
An 
International 
Economy 

T i l e  economy of Middle and  Late Postclassic Me%)- 
america was truly an international one. No single polity 
was self-sufficient (chapter 4), and  n o  local o r  regional 
economic system was  cut  off t row long-distance cx- 
change networks. T h e  expansion of comnlercial ex- 
change throughout  Mesoamerica-coupled with the 
intensification of intercoriimilnic~ltion through symbols, 
styles, and  codices-helped forge Mesoamerica illto a 
single integrated econonly. T h e  tentacles o f  this i i~ te rna-  
tional economy reached far into every I'ostclassic society. 
affecting not only political dynanlics b ~ l t  also class struc- 
ture, tarnling, religion, and  numerous other  institutioils 
and  processes tha t  affected people's lives. This situation 
-an international econoniy that  crossed political Imr- 
ders a n d  affected n ~ y r i a d  aspects of life tor the hulk 
of the population-is thc hnllmark of ancient world 
systems. In this chapter we describe the contours  of 
tha t  economy. 

L A N D  A N D  LABOR 

The  hases for wealth and  power in ancient Mcsoamel.ic,l 
lily in land and  labor. In this essentiall! agrarian econ- 
omy, control over land and  its yields not only embellish- 
ed one's lifestyle, b i ~ t  also signaled political power. As 
noted in chnpter I ,  land and labor \irere more directly 
under the control ot nobles and kings than were the 
institutions and processes of exchange. 

INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE 

T h e  Middle ancl Lnte Postclassic pel-iods were a time of 
unprecedented agricultural intensification in Inany parts 
of Mesoamerica. In central Mexico, a record-level pop11- 
lation surge led t o  the transformation of the entire I,ind- 
scape as  hills, plains, and swnmpwwere all turned into 
productive plots for growing maize and other  crops. Ry 
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I 5 I 9 virtually every non-mountainous area s ~ w  the con- 
struction of some conil>ination of irrigation canals, raised 
fields, terraces, and house gardens, as  well as  fields for 
rainfall agricul t i~re (Donkin 1979; Doolittle 1990; Evans 
1990; I.6pez I 9 9  I ). Recent simillations of population 
and carrying capacity in tlie Rnsin of Mexico suggest that 
~igricultural intensification did no t  keep up  with popula- 
tion growth,  a t  least in the Basin of Mexico piedmont 
7one (\)ilhitmore and Willianls I 998) .  The  pattern of 
Postclassic agricultural intensification was  repeated in 
other  areas, including Guerrero (Armillas i 9491, Oaxaca 
(Winter 1985;  Woodbury and Neely I ~ Y L ) ,  and  the 
T ~ I - a s c a n  realm (Fisher et  al. 1999; Street-Perrott e t  al. 
I 989; see also Kojns Ral7iela I 985) .  

Agricultural features such as  terraces, irrigation sys- 
tems, and raised fields required considerable labor invest- 
ment. The  application of comparative and theoretical 
models to  archaeologic'll a n d  ethnohistorical data sug- 
gests that  terrace agriculture was  most likely organized 
on tllc household level, whereas irrigation fields were 
n~ol-e  likely subject t o  some form of stntc. o r  elite supervi- 
sion (see Smith r~)c,ha:gc)-79). T h e  case for chinampas is 
less clear; there is less comparative data ,  and  the archaeo- 
logical remains have yet t o  be '~nalyzed in much detail. 
Cllinanipas may have Iwen built and tarmed under direct 
state control o r  ns privately held estates owned by the 
nobility, o r  they may have been under the control of local 
co~ilniunities (Brurnfiel I 9 9  I ;  Parsons 1991; Smith 
1996~1:78-79). 

LAND TENURE 
In h i g h l ~ n d  central and west Mexico, territoriality gener- 
ally was  directly associated with dynastic rulership. In 
central Mexico, some ~igricultural lands were designated 
for special purposes: tlatoratlalli were lands supporting 
tlie ruler, teopa~ztlulli supported temples, and  milchimalli 
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supported the army. In add~ t ion ,  tecpnntlillli were lands 
belong~ng to  the palaces of high-ranking nol>les, pillrlli 
were the patrimonial lands of the nobility, nnci ia/prrl;~lli 
were lands pertaining t o  commoners residing in calpolli 
(Harvey I 9Xq:tiq). Much of the land, and  the labor re- 
quired t o  make it productive, appears t o  have been con- 
trolled 11) persons occupying elevated pol i t ic~l  positions, 
by religious institutions, or by more con~munally oriented 
residential groups. The precise nature of communal con- 
trol is unclear, however. This pattern from central h lex-  
ico cornparcs fairly closely with that o t  the T:irascans of 
west Mexico, where lands i l l  the core region were held b y  
the state "to produce food directly consumed by the royal 
household, upper nobilit!; and tel~lple attendants" (Pol- 
lard ~ 9 9 3 : ~  18). 

This pattern contrasts significantly with the apl3arent 
pattern among the Maya. 111 YucatAn, land and lahor 
were controllrd through lineages, sornc of them merchant 
lineages (chapter 6 ) .  Similarly, highland Guatemalan 
K'iche'an land and labor were defined through "great 
houses," which combined linenlity, residence, and tcrrito- 
riality (chapter 5 ) .  Among the Tzotzil and Tzeltal of 
highland Chiapas (Calnek 1988: 17-1 x ) ,  much of the 
land may have been administered by the community as 
a whole, with communal lands subdivided into lineage 
holdings which were further subdivided into individual 
parcels, or calnghibal. Higher-ranking towns-city- 
states, o r  cabeceras-claimed the rights t o  certain com- 
modities (e.g., salt. cacao, and perhaps cotton) produced 
insubject towns as well as  tribute in subsistence goods. 

1 Inaddition, high-ranking nobles apparently held private 
lands that were worked hy indiviciuals attached to the 
land. Finally, the nobility may have also controlled other 
lands (called "office-lands" by (;alnek) where crops such 
as n i a i~e  and beans were grown tor consumption by 
noble households; labor on  these lands ma)- have been 
a special form of tribute. 

In Oaxaca the Mixtec land-tenure system placed land 
under the jurisdiction ol' arisrocrats heading local, kin- 
based kingdoms (Spores I 967). A similar system is sug- 
gested for Zupotec kingdoms in the Valley of <)axnca, 
where early colonial caciques controlled large territories 
that they presumably had also hcld in the Late Postclassic 
period (Appel 1g8zb:Xy-gh; Oudiik 2000) .  The estates 
of local lords included agricultural lands worked by land- 
less tenants, and other resources such as salt deposits and 
stone quarries. It is not  clear i f  other lands were held, in- 
dividually o r  communally-, hy nun-nobles. 

Warfare and  conquest were persistent themes through- 
out Postclassic htesoamerica. It war a customary cind 
expected pattern for some of a conquered c o m ~ n ~ ~ n i t y ' s  
lands to be yielded t o  its conqueror, the domin~lt ing ruler 
then rewarding his valiant supporters with grants of 
these same lands (P. Carrasco I 999: 37-39, -59, I 4 j) .  

Conquered conln~unities typically were also required to 

make tribute payments to  their new masters. The  corn- 
plex and fluctuating history of warfare resulted, tor any 
city-state, in a mosaic of control ovcr land, tributes, and  
labor drafts: some control resided with the local I-uler, 
some with a conquering ruler, some with an  earlier ccrli- 
clueror, seine with esteemed noble warriors-all of whom 
doubtless also held lands in other city-states (I? Carrasco 
1999; Gibson I 971 i. 

CRAFT PRODUCTION 

Beyond basic subsistence needs, Postclassic Meso- 
amerlcan peoples enhanced and embellished raw materi- 
als to produce a wide variety of utilitarian and luxury 
objects. These production processes entailed considerable 
knowledge, training, and labor organization. 

SPECIALIZATION A N D  THE ORGANIZATION OF PRODUCTION 
The commercialized international economy of Late Post- 
classic klcsoarnerica was hased in part on  a high level of 
specialized craft production. Here we break the concept 
of spccializarion into several separate dimensions in or- 
der to explore the variation in Postclassic production 
proccsscs. O u r  scheme follows that of Costin (1991).  

l n t ~ n s i t y  of P ~ o d u i t i o r ~  
Although one of thc first questions often asked about  
cratt production and specialization concerns the intensity 
of the lahor input-was it full-time o r  part-time?-this is 
one of the most difficult dinlensions to document with ar-  
chaeological and historical data.  Nevertheless, a number 
of patterns have been suggested tor Postclassic proiluc- 
tion intensity. In a n  influential paper, Brunlfiel ( rq87b)  
suggested that in Aztec central Mexico artisans produc- 
ing luxurv goocis-featherwork, jewelry, sculpturc- 
were urban-lmsed full-time sprcialists attached t o  elitc 
patrons, whereas many producers of utilitarian goods- 
pottery, basketry, stone tools-were rural part-time pro- 
ducers n:ho worked independently and marketed their 
own goods. In ethnographic and historical accounts of 
many peasant societies, part-time rural craft production 
is taken up  t o  compensate for declining land access or  
declining yields (Cook 1982; Kellenbcnz 1974; Thirsk 
~ 9 6  I ) ,  and this is a likely context for the development of 
rural craft production in many parts of Postclassic Meso- 
america. Although documentary sources in central Mex- 
ico and Yucatin l ~ s t  numerous specialists (Brun~fiel 1998; 
Clark and Houston 1998; Rojas J 98h ) ,  it is often not 
clear whether individuals priicticed their specialties tull- 
tilue o r  part-time. 

