Winslow 2

Scared Stupid

“Their not dead, exactly. They’re just sort of… rotting.” The killer zombies that is, being kept alive, comfortable, and happy down in the basement. Thank heaven it’s not your  basement, or else you wouldn’t be laughing.

 Picture this. It’s the mid 1950’s, in a small New Zealand town. You and your beautiful date, Pecquita, are just beginning to fall in love. Everything seems to be going perfect until a mysterious rat monkey carrying a deadly disease bites your mother! So what do you do? You try to tranquilize her, but (OOPS!) give her animal stimulant instead! Sadly, she gets worse, spreads the disease to the town, and turns into a flesh-craving zombie out to eat you and your girlfriend. 
  
 If you’ve seen the movie Dead Alive (1993), then this cheery scenario might sound familiar. Due to the infamous scene in which Lionel takes a spinning lawnmower blade to about 100 zombies, Dead Alive was said to be the bloodiest film of all time. Yes, it may be a little hard to keep in mind that there actually is a storyline behind all the puke-worthy scenes, and that’s exactly why it’s a classic Horror Comedy.
   
Horror Comedy films start out with at least a semi-scary plot, but then instead of making you cover your eyes and grab onto the person next to you, they make death, blood, and gore, a light-hearted ordeal. Some attempt a direct humor, where characters are simply put into funny situations, while most other popular horror comedies make you giggle at how extremely cheesy they are. 
 
The Evil Dead, made in the 1980’s, set the standard for horror movies with a touch of humor. Just in case you may have been living under a rock and haven’t been able to catch this one, Ash and his friends take a road trip and stay at a cabin in the woods. In the cabin, they find an ancient spell recorded on a tape player. Once released, the spell turns Ash’s friends one-by-one into zombies and it’s a race to survive. Throughout the movie, Ash (played by Bruce Campbell), uses silly quips and tough one-liners that seem to defeat the zombies on they’re own. After the first Evil Dead, the creators wanted to get even sillier, therefore spawning Evil Dead 2 (1987) and Army of Darkness (1993). These movies just seemed to get cheesier with every zombie Ash hacks away with his “boomstick”, a makeshift arm-chainsaw. 
 
Another funny-because-it’s-cheesy movie is the not too well known The Convent (2000). As a bunch of kids plan a prank to spray paint an old (and said to be cursed) convent, they find themselves trapped within the curse of nun ghosts haunting their every move. It doesn’t use a lot of deliberate humor, but when you watch the entire movie and look back, you’ll understand how delightfully funny a lame movie can be.
 
One new release that held a nonstop comedic relief was Shaun of the Dead (2004). A British film, it starred Simon Pegg as Shaun, who wanders around town killing a few unexpected zombies. Now if you woke up one morning to hear that zombies are taking over, you would probably be in total shock and disbelief. Instead, Shaun and his friends and family head to the nearest pub. As they try to solve their way through the maze of the city, the crew takes on the zombies with full comedic force. 
 
If British comedy isn’t your thing, then let’s go back to a classic “slasher” flick. Nightmare on Elm Street (1984) was an early popular choice for horror with an almost hidden comedic side. Freddy Krueger is infamous for his red and green striped sweater, mangled body, and slumber death traps. As he was originally intended to be a silent murderer, within the many sequels he developed a personality of his own, using pure witticism and wisecracks. 
 
So why are cheesy, B-rated, low-budget horror films so popular? Why is randomness and pure chaos so common? In this journal article I’m going to explore many well-known (as well as not-so-well-known) horror comedies that play with these ideas. Of course, all of these movies will have plenty of blood, guts, and gore, while taking a stab at your funny bone. As some horror movies try to out-do their predecessors with psychological twists and turns, I will also compare and contrast them with horror comedies with the theme of pure amusement. The themes of my article are simple: the popularity of intense gory horror comedies, and the deterioration of well-deliberated suspense. And don’t worry, it’ll be as painless as possible.
