Claims for Poetry Unit 8, Form:
	Marvin Bell 
	The Impure Every Time 
	9 

	Robert Hass 
	One Body: Some Notes on Form 
	151 

	Donald Justice 
	Meters and Memory 
	196 

	W. S. Merwin 
	On Open Form 
	303 


Contemporary American Poetry
	Marvin Bell  1937-

	Robert Hass 1941-

	Donald Justice 1925-2004

	W. S. Merwin 1927-

	Allen Ginsburg 1926-1997


The 4 essays and 5 poets in this Unit exemplify the role of Form in the poetry of the 20th century.  The use of form in the last century extends from strict formal patterns to more open patterns.  Although some readers may at first view free verse as the absence of form, most poets agree that to get to true free verse, it is important to learn and travel through various formal elements of poetry.  Merwin exemplifies this idea in his essay “On Open Form.”  He states, ”What are here called open forms are in some concerns the strictest.  Here only the poem itself can be seen as its form.”  Hass agrees that form is not necessarily about rules, but about meaning in the poem.  He states in his essay “One Body: Some Notes on Form” ”The form of a poem exists in the relation between its music and its seeing; form is not the number or kind of restrictions, conscious or unconscious, many or few, with which a piece of writing begins.”

Bell makes this observation, “Everyone knows that writing well, even in lines, even in rhymes and meters, doesn’t necessarily make poetry.  It makes verse.  Poetry is better than verse.”  He believes that true poetry extends beyond form and into ideas.  Justice agrees that form extends into the realm of ideas.  He views the use of form as an indication that the poet has worked hard to master a subject.  In his essay “Meters and Memory” he writes, ”The very act of writing at all does usually imply an attempt to master the subject well enough to understand it, and the meter reinforces the impression that such an attempt is being made and perhaps succeeding.”  

Bell is committed to the free verse experiment in America.  His poems are imaginative and masterful in their commitment to open forms. Hass is known for his participation in the eclectic nature of Contemporary American poetry.  His poems show an obsession with the connection between language and the physical world.  His work has been influenced by many poets—Snyder, Bly, Simpson, Lowell.  Justice writes poem with a mastery of form, technical self-indulgence, and delicate subtlety.  He writes often about landscapes that capture the desolation of twentieth century experience.  He has been called an emotional heir of TS Eliot.  Merwin, like many other poets of his generation, was first influenced by the New Critics, but his poetry took on several transformation throughout his lifetime.  His writing at first used symmetry, control, and formal language, whereas his later poems took looser, larger forms.  Ginsburg was considered a leader of the Beat Movement and the San Francisco Renaissance.  His model and mentor, Whitman, also attempted to recreate the world as spiritual odyssey in his poetry.  As you read the poetry in this unit, think about how the 5 poets are using form.  
