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"Mary, Semuel Ehzabeth
" % Phoebe, Jane, Hannah nndJohn
£l The church minutes for June
E’all *1791, state “Nickless Wood-]
t‘ ﬁn”Ledy parkes and Elizabeth’

s Neall haine nhnut "to’ remove

. or. ”.“-'w:—’::;i 1’5 -

granted. to them..” (nc)' "', " ‘;
'I‘ ¢ "Woodfins" ‘moved? ts
B“ncombe County, North Cnroh,,s

' na, where they resided for several ™"
'years Péfore moving f to MeMm

‘County, Tennessee, where h
dled

Hen;n thtspn.uand
Ehza eth,‘, his . wxfe,.founde¢
' Whitson's3. Fort near.! Wilton
" Springs- Jellerson County+(Cocks :
Coun y.was created from Jefler’
“son, unty.in'1797) deeds indiz~
cate they were buymg and selhnF

Jand #n that area in the 1790s.,

i -David Jobe .was the: seventh
‘child ©f Abraham -and Elizabeth *
Jobe' of :Shenandoah County, =

 |oVirgt x:'i YHe“married Lézannah..

"E’thtsm“- sister of ‘the - above ™

_Willigtm Whitson. They had the -

Mollow'ing: children: .Abraham,:

Willian, and Joshua, David and
. his wiife: moved to Kentucky. ¥

: msp*and cold.: The swinter sun 3k 2\ The; mmutes estabhsh ‘that 7
“shdnexbrightlyjassit) ﬁltered\k;many6l'themembershadhvédmg,
through the ‘Windows-of thé third .. the'area since 1785 and wanted a
building to house the Big P:geon-. church'located near them. Rev.

. Primitive'.Baptist Church, ... . Jonathan Mulky and W:]ham
~. %Members and friends gathered “Reno,-both from Buffalo Ridge::
there on the first Sunday of this" Bephsf. Church in Washington,” |;
month ‘just as ‘members.-have’ -County; - assxsted thelr'-.
done for exactly two hundred orgamzahon Rrps s 3
_.years, The warmth:;which .’ The HolstonAssoclatxon fourid

““radiated from the wood stove at’-them™*ripe for constitution” ‘in’
the front of this small ‘country..;1787. On December 6,12 men and !
church was more than equaled by ".-women met at the home of James .
the “warmth of friendship " as .  English on,the Big Pigeon River.’
members extended the hand of % Enghsh and *Nickless” Woodfin’

-Tellowshxp t.o fnend and atmnger ‘were: “received . by experi-. [, faham McKay, son ol‘Moses n

alike, - ence”—more familiar terminolo- d Nhry Jobe Mc'K.ay ‘and his :.

‘uFor two centuries the Bng gy .would be "saved.” The other : " anf - Rachel .0'Dell ’McKay
geon Primitive Baptist Church 10, William Whitson, David Jobe,' ‘wile,, ted circa 1783 to Cocke

of Cotcke1 (iom:ity };las p[ro\nded ,Abraham McKeay, Elizabeth®
'$piritual-leadership for? its «‘Whitson,” Lezann Jobe,. -Rachel McKa
members:.The-oldest church in ;i McKay, Mourning Pnor, Mourn- : % 4, Vkﬁfimenmg'nzsofggf
ithe’ !:eounty, it was' organized:. ing Denton,  Darcus. Jobe, and . * duringf D ANATI A
YDecember6,1787," with"12:¥Mary *White;* ev1dent]y ~had* ‘; was a very educated ‘man. s
Zinembers, TOdB}'; many of the Jettersfrom their home churches. .~ They had 10 children: David,
raescendants of early county pion-," James English was a charter * | ;Abe, Jeremiah, Isaac, Leah,
;,'éem such as thé Bryants, Cleven-; ! “member, who quickly shook the . . Merium, Betsy, Lidia, Elizabeth,
fgers and Slsksareshll members; " ' dust of Cocke County from his - and Abagaﬂ Two of his descen-
;%‘ (Fortunately for.: genealogxsts feet. A ‘minute for June 1791 ~¢dants are L.S. McKay and Mary
nd; hlstonans the minutes Of notes that the “church cons1der~ed 8y ard Lo mpn g _.__....—,
}hxschurchsumve Aphobostahc('the disorder of James English for - . " McKay was chosen the
#topy is available in the Calvin M.'®, ot app]ym g for a letter of dismis- - church’s first dlerk and served in
gMcClung Historical Collection of i sion.”.The last trace of him is" " that capacity for 36 years. On
{ e.Knox ‘County Public berary found in Governor John Sevier's” July '5,.1823, -he resigned -on
Bybtem' i’ Knoxville, endatyped‘l \Cormmssnon Book " where he s eceount "of “old. ‘age.and. being:
itranscript is available bt 'Stokely” feppomted an ensign in the Grain- "  feeble 2. His Zson; - Jérém: ah%
¢ ‘%*E’baxliélgﬂga?bl:;k N_eggort;;' ) BeL County: militia, June ':16,"j ~assumed “the- clerkllnp =
Rocserextan ¢; County 4%1800.: 75+ :"% ' X
. rds Peter Fine's store ledgerff'{ ¥ Nicholas"Woodﬁn sxgned"'the'  Mourning Thomson Pryor wad,
dates from approxxmately 1790. " bath of allegxance to the United *
; ty)joecupancy land:?grant.; States ‘in “Montgomery County,
rveyﬁ ivere recorded’hma 18071«.”‘V1rg1me, in1777. He was a Revo<:
é earliest census for the wmtrﬁluhonaw Warsoldier, and was: i
R PSP Y. A e n"vta
_ carhest knowu “Written document,, (breenbner County,” Yugima,--
.Y available for Cocke County. - now West Virginia. - " 7o |

