2
Heenan, 394 Policy


English 394 Line # 66939, Tu/Th

“Writing (in) Cyberspace”

Fall 2000

Course Policies

	Dr. Katherine Heenan
	Days: Tuesdays & Thursdays

	Office: LL 309B
	Location: Computing Commons 225

	Phone: 965-8881
	Time: 3:15-4:30

	Office Hours: TBA
	Homepage: htp://www.public.asu.edu/~kheenan/courses/394/fall00/94.html

	Email: K.Heenan@asu.edu
	Webboard: http://english.asu.edu:8080/~heenan













The rapid pace of technological change already underway will continue to transform our world as we enter the twenty-first century. These techno-societal changes will require us to adopt new relationships with knowledge and with one another. And because these new relationships will be forged in a continually emerging electronic frontier, all members of electronic communities will need to find ways to work together and communicate in a world where information is produced, consumed and discarded with increasing rapidity. 

Writing Cyberspace focuses on the plasticity of electronic communication and is designed to increase students' awareness and understanding of how writers in various professions will create and communicate knowledge in increasingly virtual communities. Our goal throughout the semester will be to critically evaluate the impact of technology on our society and culture and our role in "composing cyberspace."
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: The mission of ASU's Writing Programs is to introduce students to the importance of writing in the work of the university and to develop their critical reading, thinking and writing skills so that they can successfully participate in that work. Writing is intellectual work, and the demands of writing within the university community include the need:
· to synthesize and analyze multiple points of view; 
· to articulate and support one's own position regarding various issues; and 

· to adjust writing to multiple audiences, purposes, and conventions. 

Students in our courses are expected to engage the ideas encountered in academic and serious public discourse, to develop complex ideas and arguments through serious consideration of different perspectives, and to connect their life experiences with ideas and information they encounter in classes.

Writing, computers, and the Internet are at the center of this course. A substantial portion of this course will be taught using the Internet, and at least three weeks of the semester will be devoted to techniques in conducting research on the Internet. We will also discuss the concept of hypertext and its relationship to your own writing. But, essentially, this is a writing course, and we will do a great deal of writing over the next few months. We'll learn how to write a basic web page using HTML, discuss issues of audience and voice, and learn how to use e-mail to its greatest benefits. We will also consider in what ways the Internet has influenced writing and vice versa. 

By the semester's end, you should be more aware of the benefits and possible drawbacks of writing with the computer, and you should feel confident using the Internet for research. 

Several big questions arise about what it means to "write" with computers. Here are a few we might consider: 

· How does electronic text change the nature of writing? 

· What sort of future, if any, awaits the traditional book? 

· Are the World-Wide Web and other hypertextual media changing writing as we know it? 

· What are the conventions of these media? 

· How do we read such texts? 

This class will also introduce you to several aspects of computer research and pedagogy. We will frequently be doing class exercises and collaborative work on computer. You do not have to have expertise on the computer to succeed in this class, but you will have to work frequently on computer-aided assignments. 
Required Texts & Materials 

· Clark, Carol Lea. The Wired Society. Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1999. 

· Crump. Eric and Nick Carbone. Writing Online: A Student's Guide to the Internet and World Wide Web. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 

· a hyperpacket of readings available on-line. 

· An ASURITE e-mail account. 

· An ASURITE WWW account. 

· Several new 3.5-inch diskettes. 

· On the low-tech side, pens or pencils and paper.

Recommended Books and Materials: 

· an MLA style manual. 

· a college-level dictionary. 

· a daytimer or daily planner.

Course Requirements

Assignments: There will be four main assignments. These should be posted up on your web site and their addresses sent to me so that I can read and evaluate them.  In addition, you will submit all your work together at the end of the semester as a webfolio. Throughout the semester, each student will research and lead a discussion focusing on one of the course's major questions, underlying themes, or relevent issues. 

