Eng 552  composition studies --p. goggin

Keywords Project

Due December 1 (draft due Oct 20)

The Keywords Project requires that you explore, in depth, one of the critical terms from the Keywords in Composition text AND one of the terms from the “New” Keywords list. As you work through the various readings this semester and are developing your paper proposal, you should identify the key terms that resonate most clearly with your scholarly interests and the research question that you might be considering for your thesis or dissertation. For example, if you are looking into questions of composition theory as a discipline, you might consider the chapters on “discipline,” “institution,” “history,” or “rhetoric.” If you are looking into theories of composition as they relate to language learning and instruction, you might consider chapters on, “academic discourse,” “literacy,” “pedagogy,” or “grammar.” If you are interested in new directions in writing and communication technologies you might consider looking into subjects such as New Media Studies, Computers and Writing, or Professional and Technical Writing. These suggestions are meant to generate ways of bringing breadth and depth to your studies in Rhetoric and Composition, i.e. make this assignment serve your own research interests and scholarly needs.

Your task is to update, challenge, critique, and build on the existing keywords and to create new categories that were not previously included. View the assignment as if you were being asked by the editors to contribute to a revised edition of the text and were asked to contribute two revised chapters for the 2010 edition. A downloadable PDF of the revised text will be published and available via the course website at semester’s end.
