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Questions to address as you read this paper
Thesis/Argument
· Does this essay take a position about which there might be reasonable disagreement?
· Is that argument stated clearly in the introduction?
· Does the thesis also provide the reader with a forecast of the main points of the argument (and the order in which these points will be made)?
· Does the thesis reflect what the body of the paper actually says?
· Does this essay stay focused on arguing a position, or does it merely summarize the texts, thereby leaving the reader to infer the argument being made?

· Are there obvious points of evidence that the author has failed to include?
· Are there obvious counter-arguments to the thesis which the author has failed to address?
Organization
· Does each point follow logically, or could the paragraphs be rearranged into a more logical sequence?  
· Is it easy to follow along from point to point, or do you have to backtrack to see where the author is going? 
· Is each paragraph devoted to a single point?
· Is that point (rather than just the general topic) stated clearly at the beginning of each paragraph?
· Is that point part of the author's argument, or does it center around summarizing the text? Remember the Argument/Evidence/Analysis model for paragraph structure
Style
· Does the author avoid run-on sentences and/or sentence fragments?
· Are there punctuation errors or misspellings?  
· Are passive voice verb constructions obscuring who does what to whom?
· Is the literary present tense used where appropriate?
After you read through the essay and mark the places where these issues should be addressed, do the following:
· Compose a thesis that might argue against this paper.
· Underline each paragraph's thesis sentence.
· Indicate in the paper which paragraph you think has the strongest thesis.
· Indicate in the paper which paragraph you think has the weakest thesis.
· Indicate in the paper where you think the author has used evidence most effectively. 
· Indicate in the paper where you think the author has used evidence least effectively.
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