Scale of Produc~iotz 
In Postclassic Meso i~~~ ic r i ca  the scale of production 
ranged from the househulcl t o  the workshop. Many im- 
portant commodities were produced a t  the household 



level rather than a t  the workshop o r  industri:ll scales. 
The lowest level o t  production, tet-med " h o ~ ~ s e h o l d  pro- 
duction" by Peacock ( 1982), invol\lcs production ~ l t  
Ilome for domestic consumption withill the household. 
Although low levels of householcl l > r o d ~ ~ c t i o ~ i  p r o b n b l ~  
exisred for a variety of utilitarian goods, this kind of pro- 
duction fol- Ll\e has fewer extcrnal economic connections 
and implications than d o  the larger-scale and more corn- 
plex patterns of production tor  excl1;lnge. 

Household prod~lc t ion  for exchange, termed "house- 
hold industry" in I'eacock's schen~e ,  was widely prnc- 
ticed. Redundancy in production activities among 
Postcl:assic domestic zones within indi\~idual communi- 
ties is a common observable pattern  masso on 20003). 

Production of con~modi t ies  such as  textiles and ceramics 
was probably donc a t  home on  :I parr-time basis, with a 
small silrplus destined tor external exchange (chapters j 2 

a n ~ i  34) .  Chert and  ch31cciio11y s t o ~ l e  too1 production in 
Belize, for cx;aniple, was a home-based, p:~rt- t i~nc craft 
;~ctivit!. (Michaels 1987, 1994; Alichaels and Shnfel. 
1994).  Other  types of local procluction were carried ou t  
in ~narkctplaccs on deniand. For instance, Fcldman 
( I  978: I I ) S L I S ~ ~ S ~ S  that  rctail merchants in the highlancl 
Maya area produced and sold goods such as  ohsidian 
hlades o n  this basis. Prtty producers in A7tec ~na rkc t s  
performed similar activities (Anderhon et  i l l .  197h), and  
the presence of crucibles for smelting copper- o n  the 
Maya trading canoc encounrrred by C:olumb~is (ch,lptcr 
I )  suggests a similar pattern. 

A n  cxample of v~lriable specializat~on nt the house- 
hold level can be seen 11t the small h1:iyan island settlc- 
ment ot  Laguna de  O n ,  where all dolnestic areas that  
\vcrc cxtcnsivcly tested yieldcd possihle evidence of cc- 
r a n ~ i c  production in the form of features that might ha\,e 
been potting hearths  masson on rooou) .  All domestic arcns 
had spindle whorls. O n e  area had greater proportions of 
lithic debris than other dotnestic zones, and another area 
had greater proportions of milrinc shell debris. No  exclu- 
sive distributions of' production or  consumption debris 
were noted in areas tested a t  this settlement (chapter 34). 
l 'hese data suggest that houscliold production was ~ a r i -  
nblr within this community. It is difficult t o  gauge the 
volume of p r o d ~ ~ c t i o n  or  the amount  of surplus generated 
hy each household, hut the allloLlnt of dcbric is not  great 
and s ~ ~ g g c s t s  that cottage inductries sul,ported other 
activities of household maintenance a t  this snrall rural 
location. Similar pattcrns of low-level domestic craft 
production are reported a t  Aztec-pcriod sites i l l  Morelos 
(chapter j 2) .  

A larger scale of production existed for several ilrban 
craft i~idustrics in central Mexico. The  cit>ystntc center 
of O t ~ l m I x ~  Ilad nulnerous :irecis with high concentrations 
of tile rem~lins of production of obsidian blades, bifaies, 
jewelry, figurines a n J  o thr r  ceraniic objecth, and  textiles 
of mague! fibers ((:liarlton et 21. 1991;  Nichols I 994; 

Otis Charlton 1993 j. The localization of the artifact con- 
centrations S L I ~ ~ C S L ~  eicher intensive household produc- 
tion o r  else n.orkshops for these products. Many  of rhr 
full-time luxury artisans working in Tenochtitlan were 
probably ot-ganizcd on a workshop level as  well. Even 
so, the CoJex  hlcndoza (Rerdan and Anawalt I gg r : ? :  
f .  ;.or) suggests that l uxu ry -c r~ f t  skills were hdnded 
do\vn ~vithin fanlily units. 

Some industries, such as obsidian extraction and salt 
production, were highly specialized, and their production 
appro;lched an industrial scale (chapters I y, LO). These 
industries arc archaeologically conspicuons because of 
the large quantities of debris and specialized facilities as- 
sociated with production. An argument has  Ixen made 
that utilitarian ceramics in the h layan  area were mass- 
proiiuced during the Postclassic period, since their torm 
;~t tr ihutes  are highly s ta~idarJizcd (Kathje 1975; Sabloff 
~ i n d  Rathje ~ 9 7  51'). These authors  suggest that the stan- 
cIardi7,ntion ot crranlic forlii and the coilfiguration of 
footed howl.; were conducive to the transport of these ar- 
tifacts in exchange acound the Yucatan Peninsula. How- 
ever, suhsecluent analysis of ceramic pastes has revealed 
that  ceran~ics wece made locally hy most communities 
iKicc I 980) ,  probably a t  the household level (Masson 
~ o o o a ) ,  and mass-product~on facilities for ceramic man- 
~lfacturc have yet t o  be located a t  any site. Increased stan- 
dardization o t  p~iste  attributes in areas such as the Petkn 
may signify the monopolization of production by fewer 
specialized producers (Rice r 980 ) .  Many utilitarian and 
ritual ceramic forms bear close silnilarities a t  Postclassic 
k l , ~ y a  s ~ t c s  acrohs the peninsula after .\.I). r 1 yo. This pat- 
tern is probably due t o  intensified economic interaction 
between the northern and southern lowlands after this 
time. 

Cot?crtltratio)l of Prodzictiotl 
This dimension of specialization concerns the physical 
location of production facilities. Brumfiel's (198;b) 
model of Aztec rural utilitarian crafts and urhan luxury 
crafts, ~iientioned above, is relevant here. It  is clear that 
throughout Postclassic Mesoamerica many crafts were 
produced in both rural and urban settings. There was 
consideral,le v ~ ~ r i a t i o n  among Postclasaic cities in the 
scale or  concentration of craft industries. For example, 
consiiler Otunlha,  Huesotla ,  and Yautepec, all Aztec 
city-state towns of equivalent size and s t a t ~ ~ s .  
Otumbil was  a major industrial center (Charlton et al. 
199 I 1, Huexotla had few craft industries beyond the 
LI biquitous textile production ( B r ~ l m f  el I 980, I q8;a), 
and Ya~ltepec had a level o f  production inrermediate 
hetween the two (chapter 2 ) .  Yautepec, in turn, had 
considerahly more craft ;activity than  rural sites in 
hlorelos S L I C ~  as C:~iexco~ilatc and Capilco. 

The  concentrated production of particular goods in 
certain residential districts has heen Joculncnted in the 



archaeological record and  from rthnohistorical accounts 
for a variety of cratts: the preparation of maguey cloth 
(Nichols 1994; Otis Charlton l ~ ) c ) q ) ,  the working of ob- 
sidian objects (Otis  Charlton 1993: 160;  Charlton I 994: 
239), the fabrication of  shell ornamclits (chapter j q ) ,  and 
the fashioning of fine feathered items and  manufacturing 
of precious stone and  metal ornaments (Sahab w n  ' I 9 so- 
1982, book 9 ) .  'l 'hr craft industries a t  Otunlba varied in 
spatial location and  concentration. For illstance, ohsid- 
iancore-blade and basalt workshops were scattered 
about the area, while lapidar!,, figurine, and  mnguey fiber 
workshops tended t o  be concentrated, perhaps into indi- 
vidual calpolli (Nichols 1994: 182-1 8 j ) .  With the exccp- 
tion of the centralize~i obsidian core-blade workshops, 
industries were located in residentiiil a r e x ,  suggesting 
household-based production concentrated in specific 
community sections. Given their locations, these special- 
ists were most likely independent operators rather than 
attached to elite patrons, and  much of their p rod~~cc ion  
probably circulated through the regiou's lively market- 
places (Nichols r 994: i 84-1 86; Otis (:harlton 1994) .  
One exception may have heen the lapidary specialists, 
who might ha \e  produced ILIXUI-y objects for elite pcltrons 
(Otis Charlton r 994:  I 9 8 ) .  

The Prodzrctiotz Process 
This dimension of specialization, no t  dealt with hy 

/ Costin ( ~ y g l ) ,  concerns issues such as tlie segmentation 
of tasks, level of standardization, and  the volume o f  
output. In complex econon~ies like that of Postclassic 
Mesoamerica, the production of certain goods was fre- 
quently not limitecl t o  a single location. In many in- 
stances, a raw material was de\~eloped, altcl-ed, 
improved, and embellished in silccessive stages hy differ- 
ent specialists on  its way t o  becoming a finished and 
highly desired con~modity.  Consider, for example, the 
production of cotton clothing. a crucial commodity in 
the Postcl:lssic world systrm. The  evidence for cotton 
fiber and cloth production suggests a complex set of 
spatially separated sequences carried oilt across diverse 
regions. 

i While many inland valley arcas o f  I ~ i ~ I i l a ~ ~ d  Meso- 
america qualified as cotton-growing ;ireas (e.g., i n  

sent-day Morelos stare), cot ton W ~ S  mos t  widely 
n along the coastal strips 2nd long river valleys 
hing inland frtrin the Gulf and the Pacific. Cotton 

~nning and weaving, however, extended b r o ~ d l y  across 
verse ecological regions, f rom highland to  lowla n d  lo- 
les (with spindle whorls for cot ton spinning being 
und widely across all inhabited elevations?. Kaw cotton 
as moved to spinners and weavrrs by the farmers and 
y long-distance merchants of the O Z ~ O T M P C ~  variety 
erdan 1987b, 1988). The  context for exchange was 

t likely the many marketplaces in both the highlands 
lowlands. Indeed, in Aztec times all especially lively 

marketplace tot- cotton was a t  Acazacatlan, a highland 
community i~ i  the eastern Sierra. 

