Writing Standards for Human Event Papers
The elements outlined below form the basis of all Human Event papers, and therefore constitute the fundamental criteria of evaluation.
1) A Human Event paper must contain a clear thesis statement. 
a. The thesis statement must make a specific claim, not a vague or broad observation.
b. A thesis statement should be non-obvious.  The paper must “stake” a substantive position (i.e., one that is not trivial, or that most readers would concede without demonstration.)
c. Human Event papers are typically 5-7 pages; for papers of this length, the thesis statement usually occurs in the first paragraph in order to forecast the coming argument.  
2) The body of a HE paper must defend the thesis via a progression of logical arguments. 
a. The opening of the paper should normally provide an overall “map” of its direction, and then take the reader there step-by-step.

b. The paper attempts to compel the reader to agree with the thesis. An important component of this process involves the anticipation of potential counter-arguments or objections.
3) Specific text passages (quotes) serve as the core evidence in support of the arguments.
a. Quotes constitute the paper’s basic evidence, and should be treated as the “objective” source material to which all readers can refer.  Analysis of the primary text forms the backbone of the paper’s defense of a thesis.
b. Although quotations are objective in the sense of reference, the paper is an attempt to convince the reader that the interpretation provided by the thesis is superior to alternatives.

c. In general, the bulk of a Human Event paper should therefore involve “unpacking” the meaning of the primary quotes.  

Note: Human Event papers are expected to adhere to fundamental style elements required of any college-level paper.  Beyond grammar and punctuation, this includes (but is not limited to) sentence construction, concision, and word selection.
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