
Zuni Wood Sodality

from Stevenson,  The  Zuñi Indians, p. 468



Zuni Big Fire Sodality

from Stevenson,  The  Zuñi Indians, pl. CXVIII



Swallowing Sticks

(A) Agave, (B) hoof with deer or sheep-like dewclaws, (C) hands, and (D) mosaic crescents
from McGregor, “Burial of an Early American Magician,” pls. II & III



Antelope Priestp

Painting by Hopi artist Painting by Hopi artist 
Milland Lomakema (1975)

from Broder,  Hopi Painting, p. 71



Waxing Crescent MoonWaxing Crescent Moon

mosaic astrophotograph by Kevin McGrath



  General Ritual Roles

• Weather Control

• CuringCuring

• Combating Witchcraft

• War

• Hunting

• Divination

• Astronomical KnowledgeAstronomical Knowledge



Specific Ritual Roles

• Antelope sodality

O H   d lit• One-Horn  sodality

• Two-Horn sodality

• Flint sodality

• Hunt/War sodalityHunt/War sodality

• Bow sodality



Alternative InterpretationsAlternative Interpretations

• Why are all the different roles present?Why are all the different roles present?
– The Magician possessed all of the roles himself

oror
– He possessed some of the roles and the other offerings 

were placed by complementary ritual specialists

• Why are ritual paraphernalia – inalienable objects –
present?
– He lacked suitable successors to fill his role(s)

– Ritual objects decommissioned to segregate roles all 
possessed by the Magician to multiple successorspossessed by the Magician to multiple successors

– Restructuring or reaffirmation of ritual and social order



 The Magician

bust by Virgil Hubert, MNA collections



THE MAGICIAN OF RIDGE RUIN 

An Interpretation of the Social, Political, and Ritual Roles Represented 

Michael O’Hara 
School of Human Evolution and Social Change 

Arizona State University  
 
The Magician was accompanied by paraphernalia representing numerous ritual roles – including weather control, curing, combating 
witchcraft, war, hunting, divination, and astronomical knowledge. In ethnographically-known Puebloan cultures, ritual knowledge may 
translate into social and political influence. The Magician may have filled local and regional leadership roles as a warrior, arbitrator, and 
adjudicator. However, among Puebloans, many of these roles are segregated into sodalities with mutually exclusive membership. 
Additionally, the array of objects found does not suggest a generalized ritual practitioner. Different sets of specialized paraphernalia for 
the enactment of symbolically and functionally differentiated rituals are present. Thus, the Magician himself may not have filled all of 
the roles represented in the offerings. The diversity of ritual roles represented may instead reflect the needs of the mourners to reaffirm 
their positions in a new social arrangement. The decommissioning of these inalienable objects may have been performed to either 
reaffirm or restructure the ritual order. Rather than being an example of an aggrandizing elite, the burial of the Magician and the 
offerings deposited with him may have been an affirmation of the social ideals of distributive power performed by individuals or groups 
who controlled different complementary rituals. 
 
 
 

Contents of Offering Groups 
Group  Location in Grave  Contents  

1  worn as clothing or ornament  
turquoise and shell adornments, including argillite and turquoise noseplug and 
Conus shell tinklers along sides of legs, at knees, and in right hand  

2  
above and along side body, 
from pelvis to jaw  

swallowing swords, decorated bone awl, and obsidian knife blade  

3  on the south side of the body  turquoise and shell mosaics and shell and stone pendants  

4  on the south side of the head  red jasper and white chalcedony knife blades, black and green pigments, and 5 pots  

5  on the north side of the head  
whole Haliotis and Cardium shells, mosaic basket tube, painted basket, and bird-
shaped mosaic shell bracelet  

6  on the north side of the feet  
coiled basket with red and blue pigments, necklace of mountain lion claws and 
teeth , and lignite mirror  

7  on the north side of the body  9 pots and 1 painted basket  

8  on the south side of the feet  1 pot  

9  
placed over the body and 
offering Group 2  

painted arrowshafts, projectile points, and miniature painted bows  

 
 
 

Sword or Arrow Swallowing in the Southwest and Southern California 

Culture  Sodality Season  
Associations 

Fire Cold War Fertility Weather Curing Lightning 

Acoma Y Winter X 
    

X 
 

Diegeño N unknown X 
      

Hopi Y Winter 
  

X 
    

Jemez Y Spring X 
    

X 
 

Laguna Y Winter 
  

X 
    

Luiseño N unknown X 
      

Navajo N Winter X 
   

X X 
 

Santa Ana Y unknown 
  

X 
  

X X 

Tohono O’odham N unknown X 
 

? 
    

Zia Y Winter X 
 

X 
  

X 
 

Zuni Y Winter X X X X X X 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

General Ritual Roles 

General Ritual Roles  Marker Artifacts  Other Associated Artifacts  
Offering 

Group  

weather control  
curing  
war  

swallowing swords  
decorated bone awl 
obsidian knife  

2  

weather control  whole cardium and abalone shells  
mosaic basket tube 
painted basket  
bird-shaped mosaic shell bracelet 

5  

curing 
combating witchcraft  

red and white flaked stone knives  
black and green pigments 
marine shell 
decorated seed jars  

4  

combating witchcraft  
divination  
hunting 
war  

necklace of mountain lion teeth and claws, 
lignite mirror  

red and blue pigments 
hair 
cotton yarn  

6  

curing  
divination  

quartz crystals  

unknown  - curing bone tube 

weather control 
curing 

cocoon rattle 

 
 
 
 

Specific Ritual Roles 

Specific Ritual Roles  Marker Artifacts  
Offering 
Group(s)  

Antelope sodality  
fertility/weather control 
astronomical knowledge  

Conus shell tinklers  
hand and crescent  effigy swallowing swords 

1 and 2 

One-Horn sodality  
 war  
 combating witchcraft  
 psychopomp  

agave effigy swallowing swords 2 

Two-Horn sodality  
war  
combating witchcraft  
fertility/weather control  

deer/sheep hoof effigy swallowing swords  2 

Flint sodality 
curing 
combating witchcraft  

red and white flaked stone knives  4 

Hunt sodality 
hunting 
war 
combating witchcraft  

necklace of mountain lion teeth and claws 
lignite mirror 

6 

Bow sodality 
negotiator/arbitrator 
war 

painted arrowshafts  
projectile points 
miniature bows 

9 

 
 
 
Paper presented in the symposium “Beyond Status: Meaning, Metaphor, and Identity in the New World Mortuary Record,” at the 73rd 
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Vancouver, British Columbia, March 28, 2008. 
 

For full text and figures – http://www.public.asu.edu/~ohara/2008SAA.pdf 