Cotton cloth was often creativel!l and painstakingly 
embellished. Adornments included spun rallbit fur, spun 
feathers, and dyed threads for embroidery. Spun rabbit 
tur and  the spun feathers o f  "ordinary birds" such as  
ducks and turkeys wrrc sold in the Late Postclassic 
pcriod a t  the grand Tlatelolco markctplace and  may 
have heen purchased there by the weaver herself. These 
eml~rllishments also nlay have been added by the pur- 
chaser (or  producer) of a plain cotton cloth who  might 
then personalize the item o r  create a drsignated piece of 
tribute cloth or an item for further sale. This entire pro- 
cess is no t  tully understood, but it does appear that,  a t  a 
spccific level, the rabhit fur merchant also specialized in 
dying those turs (Sahagiln 1 9 ~ 0 - 1 9 8 2 ,  book ro:77), that 
dyes were produced and sold independently of spun 
threads (10:77), and  that the marketplace seller of spill1 
turkey and duck feathers also spun those feathers (10: 

9 1 ) .  So the creation of thesc c~rlbellishments involved 
specialists beyond the cotton spinners and weavers thcrn- 
selves. 

Similar complexities in production processes can be  
secn t'ol- other comn~odit ies ,  particularly those destined 
for elite consumers, such as fine feathered adornments  
and valuahle stone or  metal jewclry. Each step and ex- 
change o f  hands, of course, iticrraseci item's value (and 
cost).  

Socicrl (1,'ontr.z-t of Prod~tct io~z 
Variation according to  social status can he secn through- 
ou t  klesoumerica in the social context of various types 
of p roc l~~c t i o~ l .  For instance, the distribution of spindle 
m~horls a t  the highland Xl'lya site of Canajaste suggests 
t h ~ t  spinning may have Ixrn  ,ln elite activity (Blake 
I 9 8  j : j r o ) ,  whereas a t  most hlesoamerican sites, virtu- 
ally every doruestic unit was engaged in spinning and 
prohallly we'iving (Faurnan-Fich~iiari 1999; Masson 
roooa, LOCL) .  Ethnohistoric documentation stresses that 
every woman ill  Mesoamerica was exprctcd to  spin and  
weave (Berdnn I 987a) ;  some elite households may show 
a greater a b ~ ~ n d a n c c  of that activity due to polygynous 
p.;~cticcc. 

In highl:i~l(f ~\lesoarnerica s o n ~ e  sl>eciclIizcd p r o d i ~ c t i ~ l i  
Lippears to have colne under the control of specific 
groups, although "monopoly" is too strong a word t o  
use. This is par t ic~~lar ly  the case in the production of lux- 
ury wla~-es, which tended t o  he concentrated in urban con- 
texts and performed h y  full-time speci~~lis ts ,  sometimes 
uncier the sponsorship o t  elite patrons (BI-i~mfiel 198713). 
It is no t  surprising that producers o t  precious stone orna-  
ments, shining ~ n e t ~ l l  jewelry, and  fine teatherwork would 
l>ecome concentrated and  controlled: the raw materials 
were expensive, the training ilndoilbtedly intensive, and 
the st:lndards of elite c(>lisumers high. 



PRODUCTION AND COMMODITIES 
Production processes call also be annlyzcd in terms of the 
types of commodities produced. 

Loc-'11 litilitariarz Production 
The  local production of utilitari'ln commodities is repre- 
sented in the manufacture of items such ;IS everyday tex- 
tiles, ceramics, stone tools (of chert, chalcedony, and  
other  local raw material),  fishing i~nplements ,  animal 
o r  plant products, a n d  grinding stones. This type of pro- 
duction occurred a t  the household level in most commu-  
nities, with variation according t o  locally available 
resources. It also tended t o  rely o n  generalized knowl- 
edge and  skills, a n d  while there was some specialization, 
this was no t  extensive. (Perhaps the greatest amount  of 
speciillization w a s  found in ceramic production, which 
required a significant outlay of equipment such as kilns.) 
The  variations in resource nvailahility led t o  intercom- 
munity exchllngc in areas such as  central Mcxico, O a x -  
aca, and  northern Belize (Berdan et  al. 1996;  hlc.Anany 
I .).)I). M a n y  comnlodities were circulated first through 
local market exchange before entering tlie long-ciistance 
(including maritime) trade network for more distnnt des- 
tinations. 

Lrtsliry Gootis 
By a t  least the L'lte Postclassic in the Rasin of Mexico, 
luxury goods were produced in both \vorkshops and  
households, a n d  those households were incorporated 
into hroadcr residential organimtions (see chapter I 8 for 
further discussion of luxury commodities).  These u r h ~ l n  
residential "guilds" r e g ~ ~ l ~ l t c d  membership, controlled 
quality in production, provided training, a n d  involved 
their m e ~ n b e r s  in specific religious activities (Snhagun 
1 9 5 0 - l q 8 ~ ,  book 9 ) .  They included, most notal>ly, the 
featherworkers, fine I,~pidaries, and  metalworkers (of 
gold a n d  silver). In Oaxaca,  where such clrtisanship at-  
tained a remarkable level of sophistication, luxury arti- 
sans were members of the nohility (chapter r r ) .  In 
northern Belize, there are  ver \  few categories of locally 
procluced luxuries represented in the archaeological 
record. Indeed, luxuries in the Maya  area were often 
imported (Kepecs ct 31. 1 9 9 4 ) .  Shell ie~vclry and  carved 
bone are possible luxury goods produced in the eastern 
Maya  lowlands a t  sites like Lagunn d e  On (Masson 
IL)L)L)~ ,  L O O O ~ ,  LOOL),  a n d  Colha (Dreiss 1994) ,  and shell 
ornaments  were imported into zones such :is the Maya 
highlands in completed form (Blake I 9 8 ~ : ;  3 2 ) .  

Prorfrrctio~z f;)r Long-Distatzce t:.uchat~ge 
Production geared toward long-distance exchange can be 
seen ~ v h e r e  relatively unique or  superior resources were 
concentrated ancl were i l l  demand a t  distant destinations 
as  well as  locally. Salt, obsidian, and  cloth were ~ ~ t i l i t a r -  
ian items that fell into this category for both central 

Mexican and  Mayan  areas. Other  products such as 
cac'lo, honey, wax ,  dyes, a n d  animal proclucts also were 
produced for intra-lowlatid a n d  international exchange 
in the Mayan  area (Blom 19 j r ;  Piha Ch9n I 9 7 8 ) ,  and 
commodities such as  cochineal, copal, a n d  paper moved 
in a simililr fashion in central hlexico (Berdan 1988) .  
Variation existed in the scale of salt a n d  other  cornmod- 
ity production a t  different localities (chapter I 9 ) .  For the 
most  part, salt, obsidian, a n d  cloth were probably pro- 
duced for export in greater quantities than other  com- 
modities due  to  a high continuous demand for these 
items. Granitic o r  basalt nietates from highland Maya 
'Ireas are another category o f  utilitarian itern tha t  was ex- 
changed t o  the lowlands a n d  t o  coastal ports, although in 
lesser quantities than  other  long-distance commodities 
d e s t ~ n e d  for d'uly use. L u l u r y  goods also were manufac- 
tured tor long-d~st,ince exch'lnge, though In m a l l e r  
clu,intltles (see below). 

COMMERCIAL EXCHANGE 

The  Postclnssic commercial economy entailed systems of 
tr'lnsport, markets,  money, traders and  merchants, and 
internationcll trade centers. Together these yielded vigor- 
OLIS economic interrelationships linking diverse polities 
and  regions throughout  the hlesoarnerican world.  

TRANSPORT 
The  technology of transportation in ancient Meso-  
america Lvns quite rudimentary. Water t ransport  using 
d u g o ~ l t  canoes (like the ones encountered by Columbus 
and other European explorers; see discussion below) was 
relntively efficient hut \v:ls largely limited t o  coastal 
routes (Ed\vards 1978)  since only a few navigable rivers 
followed trade routes (Lee and  Navarrete 1978) .  Over- 
land transport costs, hobvever, lvere quite high. Although 
the concept of the wheel Lvns known-as evidenced in 
wheeleci toys (Uiehl and  Mandeville 1987)-it was  not 
put t o  work for transport purposes because of the lack 
of appropriate draft animals a n d  the ditficulties of the 
n ~ o ~ i n t a i l ~ o ~ ~ s  terrain in many areas (Hassig 1985) .  
T h ~ i s  on overland routes all goods had to be carried 
on people's backs. 

These transport cost factors had scveral implications 
tor tlie increased exchange in the Late Postclassic econ- 
o ~ n y .  First, specialized groups of burden-bearers assumed 
import,lnt roles in commercial transport.  Overland carri- 
ers, called tlainct?zr in N a h ~ ~ a t l ,  became prominent in 
Aztec trade (Hassig 1q85) ,  and  M a y a  merchants used 
slnves as  canoe paddlers. Second, most long-distance 
trade g u o d ~ v e r e  high-value luxury items a n d  special 
nonluxuries with high levels ot 'demnnd a n d  relatively 
low hulk, such as  obsidian and  high-grade salt. 

