2008 Athens, Crete, Rome Honors Summer Study Abroad

Program Syllabi

Hon 394: Writing about Self and Place
Dr. Jacquie Scott Lynch
Setting off to see another country, I set off to see what is more 
grandly other—whole cultures, geographies, languages.  
Who am I in the new place? And who are they who live there?


-Frances Mayes

Cultural curiosity and literary expression go together in wonderful ways.  This class studies modern travel writing and provides a means for students to document their own experience as individuals studying ancient and modern cultures and peoples. Students will engage in a variety of writing assignments while studying abroad and select which works to revise for submission in the final portfolio.  Types of travel writing students may produce include Memoir, Research Essays as part of a larger project (e.g., as a step in your Honors Thesis or Fulbright Application) or for publication (e.g., in College or Alumni Magazines); Journalism (e.g., travel pieces for publication in the State Press or other media such as your hometown newspaper or a class-produced “webzine”); Short Fiction (e.g., a story told in postcard format), Blogs such as ASU’s Global Café; and exceptionally detailed, lively Letters to family and friends back home.  
Class Meetings & Field Trips:

Attendance is required at all class meetings and field trips identified on the program syllabi for Scott and Facinelli courses. In addition to preparing to discuss readings, students will also have writing exercises to prepare for each class meeting and following each field trip. Bring a notebook to take notes for your travel journal and responses.     

Missing one class or field trip will result in a full grade deduction from the class participation (20% in each class). Missing two classes or field trips will result in 0% for class participation, and any further missed class or field trip will result in an E for the courses.

Course Reader:

In order to minimize book weight, I’ve put together a course reader that contains excerpts from a variety of travel writing (see below).  Purchase the required course reader from Alternative Copy Shop; it’s listed as HON 394 for Dr. Scott Lynch.  Alternative Copy is at 715 S. Forest Ave, on the corner of University & Forest; it’s best to call ahead (480.829.7992) and make sure they have a copy available for you.  If they run out, it can take up to 24 hours to fill your order, so purchase your copy at least a few days before you leave Tempe.  
Grading:

15%
Writing about Self and Place Assignments written in Athens, Crete, Rome

15%
Field Trip Journal Responses written while in Athens, Crete, and Rome
20%
Class participation, including analysis of course readings 
50%
Athens, Crete, Rome Class Portfolio due September 2, 2008

Course Reader Contents: 
Doerr, Anthony.  Four Seasons in Rome.  New York: Scribner, 2007.

Durrell, Lawrence.  The Greek Islands.  New York: Viking P, 1978.

Fussell, Paul, ed.  The Norton Book of Travel. New York: W.W. Norton, 1987.  Introduction and works by Mark Twain, D.H. Lawrence, and Truman Capote, 

Gilbert, Elizabeth.  Eat, Pray, Love.  New York: Penguin Books, 2006.

Mayes, Frances. Under the Tuscan Sun: At Home in Italy.  New York: Broadway Books, 1996.

Miller, Henry.  The Colossus of Maroussi.  New York: New Directions, 1941.

Theroux, Paul.  The Pillars of Hercules.  New York: G.P. Putnam, 1995.

Twain, Mark.  The Innocents Abroad.  1869; rpt. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Wharton, Edith.  “Roman Fever.”  The World Over.  New York: D. Appleton, 1936.

ARC Blackboard
A number of additional writing reference tools will be available on our program Blackboard for use throughout the summer.

Course Content

Our course materials contain adult content such as profane language and reflections on sexuality.  If you have concerns regarding this aspect of the course, come see me before you leave for Europe.

Required activities before you leave for Europe:

· Read NPR piece, “Study Abroad Students Gone Wild in Italy?” 
· Contact a possible publication source for your travel writing (your hometown newspaper, the State Press, LUX – ASU’s undergraduate creative review, your college magazine) to discuss their possible interest in publishing something you could research and write for them.  If you are planning to apply for a Fulbright, contact Dr. Janet Burke in ASU’s Ofice of National Scholarship Advisement regarding essay requirements.
HON 494: Life & Culture of Early Greece & Rome

Dr. Diane Facinelli
Class Meetings & Field Trips:  Attendance is required at all class meetings and field trips identified on the program syllabi for Scott and Facinelli courses. Missing one class or field trip will result in a full grade deduction from the class participation (20% in each class). Missing two classes or field trips will result in 0% for class participation, and any further missed class or field trip will result in an E for the courses. In addition to preparing to discuss readings, students will also have writing exercises to prepare for each class meeting and following each field trip. 

