College-Level Writing Resources:

Books:
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The Writing Teacher’s Sourcebook, by Edward P. J. Corbett, Nancy Myers and Gary Tate is one of the seminal texts for college-level composition instruction.   This text is a wonderful resource for writing teachers and writing program administrators as it offers historical and current information about the profession, information about the theory and practice of teaching writing and exercises for the college level classroom.  You can view this book and purchase it at Amazon at  http://www.amazon.com/Writing-Teachers-Sourcebook-Edward-Corbett/dp/0195123778/ref=pd_bbs_sr_2/105-8214457-1234845?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186987677&sr=8-2.

 
Gary Tate, one of the authors of the previous book, published A Guide to Composition Pedagogies in 2000 which addresses the overlap between composition theory and pedagogy and introduces the many different philosophies of teaching writing.  The book addresses twelve of the most important approaches to teaching writing including process, expressive, rhetorical, collaborative and critical, among others.  You can review this text at http://www.amazon.com/Guide-Composition-Pedagogies-Gary-Tate/dp/0195125363/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_b/105-8214457-1234845?ie=UTF8&qid=1186987677&sr=8-2.

Many instructors at the college level often debate what, exactly, college-level writing is.  An extremely thoughtful—and thought provoking—collection on this topic was recently published (in 2006) by the National Council of Teachers of English.  Edited by Patrick Sullivan and Howard Tinberg, What is “College-Level” Writing? is a text that addresses this essential question with articles by Edward M. White, Lynn Z. Bloom and Kathleen Blake Yancey, among many other well-known composition scholars.  Members of NCTE can also receive a discount on the text by ordering through the NCTE website.  Learn more about this book and purchase it at http://www.ncte.org/store/books/125380.htm?source=gs.  

NCTE also offers an exceptional teaching book entitled Writing at the Threshold: Featuring 56 Ways to Prepare High School and College Students to Think and Write at the College Level by Larry Weinstein, a professor at Brandeis University.  This text is exceptional as it offers not only sound theory but 56 classroom-tested, immediately-useful teaching ideas.  The ideas in this book are particularly useful for freshman level composition courses as they encourage not only thoughtful writing but critical thinking and analysis skills.  There are very few books that offer classroom activity ideas for the college-level composition classroom which makes this book even more unique and valuable.  You can learn more about it (and buy it!) at http://www.ncte.org/store/books/comp/106299.htm.

Walking on Water: Reading, Writing, and Revolution by Derrick Jensen is a book that offers a new and courageous look at writing at all levels, although Jensen is primarily experienced at teaching at the college level and in prisons in the Pacific Northwest.  In this text Jensen looks at writing, teaching and creativity and helps teachers and students alike to see how traditional education can confine us in these areas.  While this book is not particularly well known, it is the most thought-provoking and inspiring book about composition that I have ever read.  You can order it here:   http://www.amazon.com/Walking-Water-Reading-Writing-Revolution/dp/1931498482.

Strategies for Teaching First-Year Composition, edited by Duane H. Roen et. al., is also an exceptional resource for new and experienced writing instructors.  This 626-page text incorporates classroom-tested ideas, suggestions on developing syllabi, peer-response activities, and other practical advice for composition instructors.  You can purchase this text on Amazon by clicking http://www.amazon.com/Strategies-Teaching-First-Year-Composition-Duane/dp/0814147496/ref=pd_sim_b_3/105-8214457-1234845?ie=UTF8&qid=1186989898&sr=1-1.  

Websites:

The Dartmouth Writing Program offers a wonderful resource to college-level composition instructors with materials that address pedagogy in teaching the writing process, argument, critical thinking, modes of discourse and writing through literature and methods pieces on teaching grammar and style, creating writing assignments and using peer groups among many other thoughtful ideas.  Visit the Dartmouth Writing Program website at http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/faculty/toc.shtml. 

The Purdue OWL Handouts and Presentations website, run by Purdue University, offers instructors handouts and PowerPoint presentations on over one hundred writing principles.  OWL also offers extensive materials on citation information for APA, MLA and Chicago citation styles and is a premier resources for any college-level composition instructor.  You can visit this website at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/.

The Bedford Bibliography for Teachers of Writing offers an online, annotated bibliography for educators with an index for teachers of writing that addresses resources in the history and theory of teaching writing, composing, literacy and the rhetoric of writing, and curriculum development, among other resources.  You can view this publication online at http://www.bedfordbooks.com/bb/contents.html  and a print version is available (for sale) as well through www.bedfordbooks.com.  

The Writing @ Colorado State University website offers hundreds of unique teaching ideas, PDF booklets that include teaching guides, first-year composition resources and teaching links.  The teaching activities bank resources have been particularly useful for many composition instructors and range in topics from  creating and building claims to argument quizzes and evaluating writing, among a myriad of different topics useful to the college-level composition instructor.  Visit the Writing @ Colorado State University website at http://writing.colostate.edu/teaching.cfm.  Please note that while some of the resources require a password and login (for Colorado State instructors only) most are available to the general public and are very useful!

The National Writing Project offers ideas for English teachers in all areas, from assessment to teacher research and the teaching of writing.  One of their many useful publications includes the PDF booklet 30 Ideas for Teaching Writing which offers exactly that- 30 classroom-tested, thoughtful, engaging activities to teach writing.  You can review this publication, and the website which is chock full of useful information, at http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/922#Fifteen.  The NWP website is also filled with invaluable texts, very much worth reviewing and purchasing or borrowing from a local library.  
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