Energetic reconstructions show the inefficiency of 
transporting hulky goods such as  grain, ceramics, o r  



ground stone over large dist:inces, leading Drennn~i  
(19843, 1984h)  t o  postulate that long-d~stnnce ceramic 
exchange was never very extensive in ancient Meso- 

i america. Srnith (1990) responded that this is an empirical 
issue, and that  in Postclassic central M c ~ i c o  large q ~ ~ a n t i -  
ties of decorated ceramics were exchanged over long 
distances (see also Smith LOO I a ;  Smith, Neft, and Fau- 
man-Fichnian 1999). The  fact that  intel-regional ceramic 
exchange was s o  widespread, and that imported iernmic 
vessels were present in virtually all Middle and Late Post- 
classic commoner households (chapter j z ) ,  are  inclica- 
tions of the high level o f  commercialized cxchange in tlie 
Postclassic economy. 

1 MARKET SYSTEMSAND MONEY 

Marketplaces were n prominent feature of tlie Postclassic 
Mesoamerican landscape. Unfortunately, marketplaces 
leave little in the way of archaeological remains, and  
their presence and imporlance are largely gleaned froni 
Late Postclassic doci~mentary sources that  portray tlie 
situation as it existed in~mediately prior to  the arrival of 
the Spaniards. At that  time, marketplaces were found 
throughout Mesoamerica hut  were especially common in 
regions that encouraged specialized production o f  a vari- 
ety of products and  hence required a venue for exchange 
ofconsiderable quantities of utilitarian and luxury goods. 
Other regions were less diversified, yct the loca l i ra t io~~ of 
important resources led to specialization of production in 
these areas as  well. 

Marketplaces varied in scale, func t~on ,  and range. The 
largest and most diversified market in Mesoarnerica in 
the Late Postcl:issic was at  Tlatelolco, sisrer-city of the 
Mexica capital of Tenochtitlan. This metropolitan mar- 
ket may have served r o , o o o - ~ 5 , o o o  people dail!; and 
40,ooo-50,000 on  every fifth day (Xnonymo~is  Con 
queror 197 1 :392).  Institutionally, this market contained 
judges and supervisors ro assure order (possibly high- 
ranking members of the professional merchant "guilds") 
and other officials t o  collect taxes on \~endors.  This was 
a multipi~rpose market serving tlie I i~xury needs ot  tlic 
most discrin1in:iting nol7le LIS well as the everyday needs 
of virt~~ally anyone. Vendors r a n ~ e d  froni well-traveled, 
professional high-status ~i ierchants  who offered precious 
feathers and valuahle stones, to regional merchant5 car- 
rying bulky cotton and cacao from lou,lnrid sources, to  
local vendors \\rho traded small lots o f  goods such ,IS 

chiles, pottery, and  firewood. 
While the Tlatelolco market was an economic nttrac- 

tion, it was not the o~ i l y  trnding venue. Specialized 113ar- 
ketsdeveloped reputations for the availability and 
quality of certain products: dogs a t  Xcolman; ceraniics, 
cloth, and fine g o i ~ r d s  a t  Texcoco; slaves a t  Xzc,ipotzalco 
andItzocan; and turkeys at  O r u ~ ~ i h u  and Tepep~llco 
(Berdan r g 8 j : j 4 6 - j 4 ~ ) .  I l u r i n  ( I 971:278) stares that 
these specialized sites were established through adminis- 

trative policy. However, those policies evidently did not  
dictate n3onopolic.s a s  all o f  tlie products listed above 
were common in niarkets throughout Mesoamerica. 

C)ther markets enjoyed brisk activity and the atten- 
dance of Ioc,il, regional, a r ~ d  long-distance merchants. 
Some of these, located along the fringes o f  major polities, 
can be considered l~orderland phenomena and  exhibited 
some ambiguous characteristics oi international trade 
centers. These includcd large masketa a t  C:holula and 
Tepencac along the TlaxcalanIAztec border in the early 
sixteenth century, a t  (:oaixtlahuacan in Oaxaca in the 
niid-fifteenth century (Kerdan I 985: 3 54-3 j ~ ) ,  and a t  
Xicalanco on the G~ l l f  coast (chapter I 7). In the Pvlixteca 
Alta, and perhaps in the Valley of Oaxaca as  well, bor- 
cierland markets enahled populations of adjacent polities 
to  cxchange goods without li:iving t o  cross each other's 
territor); and  they may have also been linked to  periodic 
religious celebrations and  pilgrimages (Pohl et al. i 997).  

Some markets are particularly interesting for how they 
integratcd economic exchange with religion : ~ n d  politics. 
Cholula, for instance, wss  a n  important con~~ue rc i a l  and  
pilgrimage center that was also subject t o  some political 
manipulation when its niarket, like that  o t n e a r t ~ y  Tepea- 
cat, W;IS required to stock jewcls, precious stones, and 
fine feathernwrk (Lhrlin 197 r : r78 ) .  While Cholula also 
drew travelers with religious goals, both it and Tepeacac 
also n1Lrst have heen havens for long-distance merchants 
dealing in high-value merchandise. Thcse two niarkets 
were suhiect to  political dictates that s t i rn~~la ted  tr:ins- 
regional trade and strongly encouraged professional 
merchants t o  cross politically defined borders. 

Fairs Lvere annual markets that  integrated religious, 
cornmercicll, and social activities (on fairs in general, see 
Allix 1922; Abu-Lughod 1 9 8 ~ : s  1-75), Well known to  
the early explorers from Europe, fairs were mentioned 
from various parts o f  Mesonn~erica. Freidel's ( I 9 8  I h: 
3 7 8 - 8  I )  pilgrimage-market tair model, featuring regu- 
larly scheduled c:llendric:il festivities organized hy com- 
munity leadcrs, describes thew important occasions for 
tr:idc and exchange. Religious pilgriniage was  closely 
linked t o  ~ne r i a~ i t i l e  activity a t  the site of <:ozurnel (Frei- 
del and Sahloff I 984 ) .  Fcldman ( I  g85:14, 56)  also pro-  
posed that  fairs were held o n  ritu,ll occasions to promote 
trLide hetween central Mexican trnders and private 
tr:iders froni [lie C;uatemalan highlands. References 
t o  markers in T:~basco associated with huge fairs and 
religious sanctunries for pilgrin~age arc noted hy Ler 
( 1 9 7 8 : ~  6; see , ~ l s o  B lo~n  I 9; r:  54 5-546). Other  market 
towns n t  the time of Spanish contact were of great com- 
nierciill import hu t  did not  combine sacred and secular 
attributes. Frridel ( I 98  1h:j8 I )  refers t o  towns such a s  
Chauaca and Conil as  p ~ ~ r e l y  1ii:irket towns where the 
p1.iinary activity was trade. Some markets ohserved in the 
< ;~~a t cn l a l an  highlands as early as the I ;4os  were held on 
a daily h a s i ~ ,  and political otficials presided to resolve 



disputes (Feldtnan 1978:  r 2) .  Kepecs (chapter  j) reviews 
documentary evidence for markets and comniercializa- 
tion in Late Postcl;~ssic Yucatlin. 

T h e  documentation of market  exchange in tlie ;~rch,le- 
ological record is no t  easy. Marketplaces are quite elu- 
sive a t  archaeological sites, a n d  in tlieir e t tor t  t o  
distinguish market  e x c h ~ ~ n g e  from other, more politically 
controlled forms of exchange, a~.chaeologists have re- 
cently turned their attention t o  the effects o t  different ex- 
change systems on h o ~ ~ s e h o l d  inventories. Hirtli ( 1 9 9 8 )  
a n d  Smith ( I  9 9 9 )  have argued tha t  rnarketplvce e r -  
change results in the distribution of high-value goods t o  
many households, irrespective of social class. 111 contrast,  
elite gift exchange and  otlier politicnlly controlled ex- 
change systems distri1,utr !uxury goods exclusively t o  
elites. I11 applications of this approach,  Smith (chapter 
3 2 )  a n d  Masson (ch~lp te r  34)  find such nonexclusive dis- 
tributions of imported luxury goods (i.e., a t  both co111- 
moncr  and  elite residential contexts) a t  sites in Morelos 
a n d  northern Belize. 

Marke t  exchanges were facilitated by tlie use of v ~ ~ r i -  
clus types of money ns media o t  exchange. The  most com- 
~ n o n l y  mentioned money form w a s  cac30 beans, \vhicti 
served as  widely distributed "small cliangc." Although 
cacao w a s  grown in var io i~s  lowland aretis (Rergmann 
I 9 6 9 ) ,  Soconusco was  the leading pro~iucer  in I'ostclassic 
times (chapter  3 5 ) .  The  use of cacao as  money is known 
from central Mexico (Rajas 1998)  t o  Yucatiii (Pilin 
C h i n  1978)  a n d  as  far south us Nicaragua, wherc 
Oviedo y ValdPs described cacao beans as follo\vs: "They 
guard thein anci hold them in the same price and esteem 
as the Christians hold gold or  coin; I>ecause these al- 
~ n o n d s  are  regarded as  such by them, LIS they can b i ~ y  all 
things with them" (Oviedo y Valdes r 8 5 ~ :  I:; i 6, in 
T o w e r  i 9 4 i : 9 5  n. 4 1 7 ) .  