	Project 1:
	Class Web Page Design 
	10%

	Project 2:
	Book Review Project
	15%

	Project 3:
	Analyzing Virtual Communities 
	20%

	Project 4:
	Cyberissues Research Project
	20%

	Project 5:
	Webfolio
	25%

	Participation, Preparedness, 

Class Discussion, Webboard
	
	10%


All work will be submitted on line; posting it on line will constitute turning it in.

Course Policies: 

Attendance: 

Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend on a regular basis to receive credit for this course. Failure to attend class deprives you of valuable guidance on your writing both from me and from your classmates and may result in misunderstood and missed assignments. In addition, since much of our work this semester will be collaborative and done on our computers, missed classes will deprive you of the opportunity to fulfill the learning experiences and thus the credit for our team and computer exercises. If you miss more than FOUR (4) class meetings, you cannot pass this course. This is a Writing Programs policy and is non-negotiable. This means that there is no such thing as an "excused" absence. There are only `absences.' 

"Attendance" means being present, on time, awake, and prepared for the entire class period. A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, sleeps through class, engages in off-task activity, or is not prepared to participate in the day's class work will not receive attendance and participation credit. Further, I may cancel classes at least once this semester to hold mandatory conferences with you. If you miss a conference, you will be counted absent (as if from class). 

Attendance and participation are the best ways to acquire the tools and knowledge that you will need to pass this course.  If you miss a class, you are still responsible for all material covered in class, and any assignments that were due on the day you were absent must be submitted by the end of class, or they will be counted as being late.  Submitting an assignment will frequently consist of posting it to your web space and e-mailing me the URL. 
Beyond this policy, I expect students to make every effort to attend all meetings and to miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances. Should you arrive after I have called the roll, it is your responsibility to ensure that I correct the roll at class end. 

Academic/Critical Essays: 

 We will be writing critical, academic essays this semester--essays that present some sort of an argument and that try to persuade readers to "see it the writer's way." To help you better understand what I'm asking you to do in these essays, keep the following in mind: The critical/ academic essay 

· grapples with ideas and complexities, rather than presenting untheorized information, experiences,details; 

· weaves together multiple texts, playing them off of one another and working with them rather than pasting them into a paper; 

· is claim-driven--makes a point/claims; has a purposeful trajectory, though not necessarily presenting a single assertion or argumentative stand; 

· may or may not contain personal experience--the choice is the writers. 

Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. A portion of some classes may also include lecture. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion. Among other things, this means no off-task use of your computer. Please Note: Your cell phone(s), beeper(s), and any other communication devices must be turned off in class. 

Course Work: You must come to each class prepared to write, to share your drafts with others, and to revise what you have already written. This means you must work steadily both in class and on your own. You should plan to spend two to three hours outside of class for every hour in class. Writing classes frequently require more time from students than many other classes do. All final drafts of papers must be typed or wordprocessed and double spaced. Place your name, my name, course title, date, and title of the Paper at the top of the first page. Be sure to number each page and to staple all the pages together.

Keep all your writing for this course, including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, workshop responses, and journal entries. At the end of the semester, you will review your work to analyze and evaluate your progress. (I strongly urge you to backup all your work. It could be disastrous for you gradewise if you cannot produce evidence of your work at semester's end.) 

Other Assignments:  You will be assigned reading on a regular basis. Each time we are scheduled to discuss a particular reading or a topic related to a reading, you are expected to be fully prepared.  In other words, make sure that you read the assignment before class. There is a substantial amount of reading done in this class. Keeping up with the fast pace of the reading and having something interesting to say can be handled if you read ahead and allow time for reflection on the material. People learn more readily when they collaborate on ideas, and working together also makes class time more enjoyable. Therefore, come prepared to discuss and interact. 

Late Work:  Assignments will be graded down 1/2 of a letter grade for every class day that they are late. 

The Public Nature of the Class (Writing and Discussion):  Part of become a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers. Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others. Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own. This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion, but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the possible effects on others. 

Plagiarism:  To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not exclusively your own. Plagiarism of all or a portion of any assignment will be strictly penalized. See the Guide to Composition for more information on plagiarism. Penalties can range from no credit for the assignment to failing the course.  Repeated offenses can lead to your expulsion from the university.

