



Letters from Buxton


Background:  Nearly all of adults in Buxton left behind people they loved when they escaped from slavery.  In the chapter titled “Mail from America” Elijah is sent to nearby Chatham to collect the mail because there is no post office in Buxton.  While collecting the mail, Elijah sees a letter from America and knows that it brings news of someone’s left-behind loved one.

Assignment: After exploring the webquest links about Elijah of Buxton, and reading the book yourself, your assignment is to choose one of the following adult characters from Elijah of Buxton and write a letter from that character to his or her family back in America.  Consider what you might want them to know about yourself and your new life, about Buxton and the events that happen there, and about how you hope to see them again in Canada. 
Process:  

1.  Choose one of the following characters: Mrs. Holton, Mr. LeRoy, Mrs. Chloe, Mrs. Freeman, Mr. Brown or Mrs. Brown.
2.  Use the RAFT to help you plan your letter:

Role:  What/who are you in the assignment?  
Audience:  To whom are you writing?

Format:  What are you writing?

Topic:  What are you writing about?
3. Write a personal letter from your character to his of her family in America in which you include specific references to places, people, events, and ideas that you found in the webquest and the book.  Make sure to follow the format for a personal letter including the date, heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature.  You may choose to include a post script. 
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Evaluation:  You will graded on ideas and organization.  To do well, include as many details from the book and the webquest as you can, and follow the example for formatting a personal letter.
Ezekiel Leroy











