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What is religion?

. 'l 2. How do you justify religious claims?
science and religion PR S

42 I's o0scientific creation

5. What are the possible relationships between
science & religion?

6. Positions within the evolution/creation
continuum

Religio

what is religion?

A set of beliefs concerning the cause, nature
and purpose of the universe, especially when
considered as the creation ofa  supernatural
agency (or agencies), usually involving
devotional and ritual observances and often
having a moral code for the conduct of

human affairs.

Belief: Confidence , faith or trust in the truth
or existence of something not immediately
susceptible to rigorous proof

Supernatural : something above or beyond
what is explainable by natural laws.
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Beliefin supernatural beings

A distinction between the  sacred and the profane
Ritual acts focused on sacred objects

A moral code believed to be sanctioned by supernatural
being or beings

Characteristic feelings of awe, adoration, and sense of
mystery

Prayer or other forms of communication with the
supernatural being or beings

A worldview with an overall  specification of purpose and
place

Total organization of ones life based on this worldview

A social group bound together by the above

Stephen J. Wykstra, Osiris 16: p. 34 (2001)
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Christianity
(indluding Catholic, Protestant
Eastern Orthodos, Fentecostal,
Anglican, Monophysie, AICs,
Latter-day Saints, Evangelical,
SDAs, Jehovah's Witnesses,
Judaism Quakers, AOG, nominal, ete.)
0.22%) /
pa
3 -
Buddhism
6%
Chinese . .
traditignal Nonreligious®

(inel. agnostic atheish;
seevdar huranis, + people
fanswering ‘none’ or no
telig, preference. Half

of this group is

“Iheistic’ but

primal-indigenous nonrelig.

(ind. African
Traditional /Diasporic)  14%
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How do you justify
religious claims?

Justification of Religious Belief
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Experience Revelation
(a posteriori ) (a priori)

Justification of Religious Belief

Revelation
(a priori )
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1 The waters above the

firmament

2 Storage of snow

3 Storage of hail

4 Rooms for the winds
5. The firmament

6. Cataracts

7 The Pillars of Heaven

8. The Pillars of Earth

9. Fountains of the Abyss
0. Centerof the Earth

11 Subterranean waters
12 Riversof the

Underworld
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}y 0The LORD is king, robed with maje
girded with might. The world will surely stand in place, never to
be mo v @shimé 93{1]
}y 0The LORD is king. The world wildl
mo v e dPRsams[96: 10]
} 0You fixed the earth on its founda
[Psalms 104: 5]
}y 0Tremble before him, all the earth
not to be nChomkcks 16:30]1
} 0So the un stood still in th mi d
go down about aJoshhad0:¥] day. 6 [

woustorn oA

Togs e ey e v
[

e

600 year old Noah warned by God, builds ark
for family and pair of each animal, flood lasts
40 days / 40 nights, comes to rest at
Mountains of Arrarat .

olf it happen
authority of sacred
Scripture is set in
opposition to  clear

and certain reasoning
the person who

interprets Scripture

does not understand it

correctly. o
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} Traditionally Moses

} Nineteenth Century preoccupation with
authentication

di scovery

‘BWitter, Alstruc & Eichhorn -
repetition.
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} Book of

Reference to God
Deuteronomy - D

—

BO6 Y H V-HIBIWH3
Jehovah - J
BeElohim 66 E

y0RedadtRor 6

Concerned with
rites, duties and
genealogy

-

BPriestly 0 P

J account
‘B Older, Reign of King
Solomon. ~1000 BCE

Imagery of
wandering shepherds

Water / barren earth

Concerned with man

Anthropomorphic
God

} P account

B Younger , Exile in
Babylon, 6th C BCE

Creation of
universe

Order over chaos

Lush environment

Splitting of water

Transcendent,
unknowable, god




