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For this newsletter, I'd like to introduce you tme@w book/series that will probably have great appethose stu-
dents in your class who are looking for action aoadtemporary ethics. Styled along the lines offMi Crichton’s
Jurassic Parkthis author creates the excitement of bringing atkxtinct species but follows that up with ethica
questions about not only playing god in that marngralso in what we might use those animals fidris book is a
great addition to middle and high school libraries.

In Z.Rexby Steve Cole, we meet Adam Adler, who would bes@tered lucky by many kids his age: his dad hastece
a virtual reality adventure game and has used Aakathe intelligence and personality behind the ativer within the
game. But when Adam’s dad is kidnapped by a secgetnization who plan to use him to animate clodiedsaurs in
order to control them as potential weapons, Adapulied into a horrifying adventure by one of theasaurs himself:
Z.Rex, an amazingly frightening creature who seenmtonsider Adam’s dad his father and Adam his losg friend
when he’s not busy almost getting himself and Addlled. Conflicted as to whom he can trust in #iteation, Adam
inadvertently leads the bad guys to Z.Rex andzeslat that point that he’s not scared of the @uapany long; indeed,
he feels bonded to Z Rex and knows that he’s gmiriave to do whatever he can to save Z Rex. Regrduis actions,
Adam realizes that he has misplaced his trustiimesme he thought his dad considered a friend, dmhwe confronts
that person, is again kidnapped but is held irsdrae facility in which his father is being imprigaoh As the situation
becomes even more dangerous, Adam begins to réladiz@e’s not simply torn between his father arfdex, but that
the decisions he makes may impact the safety ofibrtd as he knows it. This is a fast-moving aduesin what will
inevitably become a series, although this one reddid and satisfying ending in its own right.

BIBLIO: 2009, Philomel Books, $16.99.

ISBN: 978-0-399-25253-2
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Perhaps representing an increasingly diminishingufadion, the Old Time English Teacher [OTET] isd@nced by good
works, concern for students, and commitment to @ excellence and prosperity. Far from the Magldirowd, they are
stewards first, and leaders when called...

Generally their eyesight is good, their sbskdlls are good, and they are unafraid of thathgboth physical and figura-
tive. You will find them in offices visiting withtadents, or in virtual classrooms, or chatting &taucally, or reading jour-
nals, magazines, or other Texts relevant to thesidamic lives. You will likely see them wearinganecotton slacks, or con-
servative suits, and socially appropriate—but redeotatious or pointedly corporate-- attire—in Wk place. Both male
and female, they are happy, adjusted, and enjoynzpto work and seeing students and coworkers. &ur8ays, you might
find an OTET at home, curled up in a comfortabklohzy boy chair, sipping cinnamon tea or a Stakbwoffee, leafing
through a tired, dog-eared old Riverside Shakespear

They are part of the strange, shrinking, almogisihle group of faculty who operate at a very eliéint level than the fast
track, upwardly mobile, New Time All Purpose Teash®NTAPT's]. In any gathering of zealous NTAPTY®u might yet
see an OTET or two, quietly reflecting, consideriing day’'s work to be completed, making marginatifries in an old book,
planning for a balanced intellectual future, dist@md hopefully wholesome, patient but skeptical.

Oh, you might recognize the OTET'’s attributes, tthiits, their unassuming and seemingly un-sedmabjts. They want
to be teachers—not managers, consultants, or astnaitirs. The OTET’s frustration may, at timespianifested in misper-
ceived grumpiness, or stoic stares, or silenceu Will rarely see them standing in hallways, osa@meone else’s of-
fice, overtly excited about becoming a Principahdean, or retiring in six years, or outspokerdyed at the costs of a new
online program in Ed. leadership... or fearful ofatle coming down from the district office. They gily enjoy their teach-
ing lives and students.

They have confidence—the confidence that comes &oalemic immersion, from thinking, from listenifiggm reading,
from helping their students [and themselves!] miorevard [in not just a material sense] in life... AMBT will happily an-
swer student questions about To Kill a MockingbadChekhov, or participles, or semicolons—off théf—because she is
well read, she is focused, and she is not fulljnarsed in the numbing aspects of pop culture atimg speak...

Her world is focused on learning about the “Otherdther times, other places, other ideas, othiejests, other cultures,
other explanations, other views—not about her "seifl a harried future latched to longer commutesblaoard meeting
speeches... For her, knowledge and focus constiugechireer growth....Perhaps the powerful, simmesdnd, [sometimes]
misplaced organizational management energy [t@beddistricts wide] has made OTET's overly sensitive to dayt&y
school machinations and gymnastics.

OTET’s might love the internet and the positivpexts of on line learning—but seldom sit in an Hex@ed chair, or
rush outside the classroom to send a Text. Theg Bmbraced teaching-learning processes enhandedimpology but avoid
its potentially mesmerizing side-effects—they urstlend that accessing information is not the sankmewledge and aware-
ness...

The OTET's enjoy professional conferences—Ilo@jonal, and national— centered on literaturegleye, and teach-
ing, since the OTET’s connect their present andréutareer lives with the teaching professionyoli know an OTET, give
him a hug today. You will see fewer and fewer & #ipecies. [Those jackets with the elbow patchdsraerschaum pipes
have really gone out of style!]

Jeffrey Ross, OTET, Central Arizona Colleg



& 67889

#1 ., #
%
#  $72@ , 68
E A " %
4 # E "
H % * E 8 )$
2% $% $% *A
! % "
5 8 "% " %
@
" C
$ $ 8 # "
$ $
? % A
0
4 o+

1 $ $
% 672, =
$ $ #
%
# 0
$ %
$ )
5 3) &&
&' %
1# 6

%/9%! ' Yot YoH& (#-
21#% 9"<(0 ()1 %!
"1 3("(1 6

/9

(M0 2(" #+="1.=$.@
HE (- @ @H#$ 4=/

2010 CCCC Annual Convention
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Louisville, KY

The Remix: Revisit, Rethink, Revise, Renew

Submit a Program Proposal for
the 2010 NCTE Annual Convention
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Teachers and Students Together: Living Literate Lives
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Arizona’s English/language arts teachers have much

Please reproduce this call for proposals and distr

to offer each other!

ibute among your friends and colleagues.
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FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Dr. Jean Boreen

AETA Executive Secretary
1285 N. Wakonda St.
Flagstaff, AZ, 86004
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Visit our WEBSITE:
http://www.public.asu.edu/~jblasin/aeta/
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