HON 272:  The Human Event II

Spring 2011

	Dr. Jacquie Scott
Office: Sage South 159

Email: jacquie.scott@asu.edu

Phone: 480/965-6780


	Classes:    TTH 9:00, 10:30 a.m.                   
Office Hours:        T 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.

W 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

                       & by appointment

                  


HON 272 is the second class of a two-semester interdisciplinary seminar for students in Barrett, the Honors College at ASU.  This course emphasizes critical thinking and argumentative writing while focusing upon multicultural works that investigate the nature and purpose of human experience.  Texts come from disciplines such as literature, history, religious studies, philosophy, political science, biology, sociology, and art. 

Aims:

· To improve the student's critical thinking, reading, writing, and speaking skills;

· To refine the student's ability to compose persuasive oral and written arguments;

· To broaden the student’s cultural background and historical awareness while cultivating multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural perspectives;  

· To instill academic discipline in preparation for advanced honors courses.
Required Texts:

· Online Reader: texts and images posted to our 272 Blackboard 
· Barber of Seville & Marriage of Figaro by Pierre de Beaumarchais (Penguin Classic)

· The Classic Slave Narratives.  Ed. HL Gates. (New American Library)
· Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson (Signet Classic)

· Survival in Auschwitz by Primo Levi (Touchstone)
· No Exit and Three Other Plays by Jean-Paul Sartre (Vintage: 0679725164)
· Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt (Scribner)

· Our 272 blackboard at myasu.edu features links to online readings and music, focus questions, and other required course materials.  Use of this web tool is mandatory.
Graded Assignments:  

Required assignments consist of quality participation in class discussions and other in-class activities (25%), portfolio of student-generated discussion questions and reading responses posted to the class blackboard (10%), three argumentative essays (60%), and a collaborative final exam project (5%). You must complete all assignments to pass this class. Participation and Essay Grading Criteria are posted on the class blackboard.

Assignments and in-class activities seek to fulfill the course objectives in the following ways:

Class Participation (25% of course grade)

Students will shape the discussion and refine critical reading, thinking, and speaking skills by bringing in questions about the reading, participating in round-robin concept or plot summaries, responding analytically to questions posed by the instructor and fellow students, supporting ideas with textual or logical evidence, posing and addressing counter-arguments, and interacting with other class members by supporting or challenging the ideas under consideration.  We’ll have plenty of opportunities to practice articulating our views orally by speaking in a non-threatening seminar environment.  

· Focus Questions posted on blackboard fuel critical thinking and class discussion by helping students to read critically during their first encounter with a text; they help us look beyond the surface plot or statements for larger thematic concerns.  Ideally, students will formulate responses to these questions before coming to class, so that we can get right into lively discussions.  Students should also bring in their own questions from the reading for each class.

· Knowledge Testing Activities, such as Human Event Jeopardy reinforce key concepts and information from our reading in a fun, competitive team format.  

· The Human Event Players: Students will have opportunities to act out scenes from dramatic pieces we’re reading this semester, which can enhance the enjoyment and learning of dramatic works for both the actors and audience.  
Portfolio of Reading Responses and Student-Generated Discussion Questions (10% of course grade); these exercises strengthen your critical reading skills, help you prepare for class discussion, demonstrate your personal engagement with a text in less formal prose than is required in the three academic essays, and allow you to practice various critical and possibly creative writing techniques.  Some responses will be take-home exercises that will be submitted to the blackboard in digital format; others may be written during the first ten minutes of class.  At the end of the semester, you will submit all of this work to blackboard in an online portfolio format and receive a collective grade at that time.  
Argumentative Academic Essays (25%, 25% and 10% of course grade) allow students to showcase the intellectual skills they practice each week.  These papers require students to read and think critically, to synthesize course material, to identify significant cross-cultural connections, and to craft polished, insightful arguments that adhere to the conventions of standard academic prose.  In addition to the paper copy due to my office by 2:00 p.m. on essay due dates, you will be required to submit an electronic version of your formal papers to Blackboard Safe Assignment by 5:00 p.m. on those dates.  

Collaborative Final Exam Projects (5% of course grade) encourage students to synthesize major class themes, to apply insights to contemporary culture, and to share their ideas with class members in creative written and oral formats.  This assignment also allows students to develop teamwork skills, one of the things ASU graduates say they most value after they enter the workforce.   

Policies and Procedures:

Plagiarism: Knowingly presenting another person's language or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism.  Don’t do it.  Repercussions will include failure of the paper AND failure of the course, and may include referral to the Student Conduct Committee of the University and expulsion from the University.  Plagiarism, the theft of intellectual property, is a serious crime that completely undermines everything we are trying to accomplish in this course.  If you have any questions, come talk to me.

Attendance: Attendance and preparation are extremely important in a discussion-based, collaborative learning class such as this one, so the absence policy is strict:

· If you miss more than two classes, your participation grade will be lowered by 1/3 grade per absence in excess of the two “freebies.”  

· Any student who exceeds six absences will automatically receive a final course grade no higher than a C.  

· Bring the assigned text to class each day; otherwise, you will be marked absent.  

· Arriving late to class more than twice will detrimentally affect your participation grade.

If you must miss a class, make sure you check the class blackboard the following day and contact a classmate to find out if you missed any announcements or changes to the syllabus.  Feel free to let me know ahead of time if you will be missing an upcoming class so that we can discuss any plans for that session.

