ENGLISH 591 (Fall 2000)

Romanticism & Materiality

Professor Mark Lussier

“Mental Things are alone Real[.] what is Calld Corporeal[,]

nobody Knows of its Dwelling Place.”

“. . . What bid to speak

Fate, Time, Occasion, Chance and Change? To these

All things are subject but eternal Love.”

I. Pertinent Information

Class Time: Tuesdays, 4:40 – 7:30 PM

Classroom: ANTH A209

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM & Thursdays, 1:00 – 3:00 PM

Office Location: L&L 547C

Phone: 480.965.3925

E-Mail: mark.lussier@asu.edu
Webpage: www.public.asu.edu/~idmsl
Webpage for NASSR Conference: www.asu.edu/english/NASSR
II. Texts for the Class


At the ASU Bookstore


William Blake, The Complete Poetry and Prose of William Blake

Thomas L. Hankins, Science & Enlightenment

Michel Serres, The Natural Contract

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Shelley’s Poetry and Prose

From Xeroxes


I have made an individual copy of reading materials for the following authors. When one of the authors is assigned, you should go to the Reserve Room at Hayden Library, request the file, and make a copy for your own use:

Gaston Bachelard, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Erasmus Darwin, Michael Faraday, Michel Foucault, George Gordon (Lord Byron), Stephen Hawking, William Herschel, John Keats, Bruno Latour, Paul Ricouer, C. P. Snow, William Wordsworth

III. Course Description

This course will be somewhat unusual, since the thematic focus for the class is designed to intersect the concerns to be discussed at the 8th Annual North American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR), “Romanticism and the Physical,” which will convene at the Tempe Mission Palms September 14-17, 2000. I am one of the conference organizers, and the class will be given an ‘insider’s view’ of a complex issue at the core of current constructions of “Romanticism.” The primary aim for the course will be to establish the parameters of debate currently within the discourses of Romantic thought, with students actually attending sessions and working during the conference. This should provide a unique opportunity to hear a plethora of important critical voices assess the varied ways that Romantic writers (American, British, and European) address the physical and material aspects of existence in their works. The concerns for the class range from the primary and practical to the secondary and theoretical, and the reading will unfold in matched sets designed to promote open dialogue among peers in the class.

IV. Course Requirements

The first assignment will be to undertake a reading journal for the class, and you should offer critical responses addressing some aspect of the assigned reading for any given week (due date = December 5th). The second assignment will be a report (1,500-2,000 words: due date = September 26th) on the papers delivered in a discrete session of the NASSR conference itself (excluding the two plenary addresses), and the goal for this assignment is to provide a detailed summative report on session papers and to analysis the efficacy of the efforts offered by panelists. The third assignment will be a book review (2,500 word maximum), and I will bring to class on August 29th the list of potential texts (only one review per text, first-come, first serve: due = October 17th). The fourth assignment will be the submission of a prospectus for the research paper to be completed for the class; the prospectus should offer a 500-word abstract of the proposed topic of research, an annotated bibliography (15-item minimum) of secondary sources pertaining to your topic, and a projected outline for the paper (due date = November 7th). Of course, the last assignment will be the completed research paper (due date = November 28th).

The grade will be generated as follows:

Reading Journal



100 points

NASSR Report



200 points

Book Review




200 points

Research Prospectus



100 points

Research Paper



300 points

Participation




100 points

V. Other Matters of Concern

A is for Absences: since the class only meets once per week, your presence is a requirement for the class, although I know that occasionally accidents will happen. If you are going to miss a class, please notify me in advance when possible (preferably by e-mail).

C is for Completeness: for any discrete assignment, your must complete all that is asked of your, and I will not grade an assignment in a partial state of completion.

L is for Late Papers: since one aim of the class is to prepare you for academic work within higher education and within a discrete field of literary studies (in this case, “Romantic Studies”), there is a zero-tolerance established for the submission of late materials.

VI. Schedule of Activities/Reading

08/22

Introduction to the Course



Review of Course Syllabus



Review of Course Activities (NASSR)



Hand-outs = 1) “Time Line of Scientific and Related Literary Publications 


and Discoveries Leading to Frankenstein,” and 2) NASSR 




Program (Tentative).

