Advanced Google Search


As I was sitting down to work on my Google Search assignment tonight, I found myself in quite a bind. Not only did I need a topic for my search, but I needed a topic that would display the effectiveness of the advanced options for searching Google. I began typing in anything that came to mind, from Mammoth (the ski resort, not the animal) to Marc (as in Jacobs the designer) and found that even when using the “I’m Feeling Lucky” button, Google managed to take me to my intended destination every time. I know that Google isn’t a mind reader and I wasn’t searching for the most commonly thought of sites to match my search, but they did some how manage to match up the majority of the time. What I found was that I actually have to trick Google into misbehaving. I had to rack my brain to come up with a search item that could be defined in so many ways that I could convince Google to return search items that I wasn’t quite looking for. My answer came from my iPod as the song “So Jersey” by the Bouncing Souls began to play. I immediately typed the song title into the Google search bar and clicked on the “I’m Feeling Lucky” tab. Though took me straight to the band’s website, I was unable to find the song anywhere on the page. From there I typed “So Jersey” in the search bar once again but this time I clicked on the “Google Search” button. Though the first site on the listing was the band’s MySpace page, the nine sites that followed were completely unrelated to my topic. They ranged from the So. Jersey Corvette Club to the So. Jersey Carnival. Apparently “So Jersey” is a common abbreviation for “South Jersey” and there is a host of organizations that label themselves as being from the area. From there I moved on the use the advanced search options to see what I could find. For my first search, I used quotation marks around the song title. However, I found no change in the results Google sent back to me in this search, as I had found when I typed in the song title on its own. The same was true on my second advanced search when I used “+so +jersey” to indicate that both of the words were key to what I was looking for. It appeared as if I was not being specific enough with Google in terms of what I was looking for. I decided to use the site command for my third search. I entered “site: so jersey” in the search bar and had slightly more luck. About half to the sites returned to me were related to the band and showed the song title in their page descriptions. The remaining half of the sites were related to South Jersey organizations. For my final search I specified the file type I was looking for by typing in “so jersey mp3”. I found this search to be by far the most successful of those before it. By specifying the file type the computer realized that I was looking for a sound clip with the title of my search, instead of just a page that happened to contain “so” and “jersey” somewhere within it. Since the “So. Jersey Mom’s Club” and the “So. Jersey Health Association” didn’t decide to express their information with quite the musical talent of the Bouncing Souls, I found my final search to be a tremendous success. I fished through the sites Google listed and not only was I able to listen to the song through my computer, but I even found a page that allowed my download it to my phone as a fun new ring tone. 
