Portfolio Assignment

Description

The Portfolio is worth 40% of your grade. 

Due Dates

Sunday December 2--Working Draft to "Portfolio" Discussion Board

Tuesday December 4--Workshop Responses to "Portfolio" Discussion Board

Thursday December 6--Final Draft to "Course Assignments" area

Overview

The purpose of the portfolio is to gather and revise work that you have completed throughout the semester. You will then write an analysis that explains how your revisions show that you have made progress towards the course goals that were stated at the beginning of the semester.  The portfolio should demonstrate your knowledge of terms and skills discussed in the course.  It should also document the process you underwent in revising your work based on workshop comments.  In your portfolio you will be expected to reflect on your writing and the significance of the work you have completed in this course.  You will make assertions about how your writing has changed or stayed the same, using direct quotes from your work and from revisions to back up your claims. 

Structure
Start your portfolio with a Table of Contents.  If you don’t know how to make a Table of Contents in Word, click here for instructions.  The table should include headings for the Introduction and Conclusion.  You will also have 4 headings for each required series of Original Writing, Revised Writing, and Course Goal Analysis.  The Table will look like this:
Introduction

Story 1

Original

Revised

Analysis

Story 2

Original

Revised

Analysis

Conclusion
Please write an introduction and conclusion that address your experience as a writer. Make these creative and interesting for the reader.  

In the body of the portfolio you will collect 2 stories for revision.  Please include the original work, then the revised version.  For each revision, give a 250 word course goal analysis of how your revisions demonstrate your knowledge and skills.  Please use the language stated in the syllabus course goals section, and in your own course goals statement:

· Careful analysis of writing terms. 

· Thorough understanding of writing techniques.

· Practice with characterization, place, time, plot and point of view.

· Extensive and substantive comments on peer writing. 
Grading

Grades for the portfolio will be based on your ability to reflect on your practice with the course goals.  Your portfolio should provide evidence of knowledge and skills targeted in the portfolio assignment and course goals.  It should justify its selection of prose and poetry revisions as evidence of targeted skills.  It must include quality evidence.  It must be complete.  I will use the following rubric for grading (adapted from Skawinski & Thibodeau, 2002): 

	Level
	Description

	Distinguished
	Evidence selected shows a high degree of understanding, knowledge, and/or performance; rationale provides a developed and convincing explanation for inclusion; portfolio overall is well-written and well-designed, presents a coherent and compelling case of achievement.

	Proficient
	Evidence selected shows an acceptable degree of understanding, knowledge, and/or performance; rationale provides a clear and acceptable explanation for inclusion; portfolio overall is well-written and well-organized, presents a coherent case of achievement.

	Emerging 
	Evidence selected shows a moderate degree of understanding, knowledge, and/or performance; rationale may be incomplete or inconsistent, provides an underdeveloped explanation for inclusion; portfolio overall shows effort at organization but is not yet a fully developed case of achievement; quality of writing is inconsistent.

	Unacceptable
	Evidence selected shows minimal degree of understanding, knowledge, and/or performance; rationale provides little and/or irrelevant explanation for inclusion; portfolio overall is not yet organized to present a case; quality of writing interferes with ideas. May be too little to assess.