Exchanges of more highly valued goods were t~icili- 
tuted by the hroadly accepted cj~iachtli, o r  large white 
cot ton capes (Rojas  1998) .  Another signifcant money 
form was the T-shaped bronze or  copper "money-axe," 
which may havc served not  only as a m e d i i ~ m  of ex- 
change, but  also as  3 standard o t  v ~ l u e  and a storage 
o f  wealth, albeit in a niore restricted geographic arena 
(chapter 2 1 ) .  For Yucat~in,  Landa and  other sources 
mention the use of various items as  money: copper hells, 
T-sh~lpeii copper  axes, red shells (perhaps S p o ~ d y l ~ ~ s  sp.), 
precious stones, and  cacao (Piria C h i n  1 9 7 8 : 4 j ) .  In high- 
land western Guatemala, salt was  noted a s  a form of 
money alongside cacao, textiles, a n d  copper  axes (Feld- 
m a n  I ~ ) 8 5 : 2 1 - 2 ~ ) .  The  presence of these various tornis 
of money in the Mesoamerican w o r l ~ i  system is another  
indicator of the high level of commercialization of tlie 
Postclassic economy. Jn addition, tlie cievelopinent of 
moncy forms suggests some standard17atlon In exchange 
proceases across the world system. 

MERCHANTS 

Starting w ~ t h  their very first contacts with Mesoamerican 
peoples, the European explorers were impressed with 
native mcrch~1nts, w h o  ranged widely and carried 3 di- 
versity of commodities along coastal routes. The  canoe 
encountered by (:olurnbus (chapter L ) ,  with 25 people 
and a large supply of t rade goods, was sufficiently note- 
worthy to he recorded in several written accounts (see 
Edwards 1978: r 99-204; Sauer 1966: I 28-1 29) .  Two 
decades later Cortes encountered a trade canoe loaded 
dow11 with salt a n d  maize that had just lett t rom a 
"canoe port" along the north coast of Honduras  (Ed- 
wards I 9 7 8 : ~ 0 4 ) .  

Merchants from Xicalanco, a n  international trade 
center (chapter 17) along tlie Gul t  coast,  complainecl to 
Cortks that  their trade with the east coast of Yucat in had 
been disrupted hy Spanish activities. Thrse  coastal mer- 
c1i;lnts h ~ ~ d  u hroad k~iowledge of distant peoples and 
pl,~ces; the first notice the Spaniards had of the Pueblo 
peoples of N e w  Mexico came trom a merchant's report 
t o  Nulio d e  C;uzman on tlie Gulf coast near PAnuco 
(Sauer i 966: I 29) .  The goods carried in the dugout  
canoes were a11 key commodities in the Postcl:lssic world 
system: cacao, copper axe-money, col>per/hronze hells, 
ol>sidia~i tools and weapons, decorated textiles, and salt 
(chapter I 8 ) .  

Early descriptions from diverse areas  of Mesoamerica 
suggest the existence of two types of professional mer- 
chants  in many areas: high-status merchants w h o  traded 
in luxury goods and  were either members o f  the nobility 
o r  helonged to guilds that restricted nieinbership; and 
regional merchants of lower st;itus w h o  often specialized 
in fewer commodities traded within individual re&' 71011s. 
In addition, many market  vendors were part-time, petty 
traders w h o  sold goods produced by themselves o r  by 
tlieir families; these individuals can  he considered a third 
type of merchant. These three types are  documented 
most fully in sources from tlie Basin o t  Mexico, but evi- 
dence trom other  areas suggests that similar patterns held 
in most of Mesoamerica. 

Pctty Ve~zdors 
At the smallest scale were local individurils marketing 
small cluanrities of their o w n  surplus production, includ- 
ing relatively inexpensive co~nmodi t ies  such as  tood- 
stuffs, herbs, pottery, baskets, a n d  firewood. In these 
cases, household producers engaged in marketing as part 
of tlieir overall economic strategies a n d  typically did not 
travel f3r t o  nttend a market.  Early descriptions of the 
Tlutelolco market suggest that most  of the sellers were 
petty vendors of this type, and Saliagun ( 1  y 5 0 - ~ 9 8 2 ,  
I>ook 9 )  provides the names and  descriptions of many 
types of petty vendors. In highland Guatemala, petty ven- 
dors  (termed "retailers" by Feldnian 11 9851) known as 
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ajaqabali in Kaqchikel were : ~ \ s o  "the niost com~i ion  of 
all merchants" (Feldman I ~ 8 . 5 : ~  I ). These i n c l ~ ~ d c d  arti- ' sans (such as obsidian workers)  w h o  made their products 
to order in the marketplace. I'etty \ 'endors are suggested 
for Tarascan markets in the R~lLliifjt~ h l i ~ / ~ o : ? ~ . ~ i t ~  (1'01- 

Regional Merc-harzts 
Beyond these many individ~lals were full-time r eg io~~a l  
traders who carried more-val~iahlc goods across regions, 
traveling trom market t o  market in a n  eftort t o  gain a 
profit (Berdnn r 988) .  Tht. presence ot 3 I;irse number of 
these merchants (callecl tlirr~ec.~iilo in Nahuatl)  is indica- 
tive of the high degree ot  comniercialization in tlie Meso- 
american world system. These merchants were instru- 
mental in moving 1;lrge cl~iantitics of "bulk luxuries" 
such ascotton, cacao, and salt over considcrahle dis- 
tances and rough terrain, making these cotnliioditiei 
broadly available hcyond tlieir more ~restrictecl produc- 
tion zones (chapter j; ). 

In his description of higlilnnd C ; ~ ~ a t e ~ n a l a ,  Feldman 
(1985:~0-1 I )  calls these merchants "petty traders." 
Compared to the high-status merillants. regional nier- 
chants made shorter trips and often cicalt in a single COII I -  

modity such as salt. The cotton vendors a n d  fishn~ongers 
inYucatan mentioned by L a ~ i d a  (-IOzzer r 94 r :r; n. 294) 
were probably regional merchants, as  were the itinerant 
peddlers describe'{ by Koys  ( I 94;: j 1-52) who carried 
their own p;lcks (chaptcr 3;). Pollarc\ ( I  c , 9 ~ : 1 ;  1 - 1  72) 
notes that neither Aztec poclitcca nor Tarasciln \tare nier- 
chants-both high-status merchants-crosscd tlie 'l'aras- 
canlAztec border, and thus the cl-oss-border exchange 
discussed in chapter 1 4  was proh:~l?ly in the hands of 
regional merchants-perhap< Otomi  or Matlatrinca 
peoples-from the horder nren. 

gh-Status Merchants 
category ot ~uercl lant  received the 111ost attention hy 
writers. In Aztec central Mexico, the li~gli-status 

erchant category is represented hy the poclitccn, profes- 
a1 merchants who resided in specific call?olli in sev- 
Basin o t  Mexico cities. Meml?ersIlip in the pochteca 

anization was strictly limited. These nierchrir~ts were 
only successful entrepreneurs, bu r  also very well con-  

cted politically. The Tlatelolco merchants, for instance, 
rried merchandise o n  expeditions on  their own hcllalf 
well as for the Mexica ruler, who,  it appe:~rs, 11seJ 
eseindividuals as dipIoni:ltic envoys to extra-empire 

ecenters (Sahagun 19-jo-ry82, hook 9) .  In  addition, 
e merchants were politically active in serving as spies 
omeca) for the Mexica ruler nnd in overscei~ig the 
est marketplace in the realm, Tlatelolco (Berdan 

78). The poclltecas' 5t;ltus was sonlewhat ~ l i i h i g ~ ~ o u s  
Aztec society: they were of comrnoner hirth, h ~ r t  t he \  

p~-o\.ideci e~sent ia l  goods nnd significant services t o  the 
stcite and to 11ol,le5, and many of them \yere nccumulat- 
ing en~.iable wealth hy the time of the Spanish arrival. 
1,ess is known nhout Tarascan high-status merchants, but 
; ~ ~ a i l : ~ I ~ l e  i n t o r n ~ ~ ~ t i o n  suggests even closer links to the 
state; i~lcleeci, Pollard I I 99;: I 1 9 )  calls these tr,iders 
"state long-ciistnnce mercl\nnts." 

In other parts of' Mesoamerica high-status merchants 
were members of the elite. Many polities in Yucatin. for 
example, wcrr r~llcd hy merchants. We know ot  a Coconi 
lol-d \z~lio a\,oided the massacre at  Mayaplin hecause lie 
was ~ \ \ ~ ; i y  011 J tl-acli~ig expedirioll to  Honduras (Koys 
r 9 6 2 : j j ) .  I'iiia (:hiin (1978:44)  quotes Herreru y Torde- 
sillas as  foIlo\\~s: "In this land o t  Acalan, they ~ l s ed  to 
make the \vealthicst nlrrchant th r  lord, and thus it w ~ s  
r\poxp,llon who h ~ d  great tr,ide.. . land] agents In many 
t o w n \  ul ierc falrs wcre held." T \LO hlaya terms for mer- 
ch,~lit  are often ment~oncd ,  but ~t I S  not cle,~r \vIiat these 
Ine'int, nor how they correspolid t o  our  ccltegorles here: 
'pplr~tlz' meant "protes\lonal merchant," ,ind 'nl1 p/)lorrr 
 yo^.' meant " travel~ng rnerch,lnt" (chaptel- 3 ;). 

