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Lovely Stories That Tell Lovely Lies


A hunter cautiously stalks his prey.  He tracks it to its den.  He waits until it is off guard and eating before he levels his double barreled shotgun and fires.  The gun somehow jams and it blows up in his face, yet he is miraculously unharmed.  His face is simply black and he blinks in confusion. He isn’t hurt because he is Elmer Fudd and because he is a cartoon: a creation used to amuse children.  Nobody wants to expose kids to a guy getting his head blown off.  The problem is that Looney Toons and many other animated stories that children love send entirely the wrong message to the little ones who are watching them.  Instead of the safe medium they are believed to be, they are chock full of dangerous little lessons that are more damaging than the cartoons may be worth.


 There are the classics that so many of us have grown up with, such as Popeye, Cinderella, Beauty and the Beast, etc.  All are cute little adventures with a convenient moral at the end.  True love conquers all; the good guy always wins, etc.  In many cases, these are morals that just don’t hold up in the world around us.  It may be said that they are good ideals and the represent way the world should be.  That’s just fine, but if these little girls grow up believing that the beast they are falling for will magically turn into a prince, they are going to face some hard times in their lives.  Kids are not likely to stand up after watching Snow White and say, “Mother, let us discuss what I have learned from this animated film.”  Therefore, they can be storing up ideas they get from cartoons that they never discuss but always think about.  In truth, a lot of these are potentially misleading concepts.  After all, according to Snow White if you wake up with a strange man kissing you, your happy relationship is destined to last forever.  Sleeping Beauty says that if you meet a strange man in the woods, you should dance with and marry him.  There are many people who never get “happily ever after”, although most of them think they will when they are little tots.   Their heads are filled with daydreams of white horses and castles, though many people end up with just Pintos and mobile homes.  

Then there is the fact that these pencil and crayon creations sugarcoat very serious real life issues that kids may never learn to take seriously.  Wily Coyote is a liar.  In fact he is a dead liar, because in actuality, if you fall off of a cliff you die.  If you try to blow someone up, they die.  If a person, or a cute and cuddly rabbit like Bugs Bunny, takes away another person’s shotgun and fires, that person dies.  Children are learning that it is okay to do mean, hurtful things because there are no consequences.  When they grow up and pull a gun on someone, not really understanding what they are doing, they will learn the hard way that there most definitely are.  When they watch Popeye the Sailor Man and see that it is okay to beat people up when you’re mad, they will see the inside of a prison cell.  Of course, the opposite of being cute and cuddly is to have Elmer blow Bugs away, and to show death and pain in cartoons, which is being done in shows like Family Guy.  This opposite is not necessary, and I do not suggest that kids should not be allowed to be kids.  However, a child acts like a sponge, absorbing every vibe he/she gets, not knowing the difference between the bad and the good. 


Cartoons are obviously not evil messages of filth created to destroy our children.  They make kids laugh and shelter them from harsh realities like death and divorce.  At what point however, do we stop sheltering them?  When do we switch the channel from Daffy Duck to Jean Val Jean?  How hard is that transition going to be for kids who have always believed that the world is a perfect, safe place where no one ever gets hurt?  In the cartoon classic The Lion King, evil Scar sings “Be Prepared.”  He is talking about murdering the king, but it is a valid statement.  In today’s world children need to be prepared to face reality.  Are the cartoons they watch helping?
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