Studyguide chapter 16 -- LIN 510

There is a lot of information in this chapter. You should not focus on the details but on the
general characteristics of the writing systems, to wit pictographic, logographic, syllabic and
alphabetic. Some writing systems are mixed. (I will NOT ask: "Describe the Japanese writing
system in a paragraph” or "Provide an instance of an Old Egyptian word"). You should also be
familiar with the Rebus Principle, hieroglyphics, the Acrophonic Principle and with the pros and
‘cons of English Spelling Reform.
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Match the ten samples of writing and the ten Ianguages. There are enough hints in this
chapter to get most of them. (The source of these examples, and many others, is Lan-
guages of the World by Kenneth Katzner, 1975, New York: Funk & Wagnalls.)

a. ___ Cherokee 1. BRMFCEASLSuc et

b. ____ Chinese ' 2. Kt & volig tou dyxdhiaae movering v Kpien.

C. ___  German (Gothic style) 3. «Yro ao?s nazar? ¥ MeHA HOTH NOAXALIUBAKITCAD,
d. . Greek 4. = T Sy oA OKR LT

€. Hebrew 5, Sah sare yi bip atekyd bf & mpdtoro> dhys

f. ___ Icelandic 6. MMM R LIS

g ____Japanese 7. LET Do J566 CWY Cof¥d.

h. __ Korean 8. pout bu langfSrull leg8ir sérhvert land undir fot,

i. ____Russian 9, Pbarao’s Unblid war mwundechar.

e Twi 10. AfiAE RS




" Another wiiting system that is somewhieré between thie ¢onsonantar ampnaoet-of = - = - -
Hebrew and the true alphabetic system of the Cyrillic or Roman alphabets is one in which
all symbols automatically have a following vowel sound (usually short [a] or [3]), uniess
another vowel symbol is used. Many of the languages of South Asia make use of such a sys-
tem. Sanskrit, Hindi, Marathi, Nepali and others use a writing system called Devanagari,
shown in Figures 6 and 7.

Compare Figure 6 with the symbols in Figure 7. When the sound [2] appears at the
beginning of a word, it has its own symbol, as in {sti]. But when it appears after a conso-
nant, it is not written, as in [tata] or [uds]. This vowel is called the inherent vowel: it is in-
herent in any consonant. Now look at the words for ‘across’ and ‘very”: the first has a short
[i] sound, the second has a long [i] sound. However, you might notice something odd: the
short [i} precedes the consonant it is pronounced with. On the other hand, the long [1] fol-
lows the consonant. In both cases, however, the vowel is pronounced after the consonant.

31_% [ati] . ‘across’

3]"{-ﬁﬂ" [et1va] ‘very'

qad [tota] ‘father,’ ‘dad’

RES [totra] ‘herein’

?:EG[ [kl-ﬂ%;] ‘herd’

3Jx fudal ‘water’
REL [dbsnam] ‘wealth’

[budd®a] ‘enlightened,’ ‘Buddha’ |

‘o

Figure 6. Sanskrit words in Devanagari.

H Bl T o F me T [de]
fu g Folkel 8 [d]
d ! J [ g [kul G [dd%]

Figure 7. How to write some syllables in Devanagari.
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