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Honors 171: The Human Event
Fall 2006

Dr. Laura Popova

Office: Irish 232

Phone: (480)965-8327

E-mail:
Laura.Popova@asu.edu
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:30am – 1:30pm and by appointment

Course Description:

Honors 171 is the first-semester portion of a two-semester interdisciplinary seminar entitled “The Human Event.” In this course we will explore the myriad of ways in which people have conceptualized the world around them from the period of earliest writing (2,000 BC) to the Renaissance (1600 AD). True to the interdisciplinary nature of the course, I have selected texts from a variety of disciplines including: literature, history, religion, philosophy, political theory, and psychology. Although the readings in the course are organized in chronological order, there are certain thematic threads that will be consistent throughout the course. Some (but by no means all!) of the themes we will cover this semester include:

1.  
The role of faith and religion in shaping human action (Rig Veda, Bible, Koran)

2.  
The ways in which societies conceptualize and categorize others (Herodotus, Marco Polo, Ibn Khaldun, Las Casas)

3.
Human nature and the role of law and order in society (Aeschylus, Plato, Aristotle, Xunzi, Machiavelli)

4.
The comparison of earthly concerns with visions of otherworldly delights (Dante, Chaucer)

5. The changing role of the hero through time (Gilgamesh, Chretien de Troyes, Cervantes)

Course Goals: 
The goal of an interdisciplinary course such as this is to broaden your historical and cultural awareness. Many of these texts are alluded to in everything from popular culture to the modern texts of social and political thought. In addition, it is hoped that these readings will prompt you to think critically about the nature of human existence in relation to your own views and beliefs regarding politics, religion, history, and literature. While pursuing this goal, this course seeks to 1) engage you in a critical evaluation of primary texts; 2) to help you develop the skills to critically analyze others’ arguments and to develop your own arguments in response; and 3) to practice you own expression of clear and persuasive arguments in oral and written forms.  

List of Texts: 

The following texts should be purchased (Please buy the version indicated below):

The Devastation of the Indies, Bartolome de Las Casas (Johns Hopkins University Press), 

The Divine Comedy, Volume 1: Inferno, Dante Alighieri (Penguin Classics - Trans. Mark Musa)

Don Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra (Harper Perennial – Trans. Edith Grossman), 

The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics – Trans. N.K. Sandars), ISBN - 014044100X

Great Dialogues of Plato, Plato (Signet Book – Trans. W.H.D. Rouse)

Muqaddimah, Ibn Khaldun (Bollingen – Trans. Franz Rosenthal)

Oresteia, Aeschylus (University of Chicago – Edited by Grene and Lattimore)

The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli (Penguin Classics – Trans. George Bull) 

The Pocket Aristotle, Aristotle (Pocket - Edited by Justin Kaplan)

Selections from the following texts will be available on the blackboard website for the class. The publisher and translator are noted should you like to purchase the text:

The New Revised Standard Version of The Bible

Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer (Penguin Classics – Trans. Neville Coghill)
The History, Herodotus (University of Chicago – Trans. David Grene)

The Koran (Penguin Classics – Trans. N.J. Dawood)

Medieval Romances (The Modern Library – Edited by Loomis and Loomis)

Rig Veda (Penguin Classics – Trans. Wendy Doniger)
Travels, Marco Polo (Penguin Classics – Trans. Ronald Latham)

Xunzi, Xunzi (Columbia University Press – Trans. Bruce Watson)

Supplementary Resources:

1. Our class web page will be available on the Blackboard website at https://my.asu.edu under the courses and orgs tab. This website will feature links to the online readings, focus questions, and other course material. Use of this web page is mandatory. 


2. The Barrett Writing Center will be available during the fall 2006 semester to assist Barrett Honors College students with their papers for all their classes. Directed by BHC faculty and staffed by BHC writing tutors who themselves have completed both HON 171 and 172, the Barrett Writing Center offers individual tutoring on writing papers for the Human Event and your other courses. Its goal is to help you improve your lifelong writing and critical thinking skills, so please take advantage of its services. Go to the BWC web site at http://honors.asu.edu/ and click on "Resources for Current Students." Under Barrett Writing Center, you then can access tutoring schedules, appointment information, and academic background on the staff.  

Course Structure:

This course has a seminar format, relying heavily on in-class discussion and your participation.

1.  Reading:  There is no way around it, reading requirements for this semester are heavy. Take care not to fall behind. When reading, you should evaluate the texts for their internal coherence and plausibility as well as for the way they speak to their historical contexts. You will find that this level of comprehension demands a significant investment of time.  

