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How far 
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How far are you willing to go to make a difference? 


Read through the book summary and follow the links provided to learn more about the world in which In the Name of God is set.   Then complete the quiz.
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Book Summary  


In her debut novel, In the Name of God, Paul Jolin explores current events and tensions between Islam and the Western world through the eyes of a seventeen-year-old Syrian Muslim girl, Nadia.  
 
Like any seventeen-year-old, Nadia worries about school, money and boys, but she must also worry about the expectations placed on proper hijabi girls in an Islamic society.

Moreover, the political and religious tensions of a post-911 world are invading her home life, forcing her to define herself not only as a young woman, but also as a young Muslim woman.
When a close family member is violently arrested from his home by the Alawis, the secret police, for advocating a return to strict Islamic law in Syria, Nadia must decide where her allegiance lies—with her family or her faith.  Her search for answers leads her into the underground world of Islamic fundamentalism, and a decision about what she believes is her Muslim responsibility a strife-torn world. Ultimately, Nadia will have to decide how far she is willing to go to make a difference.
Textbook Vocabulary Terms:

Jinn

http://lexicorient.com/e.o/jinn.htm
manteau
http://www.womenforafghanwomen.org/press/hijab.html
hijab

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvHGigXbm20
fajr

http://islam.about.com/library/glossary/bldef-fajr.htm
muezzin
http://www.allaboutturkey.com/mosque2.htm
hijabi

http://www.soundvision.com/Info/news/hijab/hjb.nonhijabi.asp
galabiya
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,871322,00.html
mercenaries
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercenary
History and Geography:
Al Jazeera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Jazeera

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlneYBToZcw
Damascus
http://www.damascus-online.com/history.htm
http://concise.britannica.com/dday/print?articleId=110115&fullArticle=true&tocId=25661
Emirates  
 http://www.virtual-emiratespalace.com/#
Iraq

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107644.html
http://memory.loc.gov/frd/cs/iqtoc.html
Israeli Palestinian Conflict

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth_coverage/middle_east/conflict/
Lebanon  
 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/le.html
Mukhayyam al Yarmuk    
http://www.maplandia.com/syria/dimashq/mukhayyam-al-yarmuk/
http://www.tageo.com/index-e-sy-v-08-d-m3502268.htm
Palestinian Refugee Camps
http://www.un.org/unrwa/refugees/whois.html
Shia Sect
http://www.history.com/classroom/unesco/jerusalem/muslim_period.html
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/intro/islam-shiia.htm
Syria  

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/801669.stm
Tel Aviv
http://www.visit-tlv.co.il/usa/minisite5.html?gclid=CNSD162lyI8CFQLaYAodCnWt1Q
http://news.google.com/news?q=TEl+Aviv&hl=en&client=safari&rls=en&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&oi=news_result&resnum=1&ct=title
9/11

http://www.september11news.com/
Islamic Culture:
Arab food
http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sch618/Food_and_Farming/Arab_Food.html
Marriage customs


http://www.jordanjubilee.com/meetfolk/marriage.htm#The%20contract%20:
Practices and Pillars 

http://islam.about.com/od/prayer/Prayer_Salat.htm
Qu’ran
  
http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/quran/
Ramadan     
http://www.holidays.net/ramadan/story.htm
Searchable Koran   
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/k/koran/
Popular Culture:
Bride and Prejudice 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0361411/trailers-screenplay-E23191-314
The Bold and the Beautiful    http://www.cbs.com/daytime/bb/
Quiz


1. What does hijabi mean to Nadia? 

2. Choose one chapter epigraph and discuss its relation to the proceeding chapter. 

3. In what ways does Nadia’s mother hope that Nadia’s life will be different from her own?

4. Read pages 56-59. Rewrite the chapter, inserting yourself in the conversation. How would you respond to Nadia?

5. Does the book make a clear political statement?  
Evaluation



You will be graded on your Ideas and Content using the following rubric: http://www.ade.state.az.us/sbtl/6traits/IdeasContent.pdf
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About the Author: Paula Jolin

Paula Jolin spent most of the last decade living and working in the Middle East.  She has a masters degree in Islamic Studies and has written a number of magazine articles about Islam and the Arab world.  She lives in North Carolina with her husband and two children.  In the Name of God, is Ms. Jolin’s first book. (courtesy of Roaring Brook Press)

http://classof2k7.com/authors/paula_jolin.php
http://www.paulajolin.com/Links.html
http://www.classof2k7.com/interviews/authors/paula_jolin/
http://www.bookpage.com/0704bp/paula_jolin.html
http://us.macmillan.com/splash/publishers/roaring-brook-press.html
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