3 ’&’(’,u,, y from Shenandoah’ Coun:’

| the wife of Richard Pryor, They’:
: migrated early from Cocke 'Coun-
' ty ta Sumner County, Tennessee;..
where they remained only ashort .
.| time before moving to Logan
County, Kentucky, where
.Richard Pryor died in 1797..
Family genealogists differ as to

s .;Qldates ‘of ‘coming and going; -
community’ events They provxde

. '-«:“r; ’

"They record the names of
Ashbrook in 1786. She was born

May 3, 1766, and died August 9,
1845 Thelr chxldren were: Sarah

: huisbands, wives, and children;

R

*.He married Hannah Mary : r

what happened to Mourmng..
Hogg Denton, wife of Abraham .
Denton.’ Some believe she died.
here, others that she migrated
west with other family members:



" {.John White

{~—Darcus_McKay Jobe was"the"
wife of Samuel Jobe, who received

. aland grant from North Carolina
. for his Revolutionary War:
service. Dorcas was a daughter of
Zachariah McKay and his_ mfe
', Lydia (Whitson?) McKay, "

The Jobes had five chlldren"
-Jacob, Caleb, Abraham Isaac, ,
.and, Daniel. - .

PDarcus and Samuel m:grabed
first to Monroe County,‘
Kentucky, where her.name is.
;recorded as a member of the Mill
’ Creek Baptist Churchm1798-99,-
“then to Missouri where Samuel
: died circa 1819, Her death dateis*
“unknown. .. tie MR

.Of all the charter membera of .
[:Big Plgeon Church, ‘Mary White.
| poses the biggest enigma. A deed

, between - William -Whitson . andys |

~Jeflerson’ Count hows that- a

land ° whlch
bounded Whltson .

- In1792, the church consxdered
the “dxstress of the Widow,"
. White.” On April 2, 1796, "Mary,
+and Jem.i White" apphed for

" and died here. Jem.i could be an |
abbreviation for the name Jemini .
-who is believed to have been _
' Mary's daughter. i .

" Although William Lillard, the'"
first state representative from'
Cocke County;' Peter Fme, an’
_early pioneer and .civic leader;.
and Joshua Kelley, the first
preacher, were not. charter
members, they joined Big Pigeon

major roles in its activities, Toliv~
. er Sisk, the third dlerk, served for '
- more than 40 years in that
capacity.” -

4 For several years, church

members met in various
- D Vcnnn Tn Qantamher

‘rof 1794 the minutes chow that a
suitable place for a meeting house .
“'was found near Thomas Dillon’s.
" This siteis near the present home

Mark Mitchell and wife, Thomps

Sullivan, John Mulkey; .and
."Abraham Heaston's ;and David

. Jobe's families moved to Monrop

-+iin 1877 for “five or ten dollars and . ;

¢tare still sound. A close look at the;7

.Matthew Mattox;.. recorded iny $ said “some of those people were: - expected. Noo‘heco uld miss three

';, of Robert Clevengerin Edwina. It County, Kentucky. They carried -

is in the “bottoms” of his property, « with them the Big Pigeon Church
.and is beside' the river. The . _covenant and inserted it into the .

. 'members supplied logs and labor~. front of ‘the Mill Creek" Baptist

~:and bmlt the church themselves: :- “Church's record book::The-first
« According.:to the minutes,] entry. is' dated’ Septembera‘l].,

5 Clevengers grandfather, the late.. 1798,. This church;’ :which:'they

'Samuel Carson Clevenger, orgamzed ‘was calle *0ld
,purchased the original building " "Mulkey.” X %

.. used the timbers:for.a tobacco:
. barn,” gaid Clevenger. The huge
“handhewn. logs used in,the

- BigPi geon 8 minutes also reve
.g,r-hurch were poplar-and pine andvgall‘ thefoc al mbYe#l 6 the'day?

