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This survey course introduces major works and genres of the Romantic, Victorian, and Modern periods in English Literature. The seminar format provides students with an opportunity to engage in close textual interpretation while exploring the social and historical contexts for masterpieces of poetry, fiction, drama, and non-fiction literature written in English.
Aims:

1.
To study modern masterpieces of English Literature in their literary and cultural contexts;

2.
To introduce characteristics of genre and period; 

3.
To expose the student to intellectual dialogues that define or evaluate cultural production;

4.
To improve skills in analytical reading, critical discussion and evaluation, literary research, and oral and written communication. 
Texts: 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 8th edition, volumes D, E, F.  

Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein: 1818 Text. Oxford World Classics.  
Readings posted on blackboard (see Supplementary Resources below)

Recommended Reference Texts: 
Harmon and Holman’s A Handbook to Literature (Prentice Hall)
Gibaldi’s MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (Modern Language Association)
Supplementary Resources: 

Teaching Assistant: Barrett student David Moakley is available to assist and mentor class members. Contact David at David.Moakley@hotmail.com.

Our class blackboard (at myasu.edu) features links to online readings, focus questions, a discussion board, and other course material, including links to Norton’s Online Literature sources. Use of this web tool is mandatory.
The Barrett Writing Center offers individual tutoring on writing argumentative critical essays. For information and schedules, go to http://honors.asu.edu/ and click on "Current Students" to find the Barrett Writing Center link.
Graded Assignments:  

Required assignments consist of quality participation in class discussions and other in-class activities (20%), weekly reading and research responses -- textual explications, research entries, and scavenger-hunt activities -- posted to blackboard (20%), online  quizzes (5%), and several formal writing assignments: an annotated bibliography (10%), three collaborative period presentations including abstracts and scripts (25%), and an argumentative research paper (20%). You must complete all assignments to pass this class.

Assignments and in-class activities seek to fulfill the course objectives in the following ways:

Class Participation (20% of course grade)

Students will shape the discussion and refine textual explication, critical thinking, and speaking skills by bringing in questions about the reading, occasionally leading discussions, participating in round-robin summaries, responding analytically to questions posed by the instructor and fellow students, supporting ideas with textual or logical evidence, posing and addressing counter-arguments, and interacting with other class members by supporting or challenging the ideas under consideration. Participation grading criteria are posted on the class blackboard.

Responses Posted to Blackboard (20% of course grade) 

Reading responses will be posted to the class discussion board or submitted to the blackboard digital drop box before class each week. Late response/research submissions will receive no credit, but I will drop your lowest grade.

· Explication-based reading responses strengthen your critical reading skills, help you prepare for class discussion, demonstrate your personal engagement with a text in less formal prose than is required in the formal writing assignments, and allow you to practice various critical and possibly creative writing techniques.

· Research entries familiarize you with literary research methods and allow you to practice sharing your knowledge with others in a practical, contemporary format. 

· Scavenger Hunt Assignments allow students to gain further breadth of literary history knowledge by introducing seminal authors and works and key ideas from texts we will not have time to discuss in detail during class time.    

Online Quizzes (5%) build retention of key terms, authors, and important literary passages -- a significant challenge in swiftly moving survey courses.

Collaborative Period Presentations (25% of course grade) encourage students to gather, interpret, and evaluate evidence, to synthesize major class themes, to apply critical insights to specific texts or contexts, to develop teamwork skills, and to share knowledge with class members in professional written and oral formats. he script requirement ensures the presentation is logically organized, and the abstract allows students to practice distilling extensive material down to the presenter’s most significant points. Like midterm and final exams (which these presentations replace), period presentations encourage long-term retention of course material.

Annotated Bibliographies (10% of course grade) require students to hone literary research skills by gathering, evaluating, and summarizing primary and secondary sources—excellent practice for those of you who will be writing an academic honors thesis.  

Argumentative Research Essay (20% of course grade). This combination research and writing project prepares students for honors thesis or senior capstone projects by requiring them to read and think critically, to synthesize course material, to identify significant connections among authors, cultures, genres, or styles, to craft  polished, insightful essays that adhere to the conventions of standard academic prose, and to put their ideas in conversation with those of other scholars.  

Policies and Procedures

Attendance
Attendance and preparation are extremely important in a discussion-based, collaborative learning class such as this one, so the absence policy is strict: If you miss more than two classes, your participation grade will be lowered by 1/3 grade per absence in excess of the first two. Any student who exceeds six absences will automatically receive a final course grade no higher than a C. Bring the assigned text to class each day; otherwise, you will be marked absent. Arriving late to class more than once or twice will detrimentally affect your participation grade.

If you must miss a class, make sure you check the class blackboard for announcements the following day and contact a classmate to find out if you missed any announcements or changes to the syllabus. I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences, but feel free to let me know ahead of time if you will be missing an upcoming class so that we can discuss any plans for that session.

Due Dates and Late Assignments:  

Unless otherwise indicated, readings and other assignments are due at the beginning of the class period indicated on the syllabus. If you have a documented, valid excuse to turn in an assignment after a deadline (serious illness, family emergency, etc.) I must be informed as soon as possible prior to the due date. Otherwise, assignments turned in after the due date and time will be marked down one-third letter grade per calendar day; after 3 class periods they will not be accepted. 

Course Content

Students in this class engage with material containing adult content that may include profane language and graphic sexuality. If you have concerns regarding this aspect of the course, come see me at the beginning of the semester.

Student Conduct 

Students must conduct themselves according to the ASU policies posted online at http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial. These include the ASU Student Code of Conduct and the Student Academic Integrity Policy.  