In highland G~la te rn~i la ,  too, merchants were nobles. 
C:hinpanec:i lords, for example,, \vent on long trading ex-  
peditions. The  number of s~ i ch  high-stat~ls merchants in 
this area was quite low, suggesting resrrictecl mcnibership 
(Feldman I 98j:zo-2 I ). In  the sm;ill polities of the hlix- 
tec and %:lpotec 'ireas of Oaxaca,  mel-chants and luxury 
craitsnien wcre innior ~nemhcrs  of the nohility. The niel-- 
chants ~~nclcr took  long expeditions to distant re&' '1011s 
\vllere tliey t r~c led  in luxur!. goods and  tlie priniriry 
materials ~ l sed  in the ~ i i i~nu fac t~ i r e  of iewelr\~ nnd other 
fine ohjects used for displ:iy, gifting, and hl-idewenlth 
(chaptel- 1 2 ) .  The  head merchant encountered hy Coluni- 
hus icliaptcr 1 )  w:is PI-obably a high-status merchant, 
judging Ijy tlie diversity of commodities carried, the size 
o t  the expeditioll (1.5 persons, including slave paddlcl-s), 
a n d  tlie haughtv hehavior of tlie head mt.rchant ~vhel l  lie 
first encountel-ed the Europeans (Fdwards I 978 ) .  

The cases reviewed above show two patterns for high- 
statlli ~ i ~ e r c l i ~ ~ ~ i t s .  111 areas where sniall politics I-enmined 
the  sole political form, high-str~tus nicrchants were 
members of the local nobility. In tlie Aztec and T a r a c a n  
empires, tio\vever, illdependent groups of Iiigh-status 
mercliants came into existence. These mcrcli,ints-the 
Aztec pochteca and Ta~.:iscnn state n~erclinnts-served 
dual I-oles as  agents of the state ~ l n d  as  independent elltre- 
preneLIrs. Several authors 1i:lve suggested that in Aztec 
society the pochtecn formed an enierging rlliddle class 
between tlie nohilit?, and the comliioners (Snriders I 992;  
Hicks I 999).  

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
Long-d l i t an~e  trade augmented , ~ n d  enlianced the a v a ~ l -  
~17111t\ of Ioc,~.l(~[eci resoLIrce\ a n d  n i L ~ ~ i ~ ~ f a c t u r e d  goods 



among the many polities of the Mesoamericln world sys- 
tem. High-status merchants were the primary agents o t  
this trade. K'hile they traded in marketplaces t l i r o ~ ~ g h o u t  
Mesoamerica, these entrepreneurs t o c ~ ~ s e d  their energies 
a t  strategically located international trade centers tha t  
provided especially inviting and  attractive venues tot- 
their commercial activities (chapter r 7). At  these locales, 
tar-ranging merchants established and  maintained con- 
tacts tha t  transcended thcir o w n  Iiomelarids, thus toster- 
ing a n  international flavor to  the economy. 

In the Maya  area, such long-dist,ince trading activity 
is known primarily through t w o  sources of information: 
historical docunients and the identification of exotic 
materials such as  o b s i d i a ~ ~ ,  greenstone (and  other ~ n i ~ i e r -  
als),  and  metals a t  sites where they a re  no t  locally ,l\,aiI- 
able. Ethnohistoric documents descrihe tlie circum- 
peninsular ties o t  northern M a y a  merchants (Scholes and 
Roys I 948: j; Sablotf and  Rathie r 9 7  j h )  a n d  the travels 
of Aztec pochteca From higlilanct bases t o  lowlalid tracie 
ccnters (Saliagun I L , ~ O - I ~ ~ L ,  book 9) .  O n e  example is 
the C:ocom lord mentioned above who escaped assassina- 
tion during the overthrow of M a y a p i n  I7ecause lie was  
away o n  a trading expedition t o  the Bay of Honduras.  
Trade ccnters were located a r o ~ ~ n d  the peninsula d u r i ~ ~ g  
the l'ostclassic (chapter I 7) ,  and  mercliarits w h o  fre- 
quented these centers pla).ed an important  role in distril>- 
~ ~ t i n g  coninioditics produced in various territories of tlie 
Yucatiin Peninsula ns ~ r e l l  as  tliose ohtaincd f r o n ~  more- 
distant l o c ~ t i o n s .  

T h e  ports o t  Xicalanco and  Potonclian were critical 
gateways bet~vcen the Maya polities a n d  those of the 
Gult  Coast,  the isthmus, a n d  highland RZexico (chapter 
I 7). Merchant  niercennries froni 'lhbnsco were interested 
in the economy of the Maya peninsula, and  thcir I-e- 
peated interference with the regi~nes o t  M a y a p i n  in 
northern YucatAn (Karrera a n d  Morley I 949: tnhle ( 7 )  

attests t o  their desire t o  maintain political links tliat 
would promote international trade. \Xiliile M a y a p i n  ex- 
erted considerable power in the territories of nortliwest- 
ern Yucatili  tha t  surrounded it, its political co~i t ro l  was 
weaker in territories of the northeast,  tlie east coast,  a n d  
the southern lowlands (Pollock I 962: I I ;  Koys i 962) .  
T h e  site was  intluential in no~ipolitical respects in tliese 
territories through promoting trade, torming political 
alliances, and  disseminating religious doctrine tliat local 
elites adopted t o  promote their o w n  prestige. hlercliauts 
in these easternlsouthern territories probably negotiated 
their o w n  trading rel,~tionships with Xicalanco (chapter 

5) .  
L L I X U ~ ~  items were ni~i jor  foci o t  long-distance inter- 

regional exchange. Cacao froni T:ihnsco and  Honduras  
was  imported into northern Yucat in in substantial quan-  
tities tor use as  currency (Tozzer I 9 4  I :;-; Scholes a n d  
Roys 1948::; Kergmann I 9 6 9 ) .  Other  luxuries i ~ n p o r t e d  

into the Maya  area were otwidinn, gold, bronze, tur- 
quoise, dyed rabbit fur, and  slaves (chapter 21 j. Luxury 
itcms traded from Xicalanco into tlie Aztec realm in- 
cluded tanned teline skins, carved tortoise shell, and pre- 
C ~ ~ L I S  stones such as  amber and jade (Scholes and Roys 
I 9 4 8 : ~ ~ ) ) .  While the international trade centers (chapter 
I 7)  ser\,ed as lively exchange venues tor luxury goods, 
they also were the scene of less prestigious exchanges. 
Aztec pochtecCl, for instance, carried trade goods attrac- 
tive and appropriate to  commoners  as  well as  nobles 
t1-on1 the Basin o t  h1exic.o t o  lowland Xicalanco (Saha- 
gun I 9 j 0 - I  982,  hook 9) .  

In tlie [.ate Postclassic, merchants from the Basin of 
hlexico (and  :issociated with Aztec imperial expansion) 
were particularly active. While most  of these pochteca 
confined their entrepreneurial etforts t o  the imperial ter- 
ritor): others were granted special privileges t o  trade be- 
yond tlie imperial boundaries in lucrative international 
trade centers such as  Xicalanco. From the perspective of 
tlie Basin of Mexico, these merchants were especially ac- 
tive in acquiring high-value, low-hulk luxury objects and 
rnw materials tor consuniption by the Aztec elite. These 
prestigious materials inclucied tropical teathers, jaguar 
pelts. fine objects ~ i i a d e  of precious stones and metals, 
and cacao (see Kerdan I 98-17, I 992b) .  While these same 
prociucts and goods were paid in tribute t o  the Aztecs by 
some of their richly endowed conquered provinces, this 
trihute ~ v n ~  clearly not  sufficient to  meet the expanding 
s tandard of livi~ig o t  a hurgeoning nobility. 

POLITICALLY CONTROLLED EXCHANGE 

N o t  all exchange in the Postclassic world system \\'as 
open a n d  comniercialized. A ~ i c i ~ n t  Illesoanlerican forms 
o t  politically controlled exchange such 3s trihute and 
elite gitt exchange continuecl t o  function in Postclassic 
times. O n e  interesting feature of these exchangc mecha- 
nisms in the l'ostclassic period was their close connection 
t o  com~ncrcialized exchange and the other institutions of 
the world system. 

TRIBUTE 
~I~ribute-a one-way, vertical transter of goods and serv- 
ices-was the primary mechanism tor financing expen- 
sive state enterprises and  lavish s tandards of living for the 
elite. It ~ I s o  required an established hierarchy o t  officials 
t o  collect, record, a n d  distribute this incessant flow of 
goods. Frequent and  sustained military conflict in Post- 
classic times otten resulted in the d o n ~ i n a n c e  of one city- 
state over others. O n c  goal o t  such conquest was the 
exaction ot tribute from subjugated peoples, and these 
demands accentuated tlie vertical movements o f  goods 
a n d  services already entre~iched in the hierarchical 
order of individual city-states themselves. In the best- 



documented example, a t  the time of Spanish contact tlic 
Aztec empire demancied r eg~~ ln r ly  sclicdulcd tribute pay- 
ments trom 38 conquered provinces and  maintained 
"client" relations with 17 others (Berdan et i l l .  1996). 

Such imperial tribute demands had important cco- 
nomic consequences. First, they stimulated an increase 
in local production in order to satisiv these additional 
requirements. Foods t~~ f t s ,  textiles, raw materi'~Is, 2nd  
specialized manuf:~ctures produceci in tile PI-ovinces were 
all transferred t o  the urbanized Basin of Mexico tliroi~gh 
tribute channels. This tribute had serious effects on 
donor areas. After Aztcc conquest o f  the <;uanhnahuac 
area of Morelos, for example, the region experienced in- 
creased agricultural and  textile production along with a 

decreased standard of living (chnpter 3 2 ) .  Smith warns 
us, however, to  also consider the possil7ility that  orher, 
more-localized economic processes niay have contributed 
to the changes (Smith and  Heath-Smith I ~ 9 4 ) .  

