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Annotated Bibliography:

Once you have decided upon your topic you will search out what others have written about or around your topic and write an annotated bibliography.  The bibliography will help you prepare to work on your project and will map out a place at which you can enter the conversation.  You will want to separate your entries into categories that make sense in the context of your project (i.e. "literacy issues," "methodology," "race and gender studies," "postmodern theorists," rhetoric theorists," etc.).  

Each entry’s length will vary depending on the significance of the source to your project, but typically entries are ½ page, double-spaced.  Include 12-15 SIGNIFICANT sources (a book can certainly count as 2 or 3, depending on how much of it you will use in your project).  

The purpose of the project is to help you prepare for the seminar paper by carefully working through the sources as you are reading them. I recommend that you start locating and accessing sources as soon as you have a sense of your topic. Take notes as you read with an eye to creating an annotated bibliography later in the semester

Included in your annotated bib should be the following:  

1. Summary/Analysis of the text--including specifics from it (not just general summaries).  How detailed the summaries will be will vary from source to source, depending on the importance of the text in your project and how useful you see it.

2. Explanation of how you'll use the source in your project.  This part is not a usual component of published annotated bibliographies, but is useful in helping you write your paper.  What we pay attention to as we read is different, depending on the way we plan to use the text.  Make that use/practice explicit in your bibliography.

3. Demonstration of the connections between the entries.  (Example, "Like Killingsworth and Palmer, Dobrin and Weisser claim that….")  What this component asks you to do is to not see the sources as separate entities, but to focus on how this body of theory helps to build/shape/frame an argument.  Summarizing and analyzing texts is an important skill to have and deploy when writing a paper.  Explaining how sources fit in/contradict/speak to one another is a harder proposition, but is where the intellectual work of literature reviews/summaries come into play.

Abstract of the Project:

In addition to the annotated bibliography which includes all the components described above, include an abstract which provides a summary of your project.
