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Homework from Lesson 2

Page 1 - Heading


This quiz will test your newsroom math skills. The questions are typical of the kinds of math problems reporters often face. You can use your computer, a calculator, your notes, that "Newsroom Math Cheat Sheet" or anything else you need to answer the questions. Finish this before 1700 on Tuesday, when I will send out the answers and tell you how you did.

At the bottom of the math quiz is another section with questions to be answered using Excel and the Portugal crime spreadsheet we used in class. You can download the crime spreadsheet at http://www.public.asu.edu/~sdoig/UNL/ under Lesson 2. Also download "ExcelHomeworkLesson2.doc" from the same place; it gives you help on answering the questions.

(NOTE: It's best to do this all in one sitting. But if you have to quit before you are finished, just start over when you come back. You will have to re-do the questions you already answered, but if you print out or write down your answers before you quit, it won't take you long.)

Page 1 - Question 1 - Open Ended - One Line


What is your name?

Page 1 - Question 2 - Open Ended - One Line


What is your email address?
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Math quiz begins here

Page 1 - Question 3 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Last year's city budget was €8.325.198. This year, you're told, the budget will be cut by 3 percent. What will this year's budget be?

· €8.574.954

· €8.158.694

· €8.075.442

· €8.013.237

Page 1 - Question 4 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Your city's parks and recreation budget was cut from €2,4 million to €1,2 million. What was the percent change in the budget?

· The budget was cut 50%

· The budget was cut 100%

· The budget was cut 200%

· It cannot be determined.

Page 1 - Question 5 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


In a tight crowd, each person takes up about 0,75 square meters. What is the best estimate of how many people gathered for a protest demonstration that packed tightly into a plaza that measures 100 meters by 60 meters?

· 4.000 people

· 4.500 people

· 6.000 people

· 8.000 people

Page 1 - Question 6 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Today        is Oct. 7, 2010. You are doing a story about a fatal stabbing last night.        The police report says the victim was born on April 21, 1948. How old was        the victim?

· 63 years old

· 62 years old

· 61 years old

· 60 years old

Page 1 - Question 7 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


About one out of every 12 residents of your city speaks English as a second language. About what percent of the population DOESN'T speak English?

· 95%

· 92%

· 90%

· 80%

· 8%

Page 1 - Question 8 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Your city of 152.000 residents had a total of 1.160 armed robberies last year. What was the robbery rate per 100.000 population?

· 76 robberies per 100.000 residents

· 673 robberies per 100.000 residents

· 763 robberies per 100.000 residents

· 893 robberies per 100.000 residents

· 1.160 robberies per 100.000 residents

Page 1 - Question 9 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


An oil tanker hit a rock offshore from your city and spilled about 800.000 liters  of crude oil. You want to make that volume relevant to your readers by saying how many backyard swimming pools (which hold about 50.000 liters) it would take to hold that much oil. About how many swimming pools would the spilled oil fill?

· 1.600 pools

· 160 pools

· 16 pools

· Not quite two pools

Page 1 - Question 10 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Last        year your small town had two murders. This year there were none. How would        you describe the change?

· A 100% decrease

· A 200% decrease

· It cannot be calculated because of division by zero.

Page 1 - Question 11 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


Last year's police and fire budget for your town was €4,83 million. This year it's €4,96 million. What was the percentage change?

· Increased 102,7 percent

· Increased 27 percent

· Increased 10,27 percent

· Increased 2,7 percent

· Increased 0,27 percent

Page 1 - Question 12 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


The police chiefs in five towns in your  area are paid €66.000, €58.000, €73.000, €92.000 and €55.000 a year. What is their average salary?

· €58.000

· €66.800

· €68.800

· €73.000

· €86.600

Page 1 - Question 13 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


In the question above, what is the median salary of the police chiefs?

· €55.000

· €58.000

· €66.000

· €68.800

· €73.000

· €92.000

Page 1 - Question 14 - Choice - One Answer (Bullets)


You are doing a story based on a press release from an American food company that plans to import 125.000 pounds of Portuguese quiejo de azeito in a contract worth $250.000 USD. About how much is that in kilos and euros? (Round to nearest 100 kilos and nearest €1.000 euros.)

· 62.300 kilos and €180.000

· 56.700 kilos and €180.000

· 56.700 kilos and €348.000

· 275.000 kilos and €180.000

· 275.000 kilos and €348.000
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Excel questions begin here

Page 1 - Question 15 - Open Ended - One Line


What is the total number of “crimes against persons” reported in Portugal in 2009?

Page 1 - Question 16 - Open Ended - One Line


What is the total number of “crimes against patrimony” in Portugal in 2009?

Page 1 - Question 17 - Open Ended - One Line


What city is Number 5 on a list of the places with the most total crimes?

Page 1 - Question 18 - Open Ended - One Line


Of places with more than 5.000 total crimes, what place has the highest percentage of “crimes against persons”?

Page 1 - Question 19 - Open Ended - One Line


Of places with more than 5.000 total crimes, what place has the highest percentage of “crimes against patrimony”?

Page 1 - Question 20 - Open Ended - One Line


How many places in Portugal have “Vinhos” as part of their name?

Page 1 - Question 21 - Open Ended - One Line


What city has the highest total crime RATE?
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Okay, you are finished. Be sure to hit "Submit" below. I'll send out the answers Tuesday and we'll discuss in class on Thursday.