Plagiarism
Knowingly presenting another person's language or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism. Don’t do it. Repercussions will include failure of the paper AND failure of the course, and may include referral to the Student Conduct Committee of the University and expulsion from the University. Plagiarism, the theft of intellectual property, is a serious crime; if you have any questions, come talk to me.

Miscellaneous:

· If your cell phone rings in class, I get to answer it. Really.

· Did you know that a class syllabus is, legally speaking, a binding contract?

Daily Schedule

Readings are to be completed before class on the date indicated below. Bring the assigned text to class each day, as you will often be called upon to support your views with textual evidence. If you do not have the text, you’ll be marked absent. To meet the emerging needs of the class, this schedule is subject to change; any changes will be announced in class.

	Week 1 
	

	T Aug 25
	Introduction to course.    

	Th Aug 27
	Introduction to The Romantic Period (1-25). Robert Bjork’s explication of “Kennedy’s Nothing in Heaven Functions as It Ought” (handout).  Blake, Songs of Innocence Introduction (81-82); “The Chimney Sweeper” (85); Songs of Experience Introduction (87-88); “The Chimney Sweeper” (90); “London” (94).  Seminar Participation Guidelines (web).  Syllabus quiz.  


Introductory Blackboard Post due to blackboard by 5:00 p.m.  Your message should (1) re-introduce yourself to the class – make sure to include a few of your favorite authors/works from English literature, and (2) indicate that you have read and accept the Seminar Participation Guidelines discussed in class.    

	
	

	Week 2
	

	T Sep 1
	Wordsworth, “Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey” (258-262); “Preface to Lyrical Ballads 1802” (262-274); Frankenstein, Chronology of Mary Shelley, Preface, and Volume I Letters I-IV (end at beginning of Chapter I on p. 18) 

	Th Sep 3
	Coleridge, “Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (430-446) and Excerpt on Multeity in Unity (web); Robinson, “Haunted Beach” (72-74). Frankenstein, Vol. I, Chapters 1-7 (18-68)

	
	

	Week 3
	

	T Sep 8
	Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (905-906); “Ode to a Nightingale” (903-905); from “Endymion: A Poetic Romance” (883-887).  Art of the Romantic Period, C1-C8.  Frankenstein, Volume II (68-123) 
Scavenger Hunt I: Sonnets and Odes from the Romantic Period.



	Th Sep 10
	Finish Frankenstein, Volume III (124-191)

	
	

	Week 4
	

	T Sep 15
	Shelley, “A Defence of Poetry” (837-850); “Mont Blanc” (762-766); “Men of England” (770); “England in 1819” (771).  Period Presentation: Romanticisms I

	Th Sep 17
	Period Presentations: Romanticisms II & III  

Reading: “Intro to The Victorian Age” (979-1001)

	
	

	Week 5
	

	T Sep 22
	Evolution: texts by Darwin and L. Huxley (1538-1553)

Period Presentation: Romanticisms IV

	Th Sep 24
	Literary Research Methods  

	
	

	Week 6
	

	T Sep 29
	Tennyson, from In Memoriam (1138-1187)

	Th Oct 1
	Tennyson, from In Memoriam (1138-1187)


	Week 7
	

	T Oct 6
	Empire and National Identity: selected texts (1607-1635)

	Th Oct 8
	Tennyson, “Ulysses” 1123-1125); Arnold, “Dover Beach” (1368)

	
	

	Week 8
	

	T Oct 13
	Dickens, “A Visit to Newgate” (1236-1248).  
Annotated Bibliography due in class.

	Th Oct 15
	Barrett-Browning, from Sonnets from the Portuguese (1084-85); Browning, “My Last Duchess” (1255-1256); “Porphyria’s Lover” (1252-1253)    

Scavenger Hunt II: Dramatic Monologues 


	Week 9
	

	T Oct 20
	Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1643-1686)

	Th Oct 22
	Hyde, “The Necessity of De-Anglicizing Ireland” (web); Mangan, “Dark Rosaleen” (web); Davis, “A Nation Once Again” (web)


	Week 10
	

	T Oct 27
	Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (1686-87; 1698-1740)

	Th Oct. 29
	Period Presentations: Victorianisms I & II

Reading: Intro to The Twentieth Century and After (1827-1850)



	
	

	Week 11
	

	T Nov 3
	Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (2319-2325) & “The Lovesong of J. Alfred Prufrock” (2289-93); Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (1974); Yeats, “The Second Coming” (2036); “The Circus Animal’s Desertion” (2051)

	Th Nov 5
	Proclamation of the Irish Republic (web); Poems by Pearse (web) & Yeats, “Easter, 1916” (2031-2033)

	
	

	Week 12 
	

	T Nov 10
	Woolf, selections from A Room of One’s Own
Scavenger Hunt III: Modernist Manifestos (1996-2019)

	Th Nov 12
	Joyce, “Araby” and “The Dead” (2168-2199)

	
	

	Week 13
	

	T Nov 17
	Joyce, from Ulysses & Finnegan’s Wake (web selection & 2200-2243)

	Th Nov 19
	Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” and “Politics and the English Language” (2378-2394)

	
	

	Week 14
	

	T Nov 24
	Heaney, “Digging’” “Punishment,” “Casualty” (2824-2830) & Boland, “The Lost Land” (2851) and Object Lessons (web) 

	Th Nov 26
	Thanksgiving Holiday 

	
	

	Week 15
	

	T Dec 1
	Achebe, Things Fall Apart I & II (2622-2693)

	Th Dec 3
	Achebe, Things Fall Apart III (2693-2709).  Recommended reading: Achebe, from An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness (2709-2714)

	
	

	Week 16
	

	T Dec 8
	Cumulative Period Presentations

	T Dec 15


	Research Essays due to my office by noon; submission to Blackboard by 2:00 p.m.



