ENGLISH 200 (#67761)
“Critical Reading & Writing About Literature”

Professor Mark Lussier

Syllabus (Fall 2005)

“Under what conditions and through what forms can an entity like the subject appear in the order of discourse; what position does it occupy; what functions does it exhibit; and what rules does it follow in each type of discourse?”

Pertinent Information

On my side of things, my office is located on the fifth floor Languages & Literatures building (547C), where my phone number is 480.965.3925. I conduct as much business as possible electronically, via e-mail at mark.lussier@asu.edu. You must transmit to me, preferably from an on-campus e-mail account, an initial message by the end of the first week, thereby establishing contact and allowing me to construct a listserv for the class. Early in the semester I will also open a web board for focused discussions and will alert you when that time arrives.
Textbooks

Abcarian, Richard and Marvin Klotz, Eds. Literature: The Human Experience. 8th Edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002. (Abbreviation = L)
Harmon, William. A Handbook to Literature. 9th Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2003. (Abbreviation = HL)
Course Description


The goal of this course is relatively straightforward—to provide a solid foundation for subsequent literary studies through the exploration of the categories and functions of literary works and the creative and cultural conditions embedded within “texts” and from which they emerge. This course operates as a foundation for the remainder of the undergraduate curriculum in English Studies at ASU, and the expectation for the class would be enhanced analytic reading abilities and honed critical writing skills. For this particular class, I have organized the materials through themes to make apparent what literature most often expresses (human experience) and by type within theme to make apparent the varied forms of that expression (genres). At the foundation of these subsections, the materials will be organized historically to recognize the layers of temporality within which writers, readers, and texts are positioned.
Course Requirements

The requirements for the course reflect its function as foundation for subsequent work. You will have a midterm and final examination; you will be given periodic “pop” reading quizzes; you will make oral presentations on aspects varying modes of literary analysis based on group research work, and you will write short and long analytic essays. As well as these tangible measures of your class commitments, I think the primary ‘thing’ you need to bring with you is courtesy and respect for the class and your colleagues: 1) come to class; 2) arrive on time; 3) complete all work assignments; 4) participate in creating an enrichments classroom environment, and 5) turn off all electronic devices before entering class. Each of these elements will be discussed in the coming weeks. I welcome you and wish you well. The grading grid is as follows:


Quizzes


10%


Midterm


20%


Final



20%


Short Essays


10%


Long Essay


20%


Oral/Group


10%


Participation


10%

Reading Schedule

Preliminaries and Foundations
08/23

“What is Literature”/Open Discussion
08/25

Responding to Literature/Reading (L 1-35)

08/29

Responding to Literature/Writing (L 36-75)

08/31

Glossary of Critical Approaches (L 1499-1507)



“Criticism,” “Types of Criticism,” and “Critique” (HL 123-31) 

09/05

Labor Day Holiday

Innocence and Experience (L 76-9)
09/07

Sophocles, Oedipus Rex (L 186-229)


“Drama” & “Dramatic Conventions” (HL 161-4)

09/12

Oedipus Rex/Critical Considerations (L 230-242)



“Dramatic Structure” & “Dramatis Personae” (HL 165-7)
09/14

Blake, “The Chimney Sweeper”/Innocence (L 143) & Experience (Xerox)



“Poetics,” & “Poetry,” “Prosody” & “Verse” (HL 389-92, 407, 528)
09/19
Byron, “On this Day I Complete My Thirty-Sixth Year” (Xerox) Houseman, “When I Was One-and-Twenty” (L 155)


“Rhyme,” “Rhythm” and “Meter” (HL 437-8, 311)
09/21
O’Connor, “My Oedipus Complex” (L 109-118)


Didion, “On Morality” (299-304)


“Short Story” (HL 472-3) & “Essay” (HL 193-6)

Conformity & Rebellion (L 330-4)
09/26
Ibsen, A Doll’s House (L 499-559)

“Character” (HL 87-8)
09/28
A Doll’s House
10/03
Dickinson, “She rose to His Requirements” (L 436)


Sorrells, “From a Correct Address . . .” (L 450)
10/05
Jackson, “The Lottery” (L 386-92)


Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away . . .” (L 393-98)


“Fantasy” (HL 204-5)
10/10
Goldman, “Defense” (L 627-30)
10/12
Midterm Examination
Love & Hate (L 1012-16)

10/17

Shakespeare, Othello (L 1144-1235)


“Dramatic Irony” (HL164-5)
10/19

Othello


“Catharsis” (HL 82)
10/24

Cluster: “Looking Deeper: From Poetry to Song” (L 1085-97):



Marlowe, Raleigh, Day-Lewis, Shakespeare, Jonson



Herrick, Suckling, Gilbert, Simon, Mann



“Carpe Diem”

10/26

Donne, “The Flea” & “Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” (L 1100, 1102)
10/31

Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” (L 1021-33)



“Characterization” (HL 88-9)

The Presence of Death (L 1276-80)

11/02

Beckett, End Game (L 1422-51)

11/07

Allen, Death Knocks (L 1452-60)

11/09

Shakespeare, selected poems and dramatic excerpts (L 1381-4)



Donne, “Death, Be Not Proud” (L 1384)

11/14

Shelley, “Ozymanidias” & Keats, “Ode” (L 1384-7)

11/16

Tolstoy, “The Death of Ivan Ilych” (1286-1327)

11/21

Porter, “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (L 1340-8)



 Malamud, “Idiots First” (1348-56)
11/23

Donne, “Meditation XVII” (L 1480-2)

Culture & Identity (L 662-6)
11/28

Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (L 666-74)
11/30

Woolf, “What If Shakespeare Had Had a Sister” (L 980-9)

12/05

Mnthali, “The Stranglehold mof English Literature” (L 780-1)

Final Examination
� Michel Foucault, “What Is An Author?” Critical Theory Since 1965, 148.