A second significant consequence of imperial tribute 
imposition was the stimulation of long-distance ex- 
change. Many tribute goods-particularly tlie elaborate 
feathered warriors' costumes-were manilf:lctilred from 
products that did 11ot occur naturally in the tributary 
regions, and as  a rcsult provincial rulers or others had t o  

i engage in commercial exchange t o  obtain tlie proclucts or 

j raw materials dema~ideci by the Aztec enipirc. Thus  in]- 
perial tribute directly stiniulatrd exchange in provinci,ll 

: areas; indeed this was part  of a deliberate economic strat- 
I egy on the part of the Aztec rulers (Bcrdnn et al. 1996: 

124, 1 ~ 5 ) .  
It should be kept in mind that,  under Aztec hegemony, 

conquered nobles were obligated to  give service and/or 
goods to  a more powertul ruler, and conquered common- 
ers paid iri service ;ind goods t o  not only their oc1.n ruler- 
ship, but to the i~nl-rerial powers ns well. 'l'he quantities 
of goods and thc extent c ~ l  acrvice moving vertically wcre 
considerable, but it is difficult t o  dcteriiiine i f  the bur- 
dens were onerous. In  one reconstruction of tl-il~ure levels 
from early Colonial docun~ents ,  Slnitli ( I  994b) con- 
cluded that although imperial tribute in blorelos \\,as 
modest a t  the household level (given the ;~re:l's high pop- 
ulation), the intermediate levels of tributc-to city-stntes 
and local nobles-were almost certainly quite :i hit 
higher. Aztec iluperial tribute quantities and  collection 
procedures varied greatly b y  province, as  documented in 
the Codex klendoza (Berdan and Annwalt I c)c)r~. Varia- 
tion in tribute arrlong, o r  "gift giving" requirements for, 
Aztec client statcs ("st l -~tegic provinces") is su~limal.ized 
in chapter 6. 

TheTarascan inlpcrial administration appea1-s some- 
what more uniform and  regular tlir~n that f o i~nd  in thc 
Aztec empire. At the most lx~sic level, tributes collected a t  
the local level were partially allocated to  the support  of 
locally based state officials. The  remaining amounts  bvere 

passed on t o  regional centers, from urhere they wcre de- 
livered t o  Tzintzuntzan o r  t o  military installations on  the 
bordcrl,inds (chapter I 5). 

Tlic centrally ~ d m i ~ i i s t e r e d  tribute systems of the Aztec 
'ind T:ir:iscan enlpires contrast markedly with tribute in 
thc <ni:lller states of Oaxaca and the M ~ y a  region. None  
of the Late Postclnssic hli.utec, Znpotec, o r  hlay,i politirs 
held territories a s  large a s  those of tlie Aztecs or Tar-as- 
cans, so  tribute collection operated on ;I much smaller 
scale. Among the Mixtecs and  Zapotecs the rulers of 
cac ic~zgos ,  o r  city-states, exacted tribute in goods and 
services from their subject populations; tribute was then 
redistributed to other members of the nobility, t o  reli- 
gious and  craft specialists, to  servants and  tenant farm- 
ers, and 011 ceremonial occasions t o  the population at  
large (Appel ry8ra :  r ~ 9 - 1 4 1 ;  Spores 1967, I 984; Oudijk 
10001. 

In Yucatln, tributes for the Middle-to-Late Postclassic 
Moynn polity of h layapjn  included foocistuft's ~ I I C I  cloth- 
ing for the palacr, military obligations, and other forms 
of service (Roys 1 g h z : ~ o ) .  In the Guatemalan and  Chia- 
pas higlilunds, it is generally assumed that  small Maya 
polities, as well as  the expansionistic K'iche' polity, ex- 
~lcted tribute from subject co~nmunit ies .  Several highland 
(;ilate~nala polities controlled territories in the neighbor- 
ing Pacific coastal lowlands, where they sent administra- 
tors to  ensure the flow of tribute to  the highland centers; 
trihute co~isisted ot' both goods and services (Orel lana 
r 9~)5:40-4 r!. For I~igliland Chiapas, there is little direct 
evidence regarding Postclassic tribute practices, but a 
sixteenth-century Tzeltal dictionary includes native 
words tor "trihute payer," presumably referring t o  a 
I'recolumbian socinl category (Calnek lq88 : jq ) .  

GIFT EXCHANGE 
No t  a11 meaningtul economic exchanges took place 
through markets o r  tribute channels. Elites frequently 
cngaged in reciprocity and  gift giving t o  solidify political 
relations and social standing. Throilgliout the Meso- 
amel-ic,ln world system, the elevated status of elites was 
overtly cxhibitcd, and  one's achievements and social 
position were signaled with ostentatious displays of 
grandeur. .4lthoilgh n o  actual acco~int ing exists, consid- 
erahle quantities of luxuries IiiLIsr havc passed hands 
as elite m~irriages were arr;inged, political alliances 
cemented, and a ruler's underlings rewarded for loyal 
service. Mnny of these transactions took place a t  re- 
stricted elite feasting events; Pohl ( r 9 ~ ) 4 a ,  1998a,  I 99")) 
l i~is  described these for the polities of the h4ixteca-Puebla 
region (chapters 10, 22,  3 I 1; Srnith (1986)  and Brurilfiel 
( I 987b) review tlie evidence for feasting a t  Aztec impe- 
rial clite gatherings. 

Some of this gift giving was relnt~vely symmetrical, 
some a s y m ~ n e t r i c ~ ~ l .  Gilt giving among rulers o t  city- 



stares appears t o  have txen  normative. D ~ ~ r i n  ( 1994:  I 70, 
340) describes t\vo occasions in which rulers o t  enemy 
city-states were invited t o  Tenochritlan hy tlie hlexica 
ruler. The  host  impressed his recalcitrant visitors jvith 
lavish presents. including exquisitely worked clothing, 
sandals, featherwork, jewelry of gold a n d  fine stones, and  
jaguar pelts. These gifts provided econonlic ancl display 
dimensions t o  the definition of soci,ll and political ties. 

111 asymmetrical contexts, cot ton clothing was most 
c o m ~ n o n l y  bestowed o n  ~lnderlings by rulers in a rnnnner 
suggesting a personal payment for services. For inst~lnce, 
a t  cliffering events, the hlexica ruler hesto\ved clothing 
o n  priests tor their role in religious ceremonies (e.g., 
1)uran I L ) L ) ~ : I ~ J ,  306, 3 0 7 )  and o n  valiant \v,lrriors for 
their successful eftorts o n  the battlefield (SahagGn ly-jo- 
1981, book 8) .  Other  rulers presented hlexica enlissaries 
with precious clothing, flowers, and  tobacco ( D u r ~ i n  
r994:33';). h l o n s o  d e  Zorita describes some of these 
events: "The lesser lords made gitts t o  the supreme ruler 
a t  certain festivals held every year; rhey did this in 11c- 
knowledgement of their subjugation a n d  \.assalage.. . . 
When a festival had ended, the supreme ruler gave t o  the 
lesser lords, his vassals, and  t o  the lords of neighboring 
towns w h o  attended these festivals, rich cloaks and othcr  
presents, ~ ~ c c o r d i n g  t o  the quality of each lol-d. Thus  
these lords departed content and well rewnrdcd for what  
they had h r o ~ ~ g h t "  (Zori ta  1~)6; :188-I  8 9 ) .  

In imperial settings s ~ ~ c h  as that  described hy Zori ta ,  
gift giving has ;I clear "ciisplay" dimension, b ~ i t  in areas 
where city-states were of a more equal standing, sym- 
metrical reciprocity had the consequence of economi- 
cnlly cementing ~neaningful  social and political 
relationships (chapter  12). In either case, there were 
economic consequences I,eyond the more overt political 
aspects. In the first place, city-state rulers ~-ecl~lired sus- 
tained supplies o f  sulnptuoLis luxuries for  distribution, 
entailing tlie availahiliry o f  precious r,i\v materials ~ n d  
tlie "employment" of skilled artisans t o  fashion those 
rn'lterials into esquisite objects worth giving. For relia- 
bility, this may suggest :I patron relationship. Second, 
highly vslued luxuries changed hands ,Icross city-states 
and regions without  the intervention of merchants, 
markets,  o r  international trnde centers. Despite the high 
degree of comn~ercialization of the econolily, other 
mech:lnisrns for distributing goods operated in the 
Mesoamerican worlcl system. 

INTEGRATION OFTHE ECONOMY 

The  Postcl:~ssic Mesoamerican economy was multidi- 
nlensional. Eco~iomic units and processes were integrated 
and  interwoven through political decisions and  institil- 
tions, through commercialization and entrepreneurship, 
and  through international relations 2nd exchanges. 

POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE ECONOMY 

'['he degree of political control over the Postclassic Meso- 
american economl- varied both by region and by eco- 
nomic sectol-. In some polities, p a r t i c ~ ~ l ~ i r l y  the Tarascan 
empire (chapters 13 ,  1 9 )  a n d  the small states of the 
hlixteca-Puel,la region (chapters I o ,  22) ,  many aspects 
of production and  exchange were heavily influenced 
by political processes and institutions. In other  areas, 
notably Azrec central ~ V e x i c o  ' ~ n d  the Yucat in Peninsula, 
much of the economy w a s  more open and  comrnercial- 
ized. T h e  greatest distinction in political control,  how- 
ever, was [~c tween  econonlic sectors. In niost Meso- 
american polities, land and lahor were strongly 
co~itrol led by nobles and the state, whereas most ex- 
ch,inge processes (3~31- t  from trihute a n d  gift exch,xnge) 
were relatively autonomous of political control.  

