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}Basic laws of nature had 
not changed over time

}No causes other than 
those we can see 
operating now can be 
employed in explanations 
(actualism )

}The intensity of these 
causes does not change 
over time 
(uniformitarianism )

}òScriptural Geologyó

}Appearance of age 
arguments

ÁHenry Gosseõs 
Omphalos argument

òWe cannot sufficiently depreciate the 

interference of a certain class of writers on 

this question é While they denounce as 

heterodox the current opinions of 

geologists, with respect to the high 

antiquity of the earth and of certain class 

of organic beings, they do no scruple to 

promulgate theories concerning the 

creation and the deluge, derived from their 

own expositions of the sacred text, in 

which they endeavour to point out the 

accordance of the Mosaic history with 

phenomena which they have never studied, 

and to judge of which every page of their 

writings proves their consummate 

incompetence .ó  (1827)

ò[T]he goodly pile , gentlemen, which 
many of you have helped to rear, 
after years of labour , has been 
pulled down and reconstructed; but 
with such unskilful [sic] hands that 
its inscriptions are turned upside 
down; its sculptured figures have 
their heads to the ground, and their 
heels to the heavens; and the whole 
fabric, amid the fantastic ornaments 
by which it is degraded, has lost the 
beauty and the harmony of its old 
proportions .ó 

1831

òI cannot conclude without 
expressing my detestation of 
the [Darwinian] theory, 
because of its unflinching 
materialism ;ñbecause it has 
deserted the inductive track, 
the only track that leads to 
physical truth; ñbecause it 
utterly repudiates final 
causes, and thereby 
indicates a demoralized 
understanding on the part of 
its advocatesó

Spectator (7 April 1860)
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òI shall always protest 
against that degrading 
hypothesis which 
attributes to man an 
origin derived from the 
lower animalsó

October 1868

òThe follies of the present 
day are transcripts, 
unwittingly produced, and 
with of course a few 
variations, of follies which 
existed centuries ago; and it 
seems to be é that scarce an 
explanation of geologic 
phenomena has been given 
by the anti - geologists of our 
own times, that was not 
anticipated by writers of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries .ó

1845

Reign of Law (1867)

}Both history and physical 
phenomena were planned 
and directed by a divine 
Mind using natural law.

}Transmutation could occur, 
natural selection was not 
the mechanism.

òWhat is Darwinism? It is 
Atheism . This does not 
mean, as before said, that 
Mr. Darwin himself and all 
who adopt his views are 
atheists; but it means that 
his theory is atheistic, that 
the exclusion of design 
from nature is é 
tantamount to atheism.ó 

1874

} Species were fixed, unchanging 
entities

} Speciation occurs after 
catastrophes (e.g. Biblical deluge,  
Ice Age)

} Large numbers of each species 
were created in their intended 
habitat

} The (instantaneous) Ice Age 
presented a last barrier between 
the òpropheticó species and modern 
fauna; there was no genetic 
connection between fossil and 
modern species

òWe recognize intelligence 
in the construction of a 
machine because we know 
that it could not operate 
in the manner it does 
were it not the device of 
an intelligent artisan é 
The animal kingdom 
especially has been 
constructed upon a plan 
which presupposes the 
existence of an intelligent 
being as its Authoró

1859
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Nature shows ònot only thought, it shows also 
premeditation, power, wisdom, greatness, 
prescience, omniscience, providence. In one 
word, all these facts in their natural 
connection proclaim aloud the One God, 
whom man may know, adore and love; and 
Natural History must in good time become 
the analysis of the thoughts of the Creator of 
the Universe.ó

} Darwinists put philosophy before facts

ƁòDarwinism excludes nearly all the mass of acquired 
information, for it assimilates and takes exclusively that which 
could be useful to the Doctrine. It is not the facts that 
determine for the Darwinists the nature of their 
generalizations, it is the system that dictates the nature of 
their reality.ó

} Variation has distinct limits

} Fossil record does not support Darwinian expectations

ƁòI would have been a great fellow for evolution if it had not 
been for the breaks in the paleontological recordó

}Acceptance of naturalistic explanation (but no 

commitment to natural selection); Evolution as 

hypothesis rather than theory (Feb 1860)

ƁBut useful versus the educationally powerful clergy

}Evolution a theory well supported by empirical 

evidence but still agnostic about selection 

(1880)

}Natural Selection

Ɓòenvironmentalistó (ARW) 
versus òcompetitiveó (CD)

ƁDenial of ubiquitous 
power specifically with 
regard to human mind.

}Sexual selection

ƁDenial of efficacy.

Evolution with special 
creation of particular 
organs or organisms.

Progressive 
creationism 

or 
theistic 

evolution?



4

} Earth realized to be far older than 6000 years; the 
accepted estimate by Kelvin was 100,000,000 years.

} Global Flood realized not to be the cause of the fossil 
record.

} Strict Biblical literalism was eschewed by the majority of 
Christians.

} Prevalence of methodological naturalism in sciences .

} Acceptance of evolution coupled with lack of 
acceptance of natural selection

}òWe might have supposed that evolution had 
proceeded far enough to have made extinct 
any species that objected to the teaching of 
evolution in the public schools.ó (James 
McKeen, 1922)

}òThe fight for Evolution seemed so completely 
won even in the [1890õs] that I recall, as a 
college student, almost wishing I had been 
born a generation earlier when the scrap was 
on.ó (W.C. Curtis, 1956)

}Mechanism of evolution

}Relationship between science & religion

ƁMainstream argued that not only did evolution not 
threaten Christianity but that it actually positively 
reinforced traditional faith. 

}Proper response to anti - evolutionism

}Use of evolution to further social movements 
(eugenics, socialism, secularism é)

} Emancipation of slaves

} Post- bellum transition from agriculture (rural) to industrial 
(urban)

} Economic depression of 1870õs

} Immigration of non - Nordic or non - Anglo people

} Organization of Workers

} Appeals of suffrage for Women 

} US as major world power post - WWI

ƁFurther decline in rural America


