  Co-taught by a Romantic literature professor and a linguistics professor, the course will highlight dialogue about Romantic texts among literary scholars and linguists. The professors will model that dialogue and will draw the students into it as well. The texts of primary interest will be from the Romantic poetic tradition defined as the period between 1780 to 1830. The linguistic theories of primary interest will be generative theories of metrical verse and rhyme. No prior expertise in Romanticism or literary linguistics is assumed or necessary.
Required Texts

Fabb, Language and Literary Structure


Fussell, Poetic Meter & Poetic Form

Mellor and Matlak, British Literature, 1780-1830
Required Work

The requirements are rather straightforward and include a midterm, a final, four short quizzes, and two papers. Attendance is required, although we will probably not take roll every class, but excessive absences (anything beyond two) can result in reduction of the final grade for the course. We expect you to complete all reading and any assignments before you arrive for class; your final grade will be calculated as follows:

	Midterm 
	20%

	Final 
	20%

	Quizzes 
	20%

	Paper 1 
	10%

	Paper 2 
	20%

	Participation 
	10%

	Total 
	100%


VI. Description of Assignments/Due Dates

A. Midterm and Final (see syllabus)

B. Paper One: Select any poem (or section of a poem) not assigned for the class, and drawing upon class discussion and secondary reading, analyze the poetic construction of a particular element of the Byronic hero (e.g. hidden secret, existential isolation, ideological independence etc.). The paper is due on February 28. The scale for the paper should be approximately 4-5 pages, and the paper should offer your best analytic prose.

C. Paper Two: Construct your own small scale (8-10 pages) research topic (either thesis of problem resolution driven), and drawing upon the secondary reading for the course, as well as at least five other sources, strive to prove that thesis and/or answer your research question. The paper is due on April 27 th.