2.  Participation (20% of your grade): Participation includes three things: attendance, preparation, and discussion. Attendance is mandatory, meaning that your grade will suffer if you miss classes. Participation includes preparation. The seminar will only be as successful as you make it, and on that account, it is crucial that you come to class with a well-developed sense of the readings and prepared to contribute. Participation includes class discussion. Remember the purpose of this class is for us, as a group, to discuss the materials and to explore our ideas about them. For this reason, oral contributions count measurably toward your grade. Participation also includes listening to other students. No matter how much you talk, if you are rude to the other students you will receive a low grade in class participation. ALL CELL PHONES MUST BE TURNED OFF BEFORE CLASS BEGINS! Do not forget to bring your texts to class. We will consult them frequently. If you do not have your text, I will mark you as absent.       
3.  Short Memos (20% of your grade): As a way to prepare for class, each student will be required to complete 12 commentary/response memos. Your memos should be short (no more than a half a page). In them, you should make at least two comments about the readings and raise at least two questions. You might summarize the author’s main point(s), offer a critique of the author’s argument, reflect on how the author’s argument relates to a contemporary issue, provide an alternative way to think about an issue raised by the author, or write other comments that engage with that day’s readings. I will use these memos to help shape that day’s discussion, so the comments and questions you raise are a valuable way for you to indicate difficulties or questions with the readings. My hope is that these memos will help you to organize your thoughts about the author’s argument, preparing you to participate more fully in class discussions. In addition, I will ask the students who wrote the two most provocative memos to read their writing in class. Memos should be sent to me by e-mail by 10pm the day before class – no exceptions! Please include your memo in the text of the e-mail (not as an attachment) and make sure your full name and class period are at the top of each memo. If can’t tell who wrote the memo easily, it will not be counted. If your memo is late, it will not be counted. You can miss one memo before it starts to affect your grade. People who complete 13 memos will receive extra credit. The first memos will be done in class on during the second week of the semester.

4.  Papers (60% of your grade):  There will be three 5-7 page papers, each counting 20% toward your final grade. I will hand out questions approximately one week before the due date. Late papers will be penalized one full letter grade for each day past the deadline (e.g.: from an A to a B). I will give extensions only in emergencies; please try to let me know in advance. All students will have the opportunity to re-write the first paper if they wish to.    
Plagiarism (Academic dishonesty): Knowingly presenting another person's language or ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism. Don’t do it. All Barrett Honors College faculty have access to a service that checks an extensive database of essays and cliff notes to detect plagiarism. Plagiarism, the theft of intellectual property, is a serious crime that undermines everything we are trying to accomplish in this course. Repercussions will include failure of the paper AND failure of the course, and may include referral to the Student Conduct Committee of the University and expulsion from the University. If you have any questions, come talk to me before you submit your paper. Students will be required to submit an electronic version of formal papers along with their printed ones. 

Please read “Student Academic Grievance Procedures” on the college website.
*** The readings on this syllabus may change slightly over the semester. I will notify you in class and on blackboard when I change the content of the syllabus.

Unit One: Death, War, and Sacrifice in the Ancient World
Week 1

No office hours this week. Please e-mail if you have questions or concerns.

Tuesday – August 22nd
Introduction to the class. Eternal questions. 
Thursday – August 24th
Gilgamesh (2000 BC) – Prologue and Chapters 1-3 

Week 2

Group A and B: Memo 1 will be done in class
Tuesday – August 29th
Gilgamesh (2000 BC) – Chapters 4-7 

Thursday – August 31st
Selections from the Rig Veda (between 1500 and 1200 BC) – On Blackboard

The All-Maker (10.81-2, Creation)

We Have Drunk the Soma (8.48, Enlightenment)

The Cows in the Cave (3.31, Heroic Deeds)

The Sacrifice of the Horse (10.14, Ritual and Sacrifice)

Yama and the Fathers (10.14, Death)

The Boy and the Chariot (10.135, Afterlife)

**Handout on the archaeology of ancient horse sacrifices

Week 3 

Group A: Memo 2 due on Monday (September 4th – 10pm)

Tuesday – September 5th
Aeschylus (525-456 BC), Oresteia “Agamemnon”

Group B: Memo 2 due on Wednesday (September 6th – 10pm)

Thursday – September 7th
Aeschylus (525-456 BC), Oresteia “The Libation Bearers”

Week 4 

Group A: Memo 3 due on Monday (September 11th – 10pm)

Tuesday – September 12th
Aeschylus (525-456 BC), Oresteia “The Eumenides”

Unit Two: History, Human Nature, and the State
Group B: Memo 3 due on Wednesday (September 13th – 10pm)
Thursday – September 14th
Herodotus (490-425 BC) – The History (Book 1.1-5, 1.26-95, 1.171-216) – on blackboard

Week 5

Group A: Memo 4 due on Monday (September 18th – 10pm)

Tuesday – September 19th
Herodotus (490-425 BC) – The History (Book 4.1-12, 4.16-31, 4.58-82, 4.102-142) – on blackboard

***Handout on the archaeology of the Scythians
Group B: Memo 4 due on Wednesday (September 20th – 10pm)

Thursday – September 21st
Plato (427-341 BC) - The Republic I, IV
Week 6

Group A: Memo 5 due on Monday (September 25th – 10pm)

