Studyguide to classification g LIN 510

This chapter deals with typological (or structural) and genetic classification of languages. As
in the previous chapter, most of the terminoiogy should be clear. :

Structural or typological (NB this is generally pretty ‘crude’) _
(@) sound: Vowel and Consonant systems, syllable str
(b) morphology: Isolating, Agglutinative, Inflectional, Polysynthetic
(c) syntax:  Word Order (SVO, SOV, VSO etc)
Verb-agreement vs Case
_ Ergative vs Nominative and splits
Many other criteria can be used, e.g. aspect/tense; presence of FCs.

Genetic. Major quesfion: Can all languages ultimately be related? As with structural -
classification, one of the pioneers is Joseph Greenberg with work on African and
American_ Languages. ' -7 T

TABLE 2 European Languages

Language | Two Three Me  You Who? Not  Mother Father Tooth  Heart Foot Mouse  He Carries

A tifn- Paldg- -ni -ka man la fumm- abd  sinn lubb  pj1. far yahmil-

B Sn-  Zalos -ni  ka mi lo fem ap Sen leg regel Yakbor  noseh
duvd trdyas mim tuvdm kis 04 mAtdr-  pitir- dant-  hrd- péd. mus-  bhdrati

D duva Briyd mgm tuvem &f  naé matar pitar- dantan- zorad paidya baraiti

E duo trels eme si tis ou(k} miter pater. oddn kardia pod- mils phérei

F duo trés mé i kwis, ne- mater pater dent- kord- ped- miis fert

G twai @reis mik 6u hwas ni aifei faflar tunfus  hairté  for - bairi¢

H dé i -m  H kia ni- mdeir afir dat kride  traig Tux berid -

I iki e beni sen kim deyil anne baba dis kalp ayak sifan’  taSiyor




TABLE 3 African Languages

Language | IMe  You Four ~ Tongue Squeeze  Speak  Drink Blow Year  Eye  Sun Meat
A mi i . fnani theri tsam okx'ui k"3 & kuri /gda J/am ha
B am  ango nei yen;e kambe ambo ny? PEP mbu  is3 oba nyama
C yen  yin nguan  liep nyaé jam dek koth ruon  nyin akol rine
D ami  akhu ne Tirni kham ‘ amb phuza phepheth nyaka so langa inyama
E ni kat fudu ‘ har3e matsa fada i3 bisa Jekara id6 rana  nama
F ke tsa dam kxao kxoi keaa  gom kuri  tkai /am  /ka
G ame ku kwala  limi kam “tana nyw  pepe lima iso  kumbi situ
H ane  inye afigwan figelyep Iny mwa ie kit keny k'pﬁg asis peny
1 i tsa  haka nami tsam kx'ui fed'a lgom kur mis fam - k<o
] mimi ako fine imi kamu amb nyw ‘ pepe aka &o jua nyama .
K fhwadi  lisi matsu’e’t puwo'i  sawo'l  pintu sond idi  fut lo
L nanu  inyi dnguan ngejep iro mat kut arin ongu olong kirino

TABLE 9 Native American Language Families

i i Siste " {Bat) Throat/  (Come)
Language | I/Ma/My You E‘i::;) ffi’frzd} Knee Child g;?!fher/ .;zzf:egr;zter f‘lzmtr] Water .%!ird Swallow Go
| -ma 4 tatya siitqug Taye anfaq  paniy atsay imiq qavya 8y? piki-3
B L5 _nan lag g'at gohd  gita  onay(e) tsik Tatd th ¥ad ket qa
C ne ’ ke maxwa kes ketek"-i tan'a ‘?tsin tune kald akwa k. mslg” wa
D na? ma makan kets ikat tanat t'.in tine pindkin oka? ik mitlk’ . war
E na ma mane kasark pturu€i Yanpam Yinist at'on pane aga %k  milqe wan
F‘ ne? ma maka kudd tana Tdiino t‘uf‘in; pan g*a tsikie lutu ma
G na ma man  kuts ikuet  tuktan sin tuntu puna aka es'tka murki wan
H na ma maki mwenik tula . tayna  den thaun  epan _ yaku Uikt malq'a wen
1 hi ma muka kompe kat' maki  ten ton debn okba 3Zaga uamea w'in
] no ma mefe) kuiu ikketi tafin  Hngwa atunesas penawa ako &ki  mirko awani
K | awe ama emekun poe kudo . tane dénu tana sbufic tuna sikil e7mdki ito
o mi moken ' kat'ege tawin  ina tona nene uaka Jikidi wo




Afrikaans ('Souti'L Africa) ([y] and [e] are front rounded vowels)

iy u

g 2 o

£ 3
a

Squamish (Washington State)
1 u

9

a

Maltese Arabic

i . u 'H LH
] 0 er or
a ar

Awil (North New Guinea)

i u 1 b1

e 3 0 g 3 O
a a

Tahitian (Tahitt)"

P t 7
f h
v r
m n
Palauan {Palau Islands)
t k ?
b
a .
s
m g .
Lr

Nengone (Loyalty Islands, South Pacific)—stop and nasal system only
Ph th th kb 7 .

b d qd g -
m n np_ g
m n I

(Note: 1] and {q] are retroflex consonz'mts; [.] marks a voiceless nasal; [p] rep-
resents a palatal nasal.) ' -

Mixe (South Mexico)

P t k ?
d d
ts ff
s X h
v ¥
m n :
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