'church dxscussed moral issues aa
barn shows that the corners were . well as mmm;ty concerns fo,

“saddle-notched.” .Clevenger , those who might be.in. ' need.
pomted ‘out - different’ logs and' Regular attendance ‘was

*letters of dismission. Itis possible*" |
“that John was Mary’s ;husbanda-'i .

duringits firat decade and played & |-

i better “at: hewmg logs than
i".others, PR
“"An entry ('orl Apn'l 4 1789

. ing'very Defioualt -in ‘respect of::
..the Indians.being so trobelsom:;
"and in Case the Church should be
" Disoly.d 'under such a unhappy
“sircumstance the-Church doth-
-+ herareby impower Abram McKay

* |, as Clark of sd Church to give any.

. Ordily. Member so. Disolv.d A

- letter of Dlsnhtlon in behalf of sd s

Church "

‘A large mxgratxon began from
Cocke County in the late.1790s

: .states, “Whereas the hmes 1ook- .

~consecutive meetings.without’a
- good excuse, Offenses wereqmck
"ly dealt with'by the church

. "Fiddle playing,”. "watchmg
the slight of hand (magic),” and,
i heaven _forbid,:dancing,: were
- frowned upon. Joining .another
denomination such as the

“Methodists or leaving without a

letter - were considered senous
.offenses.: ot

Two degrees of Judgment are
.recorded in the minutes, A
‘member could have beep
excluded from fellowship-for o

, minor offense which mean h%ﬁ

x:and early 1800s. Several. church :shq ‘Was.- mmp]y no,.lgnge

“'members banded together and *
‘"moved: some to Kentucky, many .

:to Missouri. .

g March 1798, Philip Mulkey and -

| ‘wife, Enoch Jobe and’ wife, John- -

| McQueary and wife, Jane Odell,

‘

i

Between September 1797 and"

‘member. For more" ‘seriout
“offenses, members were excom
mumcated Excommun,xcatxon
‘carried with it a moral judgment
or. condemnatlon by the

Contlnued on Paae SB



congregation.
" In the 1830s, the churches in
_-the Nolachuckey Association, to
= which Big. Pigeon then belonged,

"_.vjepht over; the issues of Sunday

,manumxsmon,lsocnetues mvolved
%-in* freeing ~slaves; and - home |
miselonery societies,” Big Pigeon -
X remained faxthful to its- ongmal

e In’ 1863 the FWar “becommg
.;h-oublesom," ‘they -discontinued. -
regular services and did not meet
again until 1872, At that time,
the meeting house had fallen into
such a state of disrepair that they

ing house -was beyond repair,
they sold the property and build-
- ing and moved to the present sxte

. oo

If the old church had a cemet-
ery, and local historians believe
that it did, it has long since been
destroyed. Fortunately, some far-
sighted church member
suggested that some of the

e e nt v, WKFI"

members deaths be recorded m
“-the minutes. '

'doctnne end 0N Aprll 2, 1836, Y 1844 lelxam Colman - Decest

| =met in homes and at the Butler
school house. Realizing the meet- --

i where they ‘built a log church. -

cmma.d from Page

i+ *.The Church egree to have
he Dece:t members names

; the 10th day of November in {
- year of bur lord 1880 at half p
_~ten oclock in the night” .-
“The names of the clerks 8 -
-:preachen heve changed throu(

B 28 May former]y a Deeon, Sary “known pr &xers were Thom -

Huff Decest July 1840; Jane ~*Hill, Thoma§}Smith, and Bru

-Mantuth . Decost March 1842;
" Samuel Yats Decest March 1844;

D,éee;t Mo iwhs”

1847 Elizabeth Woods Decest .5 ™
Apriel; Maryann McKey or Fath-
ion 1st Decest the __ 1849" | °
Throughout the minutes four _
other deaths are recorded.
“Feburary, 1810, Thomas ..
Clevenger and David McKay

" departed this life,” is notated on

June 30, 1810. Clevenger was a

mit Bryant. Currently, Zen

© Whaley is elder and CH Bryz_r c

u church clerk‘. oy

"begins’ -
,eentury, Zits belongs tosal fol":;,v i
church : circuit;Elder “Whal -
wespestorof'bxgplglon chutth;in :- preaches at“Bxg 3Pigeon, Lﬂ;-_ -

- Pigeon, “Laurel :Springs,

" 'Greenbrier churches in rotatu o

The members .of thesé churct
travel with him fmm one chur
to another. !

“We may be smell ,
commented one". membey “b
-you don't have to belong to a
church to worship the Lord.”

. Revolutionary patriot who
married Syche Pittman and ,
McKay was a son of Abraham ,
McKay. .-

“1874 March 10th day Elder
Thomas Smith our bejoved |
Brother and Moderator untill his
dath Deceased on this date above
written.”

Toliver Sisk (my great-great-
grandfather), clerk for more than
40 years, “..dath tuck place on

E