Tuesday – September 26th
Plato (427-341 BC) - The Republic V, VI

Group B: Memo 5 due on Wednesday (September 27th – 10pm)
Thursday – September 28th
Plato (427-341 BC) - The Republic VII

FIRST ESSAY DUE - September 29th by 4:45pm 

Week 7 

Group A: Memo 6 due on Monday (October 2nd – 10pm)

Tuesday – October 3rd
Aristotle (384-322 BC) – Politics

Group B: Memo 6 due on Wednesday (October 4th – 10pm)
Thursday – October 5th
Xunzi or Hsun-Tzu (310- 237 BC), Xunzi (On Blackboard)

The Regulations of a King


Man’s Nature is Evil

Unit Three: Laws of the Faithful
Week 8

Group A: Memo 7 due on Monday (October 9th – 10pm)

Tuesday – October 10th
The New Revised Standard Version of The Bible (On Blackboard)
The New Testament (1st and 2nd centuries AD) – The Gospel of Mark

Group B: Memo 7 due on Wednesday (October 11th – 10pm)

Thursday – October 12th
The Koran or Qu’ran (7th century AD) – on blackboard

The Exordium

The Cow 

Light 

Man

Ya Sin 

The City

Oneness

Week 9 

Group A: Memo 8 due on Monday (October 16th – 10pm)

Tuesday – October 17th
Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) – The Divine Comedy, Inferno


Canto I-XI

Group B: Memo 8 due on Wednesday (October 18th – 10pm)
Thursday – October 19th
Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) – The Divine Comedy, Inferno
Canto XVIII, XX, XXIII-XXVI, XXVIII-XXIX, XXXI-XXXIII
Unit Four: Travels, Tales, and the Unknown
Week 10 

Group A: Memo 9 due on Monday (October 23rd – 10pm)

Tuesday – October 24th
Chretien de Troyes (12th Century) – “Perceval, or the Story of the Grail” In Medieval Romances
On blackboard

Group B: Memo 9 due on Wednesday (October 25th – 10pm)

Thursday – October 26th
Marco Polo (1254-1324), Travels (On Blackboard)

Chapter 5 “From Peking to Amoy”
Week 11 

Group A: Memo 10 due on Monday (October 30th – 10pm)

Tuesday  - October 31st
Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406), Muqaddimah

Book 1 of the Kitab Al-Ibar and selections from Chapter 1 (pp. 33-70)

Group B: Memo 10 due on Wednesday (November 1st – 10pm)
Thursday – November 2nd
Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406), Muqaddimah 


Selections from Chapter 3 (pp. 123-154)

Week 12 

Group A: Memo 11 due on Monday (November 6th – 10pm)

Tuesday – November 7th
Geoffrey Chaucer (1340?-1400), Canterbury Tales (On Blackboard)
Prologue

Prologue to the Miller’s Tale

The Miller’s Tale

Prologue to the Wife of Bath’s Tale

SECOND ESSAY DUE – November 8th by 4:45pm

Group B: Memo 11 due on Wednesday (November 8th – 10pm)
Thursday – November 9th
Geoffrey Chaucer (1340?-1400), Canterbury Tales (On Blackboard)

The Wife of Bath’s Tale

Prologue to the Pardoner’s Tale

The Knight’s Interruption of the Monk’s Tale

The Nun’s Priest’s Tale

Unit Five: An Age of Critique
Week 13 

Group A: Memo 12 due on Monday (November 13th – 10pm)

Tuesday – November 14th
Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) – The Prince
Letter to the Magnificent Lorenzo de Medici

Chapters 1, 5, 8-12, 15-19, 21

Group B: Memo 12 due on Wednesday (November 15th – 10pm)
Thursday – November 16th
Bartolome de Las Casas (1484-1566) – The Devastation of the Indies
Introduction (pg. 27-32)

Hispaniola (pg. 32-35)

The Kingdoms the Once Existed on the Island of Hispaniola (pg. 35-43)

New Spain (pg. 57-68)
The Kingdom of the Yucatan (pg, 79-87)

The Province of Santa Marta (pg. 87-91)

Week 14 

NO MEMOS

Tuesday  - November 21st
Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) – Don Quixote
First Part: Preface, Chapters I-III, VIII, XVI-XVII, XXI, XXV, LII
NO MEMOS

Thursday – November 23rd
Thanksgiving Observed. No Classes.
Week 15
Group A: Memo 13 due on Monday (November 27th – 10pm)

Tuesday – November 28th
Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) – Don Quixote
Second Part: Chapters I-V, VIII-XII, XXII-XXIV, XXXIV-XXXV 
Group B: Memo 13 due on Monday (November 29th – 10pm)
Thursday – November 30th
Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) – Don Quixote
Second Part: Chapters XLIV-XLV, LIII, LXIV-LXVI, LXXI-LXXIV
Week 16
Tuesday – December 5th
Course summation
THIRD ESSAY DUE – December 8th by 4:45pm
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