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“To exist is to change, to change is to mature, to mature is to go on creating oneself endlessly,” said Henri Bergson, a French philosopher.  This changing, maturing and creating process is known as “coming of age.”  In the graphic novel, Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi, Marji goes through this coming of age process while struggling through the Islamic Revolution in Iran.  She takes on new responsibilities and must learn to cope with the new ways of her society that she does not understand or believe in.  She is forced into a new school without her friends because schools were no longer bilingual and she is also forced to wear a veil that covers her hair.  


Through graphic representations, we are able to see what Marji struggles through, though her own eyes.  She must learn to make responsible choices in her life in order to survive.  She knows she must stand up for herself, but must also learn her priorities and that there are consequences for her actions.  She is constantly rebelling against society’s rules, but when her mother informs her what they do to little girls that get arrested for resisting the new policies, Marji gains a new sense of reality.  This story is a true recollection of the author’s life.  It is a hard book to put down, and is so emotional that it will bring a tear to the reader’s eye.  There is also a sequel, Persepolis 2, if you would like to continue reading Marji’s story.

Rubric:

	Persepolis 
	


	Levels:
	1 Incomplete  
	2 Poor  
	3 Average  
	4 Excellent  
	Score 
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Criteria:
	
	
	
	
	

	  
	Not all questions are answered. 
	All questions are completely answered. 
	All questions are completely answered with minor errors. 
	All questions are completely answered with detailed, accurate and well-developed answers. 
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