Grades:  Grades will be determined on the following basis:

Class participation & quizzes (covering readings and class material)

20%


Athens, Crete, Rome Class Portfolio due September 2, 2008


50%


Field Trip Journal Responses written while in Athens, Crete, and Rome 
15%


Specific Life & Culture Assignments written in Athens, Crete, and Rome
15%

Course Reader: Purchase the required course reader from Alternative Copy Shop; mine is listed as HON 494 for Dr. Facinelli.  Alternative Copy is at 715 S. Forest Ave, on the corner of University & Forest; it’s best to call ahead (480.829.7992) and make sure they have a copy available for you. If they run out, it can take up to 24 hours to fill your order, so purchase your copy at least a few days before you leave Tempe.  

Response 1

Write a 1-2 page response to the National Archaeological Museum in Athens, in which you include references to at least 2 items in the museum. (Patission 44. Walk 20 minutes from Pl. Syntagma down Stadiou to Aiolou. Turn right onto Patission; alternately, take metro to Victoria stop, walk straight to the 1st street, 28 Oktovriou; turn right and walk 5 blocks. €3 with ISIC card) Due Sunday, June 1
Response 2
Write a 1-2 page response to the Iraklion Archaeological Museum in Crete, in which you include references to at least 2 items in the museum.  (Xanthoudidou 1, off Pl Eleftherias. €2 with ISIC card) Due Monday, June 9
Response 3

Write a 1-2 page response to the Musei Capitolini in Rome, in which you include references to at least 2 items in the museum. (Use your Roma Pass for reduced entrance) Due Thursday, June 19.

Required Writing for Writing about Self and Place, 
Life and Culture in Early Greece and Rome,
and Cultural Encounters
ACR 2008 Portfolio Assignments:

The materials for your Athens, Crete, Rome 2008 Travel Portfolio, due September 2, 2008, are required components of Writing about Self and Place (WASP) as well as Life and Culture in Early Greece and Rome (LCEGR) and Cultural Encounters.  These materials include the following:   

· Typed WASP Writing Assignments (can be single spaced)

· One or more revised and polished WASP Assignment(s) totaling 15-20 typed double-spaced pages; the work you choose to revise should integrate course material or research from your Life and Culture in Early Greece and Rome studies

· Typed (and possibly revised) Field Trip Journal Responses

· Typed responses to field trips/activities assigned in LCEGR

· Cultural Artifacts and Documentation: Photos, Ticket Stubs, etc.

Students may organize their portfolios in whichever manner makes most sense for their aesthetic and individual preferences, but please include introductory material (table of contents, etc.) to help the instructors navigate your portfolio and easily evaluate the above required components.

Journal Assignments:
Journal prompts and writing activities invite students to make interdisciplinary connections, especially between the cultural artifacts we encounter during our field trips, our scholarly interests, our course reading, and our lived experience -- and to reflect on the ways that Greek and Italian culture helps us sharpen our perceptions and representations of our native national identity.  

Written assignments specific to Writing about Self and Place will be assigned in class; bring them to class on the due date, as we will often discuss and/or workshop these assignments in class.  

Field trip responses, in which students will respond to at least one of the prompts on the attached list for each field trip we take, are due to the instructor of your first class of each week (e.g., responses to each tour/trip taken from May 25-May 30 are due in class on Sunday, June 1st; then on Monday, June 9; Monday, June 16; and Monday, June 23rd).  Each response should be at least a page and a half of single spaced handwriting.  While in Greece and Italy, Dr. Facinelli and I will check to make sure assignments have been completed (with grade reduction if you haven’t completed the assignments by the due date), but the responses will not receive a grade until the typed, and possibly revised, versions are submitted in your final portfolio.

Prompts for Field Trip/Activity Responses
For each required program and/or course field trip or activity, write a journal response that considers one or more of the following prompts in an at least ½ pages of writing.  Make sure you address a variety of prompts over the course of the trip.
· The ancient and modern: 

What is the relevance of the ancient world in the modern world?  Or, how does the ancient world affect the modern world?  Or, what is the relationship between the ancient and modern world?

· Self and place:

According to Frances Mayes, “Where you are is who you are.  The further inside you the place moves, the more your identity is intertwined with it.  Never casual, the choice of place is the choice of something you crave.”  If you love a place we visit on this trip, why?  What part of you responds to what part of it?
· Not to be missed:

What parts of this activity would you recommend to future travelers as “not to be missed,” and why?  What would you have liked to know about this place/monument/history before you got here?

· The value of experience:

What did the tour or trip add to your awareness of Ancient Greek or Roman life, culture, ideas, etc.?
· People sketches:

Using our travel reading for models of serious or humorous writing, write about interesting people you observe -- Greek and Roman natives, other tourists, fellow ARC students – whose behavior makes an impression on you.  Incorporate anecdotes if appropriate to your response.  You might want to write a scene from your perspective, and then from how you imagine another person experienced it.   
· Cultural comparisons:

How do local customs compare to American customs?  What are the positive aspects of these customs, and what are the negatives?  Are there customs you can imagine incorporating into your life in America?