A. Boundary Conditions: Romanticism & Enlightenment Epistemology

08/29

N. K. Hayles, “Complex Dynamics in Literature & Science” (reserve)



W. Heisenberg, “Language and Reality in Modern Physics” (reserve)



T. Kuhn, “The Nature and Necessity of Scientific Revolutions” (on reserve)



G. Levine, “One Culture: Science and Literature” (reserve)



C. P. Snow, “The Two Cultures” (reserve)

09/05

M. Brown, “Romanticism and Enlightenment” (reserve)



T. Hankins, Science and the Enlightenment (1-16)



M. Horkheimer and T. Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment (reserve)



Final Selection of NASSR Sections


B. Romanticism and the Physical: NASSR and Beyond
09/12

No Class: North American Society for the Study of Romanticism



8th Annual Conference, “Romanticism and the Physical”



September 14 – 17, 2000
09/19

Cunningham & Jardine, “Introduction,” Romanticism and the Sciences (reserve)



Knight, “Romanticism and the Sciences” (reserve)



M. Lussier, Romantic Dynamics (13-46)



J. Smith, “Reweaving the Rainbow” (reserve)

C. Blake & Enlightenment Epistemology
09/26

“There is No Natural Religion [A] & [B]”



and  The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 



Blake’s Annotations to Swedenborg’s works (601-11)



Blake’s Annotations to Watson and Bacon (611-33)



NASSR Session Report Due (provide disk copy for uploading to webpage)
10/03

Contrary States: Songs of Innocence and of Experience



For Children: The Gates of Paradise

10/10

Zoa and Emanation: The Book of Urizen & The Book of Ahania 



Literature, Science, Ideology: Milton


Blake’s Letters to Mr. Butts (718-34)



Lussier, “Blake’s Vortex, or The Quantum Bridge in Milton,” Romantic 



Dynamics
C. Blake, Politics, and Materiality of Nature
10/10

Geopolitical Aesthetics


America, A Prophecy,



Europe, A Prophecy and The Song of Los


Serres, “War, Peace” (1-26)

10/17

Consciousness and Cosmos: Nature & the Subject


The Book of Thel 



Sexual Politics: Myth and History


Visions of the Daughters of Albion


Lussier: “Blake’s Deep Ecology”

10/18

Department Colloquium (3:15-4:30 PM, LL 316)


Lussier, “Resisting Critical Erasure, or Blake Beyond Postmodernity”



& Postludium: “Romanticism and Buddhism”
D. The Poles of Shelley’s Poeticized Science

10/24

Material Process


Queen Mab and “Mont Blanc”



Pulos, “The Role of Scepticism in Shelley’s Thought” (519-24)



Vivian, “The One ‘Mont Blanc’” (569-79)



Serres, “The Natural Contract” (27-50)

10/31

The Nature of Consciousness


Alastor and “Hymn to Intellectual Beauty”



Gibson, “Alastor: A Reinterpretation”

E. Shelley and The Material World
11/7

The Geopolitics of Italy


“Lines Written Among the Euganean Hills”



“Julian and Maddalo”



Reiman, “Structure, Symbol, and Theme in ‘Lines written among the Euganean 


Hills” (579-96)

11/14

Shelley’s Grand Synthesis

 

Prometheus Unbound


Abrams, “Shelley’s Prometheus Unbound” (596-603)



Hughes, “Potentiality in Prometheus Unbound” (603-20)



Lussier, “Wave Dynamics as Primary Ecology in Shelley’s Prometheus 



Unbound” (hand-out)



Serres, “Science, Law” (51-96)

E. Permutations of Frankenstein
11/21

M. Shelley, Frankenstein


Lussier, “Methodic Sadism/Symbolic Misogyny”



Weart, “The Physicist as Mad Scientist,” Physics Today (reserve)



Serres, “Casting Off” (97-124)

11/28

Frankenstein


“The Haunted Summer” (film)

12/01

Frankenstein



“Young Frankenstein” (film)

FINAL EXAMINATION: Round Table Discussion: Romanticism and Materiality
� William Blake, “A Vision of the Last Judgment,” 565.


� Percy Bysshe Shelley, Prometheus Unbound (II.v: 118-20).