Due Dates and Late Assignments:  Readings and other assignments are due at the BEGINNING of the class period indicated on the syllabus. If you have a documented, valid excuse to turn in an assignment after a deadline (serious illness, family emergency, etc.) I must be informed as soon as possible prior to the due date. Otherwise, formal papers turned in after the due date and time will be marked down a full letter grade per class period late. This policy applies to the first two formal academic essay papers only; I cannot accept late reading responses, discussion questions, or final essays.  

Course Content

In this class we will engage with material containing adult content that may include profane language and graphic sexuality.  If you have concerns regarding this aspect of the course, come see me at the beginning of the semester.

Student Conduct 
Students must conduct themselves according to the ASU policies posted online at http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial.  These include the ASU Student Code of Conduct and the Student Academic Integrity Policy.  

The Barrett Writing Center  
Directed by BHC faculty and staffed by BHC writing tutors who themselves have completed both semesters of The Human Event, the Barrett Writing Center offers individual tutoring on writing argumentative essays for the Human Event.  For more information, go to http://honors.asu.edu/ and click on "Current Students."  Under Barrett Writing Center, you then can access tutoring schedules, appointment information, and academic background on the staff.
Miscellaneous:

· If your cell phone rings in class, I get to answer it.  Really.

· Did you know that a class syllabus is, legally speaking, a binding contract?

TTH Schedule of Classes
Readings are to be completed before class on the date indicated below.  Bring the assigned text to class each day, as you will often be called upon to support your views with textual evidence.  If you do not have the text, you’ll be marked absent.  To meet the emerging needs of the class, this schedule is subject to change; any changes will be announced in class.

	Week 1
	

	Jan 18   
	Introduction to class

	 Jan 20
	Locke, from The Second Treatise on Civil Government [1690]   

Seminar Participation Guidelines 
Seminar Participation acceptance due to our blackboard Discussion Board by 
5:00 p.m.  Your post should (1) indicate that you have read and accept the Seminar

Participation Guidelines discussed in class, and (2) introduce yourself to the community of Human Event students on our blackboard (i.e., students from all of my sections)

	Week 2
	

	Jan 25
	Rousseau, “On the Origin of Inequality among Men” [1754]

	Jan 27
	Swift, "A Modest Proposal" [1729]

	
	

	Week 3
	  

	Feb 1
	Beaumarchais, The Barber of Seville [1773]

	Feb 3
	Kant, "What is Enlightenment?" [1784]; “Backgrounds on the Enlightenment” 

	 
	  

	Week 4
	

	Feb 8
	Beaumarchais, The Marriage of Figaro [1778]

	Feb 10

  
	Declaration of Independence [1776]; Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen [1789]; Declaration of the Rights of Woman [1791]

	Fr, Feb 11


	By 5:00 p.m., (1) submit a complete draft of your paper to Blackboard and (2) email a complete draft of your paper to your reviewers.

	
	

	Week 5
	

	Feb 15
	Essay Review Workshop

	Feb 17
	Responses to the French Revolution by Price, Burke, Wollstonecraft, and Paine 

	Fr, Feb18
	Paper #1 due to my office by 2:00 p.m. Blackboard submission due by 5 p.m.


	Week 6
	

	Feb 22
	Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass in Classic Slave Narratives [1845]; Read “Letter from Wendell Phillips” and Chapters 1-11.  

	Feb 24
	Darwin, Kant, Hume 

	 
	

	Week 7
	

	Mar 1
	Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl in Classic Slave Narratives [1861]

Introductory material (title page, preface by the author, etc.) and Chapters 1-25.

	Mar 3
	Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, 26-41;  

Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” [1928] 

	
	

	Week 8
	  

	Mar 8
	Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde [1886]

	Mar 10
	Eugenics Readings I 

	
	

	Week 9
	Spring Break


	
	 

	Week 10
	

	Mar 22
	Eugenics Readings II 

	Mar 24
	Harlem Renaissance Poetry: Hughes [1932], McKay [1919-2]; Cullen [1925], Meeropol [1936] 

	
	

	Week 11
	

	     Mar 29
	Marie Curie, Autobiographical Notes from Pierre Curie [1923] 

	Mar 31
	Sartre, "Existentialism is a Humanism" [1946] 

	Fr, Apr 1
	By 5:00 p.m. Friday (1) email a complete draft of your paper to your reviewers and (2) submit to Blackboard.

	
	

	Week 12
	

	Apr 5
	Sartre, No Exit [1944]

Deadline for completing essay reviews

	Apr 7
	Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” [1936] and “Politics and the English Language”; McCauley, “Minute on Education”

	Fr, Apr 8


	Paper #2 due to my office by 2:00 p.m., blackboard submission by 5:00 p.m. 

	Week 13
	

	Apr 12
	Levi, Survival in Auschwitz [1947/1958]

	Apr 14
	Gandhi (b. 1869 - d. 1948), Selected Political Writings

	
	

	Week 14
	

	      Apr 19
	McCourt, Angela’s Ashes [1996]

	Apr 21
	Arendt, from Eichmann in Jerusalem [1963] 

	
	

	Week 15
	

	Apr 26
	Finish Angela’s Ashes

	Apr 28
	Puccini, La Boheme [1896]; RENT! [1996]

	
	

	Week 16
	

	May 3
	Class Project

	
	

	F, May 6 
	Paper #3 and portfolio due in my office by 2:00 p.m.  Electronic Submission due by 5:00 p.m.
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