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English 654:  Fall 2009
Seminar Paper due December 2
Proposal due September 29
The Seminar Paper Project will provide you with an opportunity to explore in depth an aspect of sustainability, literacy, and rhetoric that puzzles, intrigues, and/or concerns you. You may want to propose to: explore one particular theorist, theory, or theoretical camp that informs a particular approach to sustainability, or trace a particular concept and the variety of ways it is treated in and by particular theories, or place several theorists in dialogue with one another, or explore intersections and/or incompatibilities among rhetoric theories and those in other fields (e.g. literary theories, linguistic theories, education theories, political theories, social theories, etc). These suggestions are meant to generate ways of thinking about what you might want to study in order to write your proposal. Make this project serve your own research interests and scholarly needs.

Central to any scholarly project is a sharply focused problem that can be phrased as a question or set of questions that drive text selection, analysis and writing. A big part of this project is defining and focusing the kind of study you propose, and to establish its viability and significance. Questions typically come out of a dissonance between expectation and experience or “motivating dissatisfaction.” The readings you do in and out of this course may stir up moments of such dissonance. Take stock of these because they often lead to opportunities for further exploration. Start by asking questions or noting problems that you might like to pursue. As you explore various texts, read, and write, you will be able to fine tune and revise your initial question.

Your goal is to add to a particular audience’s knowledge base—i.e. to add to the conversation. I encourage you to consider using this course project as a starting point toward a publication, conference presentation, or (at least) to lay the groundwork for a thesis or dissertation study.
