ENG 241 – Spring 2008

Pfister

Short Writing Assignment #1
Due: Rough Draft – February 5th / Final Draft – February, 12th 

Format: 3-4 pages, MLA format, proper quotation format for quotations within a paragraph: "..." (12); block quote format for quotes five lines or longer. 

Criteria for Evaluation: No matter which topic you choose for this first essay, I will be grading your paper in terms of how well you make your case for your argument, how well you base your argument on textual analysis and interpretation, and how well-organized and well-written your paper is. Hence I will be evaluating the coherence, validity, and persuasiveness of your paper's argument, the effectiveness of your paper's structure, and the quality of your paper's prose (grammar, syntax, and punctuation). With this in mind your paper should strive to:
· focus primarily on specific passages from the texts and use the techniques of close reading and critical analysis to develop a point
· that point should be thought of as an argument deriving from your close reading of the text, rather than as explication of or information about your subject, and that argument should be presented in the opening paragraph as a thesis that someone might conceivably argue against
· some outside research may be necessary for your work, and you should cite sources and give credit accordingly, but these are not solely research papers or historical essays; your main focus is the particular narrative, stylistic, or rhetorical strategies authors use to convey their ideas.

Prompts:
1. European explorers and settlers came to the Americas with a certain set of assumptions and expectations regarding the New World and its inhabitants. Discuss how the encounters between diverse cultures supported these assumptions or forced the Europeans to revise their approach to the land and its people. What were the implications and consequences of these cultural encounters?

2. What were the goals of each of the British colonies in the New World? In what ways did each colony fulfill or fail to fulfill these goals? What do these goals indicate about a developing “American” culture in the New World?

3. Cabeza de Vaca serves what will become a traditional American archetype of the back road “wanderer,” or American individualist. Going along with the theme of “finding oneself” by making one’s way through the wilderness, how is de Vaca transformed through his suffering, trials, and ability to acculturate and adapt in this New World?  In what way is de Vaca’s experience mirrored, or not, by other early colonial settlers?