· Place and memory:
The sights, smells, tastes, and textures encountered during travel sometimes conjure formative memories.  If you find yourself thinking about an early memory, write about how that memory connects to your experience on the trip.

Class Days and Assignments: 
All materials will be discussed and subject to a quiz on the date listed.  NBT indicates the reading comes from The Norton Book of Travel.  

Dates for activities could change due to unforeseen events; prepare to be flexible!
Athens

Sunday 25 May 



LCEGR

Minoans, Mycenaeans, & Early Greek Culture 





“Minoan Culture of Crete”



“Cretan Mythology”


“The Mycenaeans” 


The Iliad, Book 24


Hesiod & Early Greek Philosophy

WASP
Fussell, Intro to The Norton Book of Travel, 13-17





Mayes, 143-146 

Twain, from The Innocents Abroad (1869) in NBT
Miller, The Colossus of Maroussi




Afternoon:

TOUR/ACROPOLIS


Monday 26 May 




LCEGR

Archaic Greek Art & Architecture, the Persian Wars, and 





Golden Age of Athens


Herodotus, The History: Thermopole



Aeschylus,The Eumenides



Sophocles, from Oedipus at Colonus


WASP


Miller, The Colossus of Maroussi

Tuesday 27 May

DELPHI

Wednesday 28 May

BYZANTINE MUSEUM

Crete


Friday 30 May

TOUR/PALACE OF KNOSSOS


Sunday, 1 June


LCEGR

Peloponnesian War and Decline of Athens

Xenophon, “The Laws and Customs of the Spartans” 


Aristophanes, from Lysistrata 


Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War


Euripides, from The Trojan Women

Thucydides, “The Sicilian Disaster”


Plato, “The Trial of Socrates”

WASP
Lawrence, from Sea and Sardinia (1921) in NBT

Durrell, “Preface” & “Crete” from The Greek Islands




Afternoon:

LASSITHI/KERA

Monday, 2 June

ARKADI, CHANIA, RETHIMNO

Rome

Tuesday, 3 June
TOUR/TREVI, SPANISH STEPS, PANTHEON, PLAZZA NAVONA

Wednesday, 4 June




LCEGR

Alexander, Pre-Roman and Early Roman Culture

Alexander the Great


Hellenistic Science


Livy, The History of Rome

Virgil, from The Aeneid

WASP


Doerr, from Four Seasons in Rome 3-33, 51-71, 84-87

Twain, from The Innocents Abroad (1869) 


Thursday, 5 June

ST. PETERS/VATICAN MUSEUM


Monday, 9 June





LCEGR

The Roman Republic & Pompeii

Livy, “The Rape of Lucretia”


Livy, The History of Rome (Second Punic War)


Pliny the Younger, “The Eruption of Vesuvius”

WASP


Mayes, from Under the Tuscan Sun 1-23, 54-59 






86-89, 107-123, 124-137
Afternoon:

COLOSSEUM/ROMAN FORUM


Tuesday, 10 June

POMPEII


Wednesday, 11 June





LCEGR

The Roman Republic

Cicero, “The Dream of Scipio”


Lucretius, On the Nature of Things

Plutarch on Spartacus 


Cicero, from The Orations

Suetonius, “Julius Caesar” 

WASP


Wharton, “Roman Fever” (1934)


Thursday, 12 June

FLORENCE


Monday, 16 June





LCEGR 

From Republic to Roman Empire

“The Murder of Cicero”


“Cleopatra”


“The Transition from Republic to Principate”



Ovid, from The Art of Love
WASP


Twain, from The Innocents Abroad


Afternoon:

TRAVESTERE


Tuesday, 17 June





LCEGR 

The Roman Empire
“Bathing Establishment, Bread & Circuses, Gladiatorial Combat”


Juvenal, “The Third Satire”


Tacitus, “The Burning of Rome” & “Innocent Victims”

WASP


Gilbert, from Eat, Pray, Love 


Wednesday, 18 June

TIVOLI


Thursday, 19 June

 



LCEGR

 The Decline of the Roman Empire
             The Stoic Philosophy


Marcus Aurelius


“Pliny the Younger and Trajan on the Christians”

WASP


Capote, from To Europe (1948) in NBT 

Friday, 20 June

Optional trip to Venice


Monday, 23 June

CATACOMBS/APPIA ANTICA


Tuesday, 24 June





LCEGR 

 Medieval and Renaissance Rome



Boethius, from Consolation of Philosophy


Adam of Usk, “The Election and Coronation of a Pope”



Bracciolini, “The Ruins of Rome”



Platina, “The Restoration of Rome”



Condivi, “Michelangelo Buonarroti”

WASP


Doerr, Four Seasons in Rome 104-111






Theroux, from The Pillars of Hercules
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