7 7 

I h r o ~ ~ g h o ~ ~ t  I'ostclas~ic klesoanierica the basic eco- 
nomic factors of land and  labor were predorninarely con- 
trolled tly political lenders, whether they were city-state 
rulers and  nohles (central a n d  west Mexico) ,  heads of 
lineages ( the hlnya area) ,  o r  kin-based lords of kingdoms 
(Onxaca) .  These elite with political power commanded 
rights t o  agricultural yields, person;il services, a n ~ 1  trihute 
in-kind from workers  at t ,~ched t o  those lands. These 
arrangements hecanie more hiernrchically complex fol- 
lowing c o i i q ~ ~ e s t ,  \vitli suzerainty over conquered lands 
a n d  Iahor claimed by conquest states o r  imperial powers. 

Political control over craft production, while intense 
in a few cases, does not  appear  t o  have been pervasive. 
Extl-active industries were situnred largely o n  the fringes 
of political dominion and  not directly administered by 
large polities, although Tarnscan political control over 
copper mines in west ~Vexico  may represent an excep- 
tion. M o r e  direct political i n v o l v e ~ ~ i e n t  can  be seen in 
cei~tralized urban contexts, particularly in the nianufac- 
ture of luuury ohjects. Since the primary consumers of 
these products \%,ere memhrrs  of the elite, some I L I X L I ~ Y  
artisans were directly attached to palaces (particularly in 
the klixteca-Puebla polities described hy Pohl in chapter 
211, while others were concentrated in residential dis- 
tricts that  co~itrol led nlenihrrship, production, and 
qualiry in exclusive, guildlike settings. Similar political 
control can  he seen with the orgauization of professional 
merchaiits. In  the Basin of Mexico, some of these 
pochtecn trnveled with state goods, acted as  spies, and 
served as  marketplace judges. In the Mayan  exchange 
sphere, rnerchant linc,iges comhined entrepreneurial 
interests with political power. 

r l l tho~igh city-state rulers in many  areas exercised 
rights t o  taxation 111 their marketplaces (Hicks 1986), 
most evidence suggcsts tha t  the market systems and  long- 
distance exchange systems were nutonolnous conimercial 
institutions that  flourished partly hecause they were out- 
side of direct political rnanipu1:ltion (Rlanton I 996) .  In 



some areas, as in Tlaxcnla, political control may liave 
been more intense; there the market was said t o  hclong t o  
the ruler of Ocotel i~lco (Klanton I 9 y h : j  r ). Neve~.theless, 
the dominant characteristics o t  marketplace exchange in 
Postclassic Mesoamtrica 1vt.1-e its pervasiveness, inde- 
pendence, tluidity, ~ l n d  high degree of co~nmercial izat io~i .  

COMMERCIALIZATION A N D  ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

As seen above, polities exercised some meas~l re  of pl-opri- 
etorship and  control over colnnlcrcinl institutions. Tliese 
same polities, however, stimulated commercial ventures 
and entrepreneurship. The  stature of hlayan merchant 
lineages, for example, Lvas based on  success in t r ,~ding 
ventures; Aztec imperial tribute dema~ ids  often required 
a conquered populace t o  trade for goods in local o r  mol-c, 
distant rnackets; and  professio~~ii l  merchants sponsored 
by city-st'lres also traded aggressively in their o\vn Iner- 
chandise. 

A further indication of incre;lced co1111ncrcinlizntio1i 
involves the accumulation of wcaltli hased on nonpoliti- 
cal criteria. In central Mexico, there was considerable 
variation in propcrty levels among commoliers (Harvey 
1984), susgesting that some were accluiring n~enlth 
through supplementary specialized productio~i  nndior 
commercinl ~ ~nde r t ak ings .  Sinlilarly, professional lner- 
chants differed in nf f l~~ence ,  some achieving nn ahun- 
dance of riches (Saliagiln 19 jo-I  982 ,  hook 9 ) .  C o l n ~ ~ l e r -  
cialization liad developed so  extensively in the Postclassic 
that many rncrchants trading over I - cg io~~a l  2nd long dis- 
tances could engage in trading o n  a prosperous full-time 
basis (Berdan I 988) .  Both ~i larkets  nnd international 
trade centers were targets for tlie entrepreneurial ,111ibi- 
tions ot thcse rr~lders. An essential c o n t r i b ~ ~ t i o n  ot tlie 
international trade centers to the ivorld system was their 
rulc in stimulating exchanges across political borders and 
integrating nierchants from distinct and distant polities. 

The importance of comrncrcialized marketplace 
exchange is also revealed a t  the level of the consumer. 
Households a t  even tlie sm;lllesr rural settlenienrs in higli- 
land hlexico and lowland Kelize liad access to a wide 
variety of imported goods, including luxury goods also 
used by local elites (chapters 32, 34; see discussion above 
ot Hirth's model).  Markets anct their impacts were fclt 
strongly not only in highly ~ ~ r b a n i z e d  contexts, but a t  all 
levels of society. 

AN INTEGRATED INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 

The general processes identified here for the I'ostclnssic 
economy-namely, an expansion of economic ilctivity 
with a varietv of complex i nc t i t~~ t i o~ i a l  find procr\sual 
contexts-took place across all of Mesoan~erica and be- 
gan \veil before the expansion of the Arrec empire. \Vhilr 
the most dftailed find voluminous evidence for markets, 
professional merchants, cr:ift specialization, clnd t r i b ~ ~ t e  

conics from Aztec records, we  can adequately document  
nll ot thcse institutions for otlier areas of Mesoamerica 
and  conclude that  mnskets and commercial enterprises. 
in general, increased dramatically during the course of 
tlie I'ostclnssic period. 

P~.oduction eftorts and exchange activities provided 
an  interconnected web of spatial a n d  hierarchical links. 
Koth production and  excharige enterprises transcended 
individunl city-state polities in I .ate Postclnssic Meso- 
america. In some cases, production of ;I single co~n rnod -  
ity required the h;ind< of different specialists in separate 
city-states, o r  even regions, to  reach its finished form, 
creating honds of econo~nic  expectations. In  addition, 
the uneven geographical distribution of resources en- 
c o ~ ~ r ~ g e d  speci3llz:ltion in production, with desirable 
products nnci com~nodit ies  av:iilable in specific and  
known locilles. These circulnstances stirnulilted excharige 
specialists, and  the movenients of goods through polities 
a1 i~1  ;icross rcgions often entailed the servic~es of petty, 
resional, o r  long-distance merchants ~ v h o  carried not 
only merchandise hut  also intorni:ltion, ideas, and 
somttimes political clout. 

M,ltrri,ll goocls 31id ohlignrory services also ~ n o v e d  
\.crtically t l i r o~~g l i  tlie Iiierarcliical social and political 
stI-LIc.tLIres of l'ostclassic Alesoamerica. Some production 
nctivities in workshop contexts mily liave been attached 
r o  rulers o r  other  noble p:itrons; this patron-client rela- 
tionship also perrained t o  some professional merchants 
~v l i o  carried their rulers' gooils tor  tracie in distant areas. 
These production and mcl-cantile fictivities were geared 
toward supplying elite consumers with prestige goods, 
and in some cases recluired the world system's most spa- 
tially far-tlung relationships (chapter r 7). 

T'rihute imposition, tlie most overt of the vertical eco- 
nomic links, served t o  channel surplus production verti- 
cally within find beyond individual city-states. In doing 
so ,  it also required, in some exes, the intensification of 
existing horizontal marketing ties, as well as  the spread 
of local styles and designs in production. This  can he seen 
in the payments of decorated textiles t o  Aztec Pmprr t r s  
in tlie Late I'ostclassic: the designs d o  n o t  derive from 
the Aztec repertoire, hut from their provincial places of 
origin (Kerdan and Ana\vaIt I 9 9 2 ) .  I n  thcse economic 
Inovemcnts, then, infltlence was trorn the bottom u p  as  
well as  from the top  down. 

-1-liesr economic reli~tic~)nsliips elid no t  take place in 
i so lu t io~~,  but were tightly woven into thc complex social, 
rcono~ii ic ,  and religious institutions of thc Mcsoamcricnn 
world s!.ste~ii. Prod~icrion was household-based, kin- 
based, or guild-b;iscd; it was "ilidcpcndrnt" or  "att;ichrd"; 
it \vns completed hy one individualigroup, o r  by more 
t h a ~ i  one; a n d  it was dil-cctcd toward uniuersal, special- 
izeei, o r  elite consLlmcrs. F.xchi~nge rook place in a variety 
o f  mnrkctpl,lce settings, a t  i ~ i t r r l ~ a t i o ~ i a l  trade centers, o r  



t h r o ~ ~ g h  tribute, a n d  was engtlged in by a mosaic of iner- tion, permeated the i i i n ~ l y  dimensions and  levels of Meso- 
chants  a n d  traders with small-scalc goals o r  heightened ,111lel.ican life. A particularly corn~nercialized facet of the 
ambitions. Economic 3ctivities therefore no t  only linked I'ostclassic economy was found a t  international t rade 
the Mesoamerican world system along territorial dirnen- centers, the suhject of the next chapter by Gasco and  
sions, but  also, given their high degree of commercializa- Kerdan. 
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