Eng 654  webb/goggin


ENG 654 Environmental Rhetoric

Seminar Paper Topic Proposal - due February 14

(Proposal due February 28)

For the topic proposal, you will use the following format:

To:  Peter Goggin and Patricia Webb

From:  Your name

Date:

Re:  Proposed Topic for Final Paper/Project

Key Research Question:

Phrase the main issue that you will research/analyze in your paper as a research question(s).  

Context of the Issue:

What debate surrounds this issue?  What is the context of the issue?  Which theorists are the major participants in this controversy? What will your paper/project add to our current understanding of this topic?  In other words, how does your project fit into the larger conversation taking place in the field?

Significance of the Question/Issue:

Why study/address this issue at this time?  Is there some social and/or personal urgency about this issue?  Why do you want to write about this issue?  What is your investment?  

Methods:

What methods do you plan to use in your paper in order to answer your research question?  Interviews, primary source analysis, evaluation of websites, creation of new documents/products, etc.  Explain why these are most useful to your project and to your audience.

Audience:

To whom will you direct your paper?  Target a specific audience who cares about your topic.  Explain the characteristics of your audience, their current understanding of the issue, the information they currently have about the topic, and the stance that they already have.  You will also list their publication policies.  You can include a copy of their publication policies, if you would like.  

Background Information:

Briefly say what you already know about this issue.  List the sources that you will use, points you plan to address in your paper.  

List one key research question and at least three minor questions that tie into the key question.  What will you need to find out in order to fully address this issue? How do plan on gathering the needed information?

Purpose:

What outcome(s) do you hope your paper will produce?  What do you want your audience members to do with this information/your argument?  What do you want them to take away from this paper?

