	HON 272 Argumentative Essay Evaluation Criteria

	

	INTRODUCTION 

&

THESIS

	· Responds explicitly to one of the assigned paper prompts

· Introduces authors and texts focused upon in the essay
· Offers a logical, text-based, insightful argument based on a close and critical reading of the text(s)
· Highlights non-obvious nature of thesis via counter-arguments and/or specificity of ideas

· Includes a “road map,” that is a forecast of the specific sequence of ideas that will appear in the paper

	CONTENT 

 
	· Subordinates summary to analysis

· Presents sufficient and compelling evidence that illustrates claims
· Provides substantive, logical development of ideas via counter-arguments and clear, detailed explanations of evidence/quotations

· Demonstrates an in depth understanding of the ideas in the assigned reading and critically evaluates/responds to those ideas in an analytical, persuasive manner
· Integrates textual evidence to eliminate “orphan quotations” 

· Addresses the “so what?” issues of relevance in concluding paragraph(s)

	ORGANIZATION 

 
	· Creates a clearly identifiable introduction, body, and a conclusion
· Provides identifiable, focused topic sentences that highlight critical ideas and their relation to the thesis
· Follows logical sequence of ideas

· Provides cohesive paragraph structure--each paragraph develops only one central idea and employs devices such as relational phrases within and between paragraphs

	LANGUAGE USE 

  
	· Demonstrates mature sentence style by employing sentence variety and sentence combining

· Uses gender-neutral language to refer to people in general
· Employs a mature, college-level vocabulary (varied, sophisticated word choice fairly free of passive verb construction)
· Avoids word/usage errors in verb tense, diction, subject-verb agreement, etc.

	MECHANICS 


	· Follows formatting/length instructions for the assignment
· Avoid errors in spelling, punctuation, etc. (i.e., has been proofread)

	TOTAL SCORE: _____


