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Elijah Freeman: A Mile in His Shoes
“To live is to choose.  But to choose well, you must know who you are

and what you stand for, where you want to go and why you want to 

get there.”







- Kofi Annan
Part 1: Elijah

“Elijah of Buxton” by Christopher Paul Curtis, has many underlying 

themes woven throughout the book, including individual rights, 

personal growth, and courage.  Elijah’s parents and almost all of the 

residents of Buxton made their way to Canada via the Underground 

Railroad.  For this activity you will be researching the risks and rewards 

of the Underground Railroad.  

Before the Civil War, the United States of America was divided into Free States and Slave States.  For those individuals living in captivity, the bonds of slavery, took a physical and emotional toll.   Many wished for a better life, one without slavery.  Canada outlawed slavery in 1834.  As a result, many slaves made their way north to Canada towards freedom.  In the process they were aided by individuals who defied the law to assist those in search of freedom.  
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Step 1: Navigate through the Road to Freedom interactive exhibit 
to explore the many risks taken by Runaway Slaves on their 
journey to Canada.

Step 2: Develop a Pro/Con worksheet giving examples of the 
positives and negatives of being involved with the Underground
Railroad.

Your Mission: Would you have taken the risks that were 
associated with becoming part of the Underground Railroad 
(either escaping slavery or assisting fugitives)?  Why or why 

   not? 
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Written Requirements: 

· Your response must include an introduction, body, and conclusion.

· You must provide at least three supporting details taken from your research.  It must be clear that you have used the information from the webquest to support your opinion.

            *****See Grading Rubric to check your work.
Part 2: Who I Am
“The final forming of a person’s character lies in their own hands.”

-Anne Frank
Throughout the book Elijah was often referred to as a fragile child.  However when called to action, Elijah Freeman stepped up and responded with integrity.  In your own life you may never get the chance to save a child but you will be faced with challenges in which your actions will reveal your true character.  Think about a cause (immigration, global warming, civil rights, school uniforms, local policies, etc.) that you have a genuine interest in and would like to make a positive change.  Determine what is it that you would do to make a difference in your life, community, and ultimately the world?  

Step 1: Answer the following questions in your journal- How do you want to be remembered?  What legacy do you want to leave behind?
Step 2: Research your topic on the internet.

Your Mission: Create a “Call to Action” for those in your community in which you address your topic.  Think about how you could bring together your peers/community to work towards your cause. 
· Your call to action must include a written proposal indicating what steps you would take to bring about change.  Your response must include an introduction, body, and conclusion.
· You must provide at least three supporting details taken from your research to support your proposal.
· You must present your “Call to Action” in an open forum in class.  This may occur in the form of a letter to the editor, speech, poster, radio address, public service announcement, etc.   
*****See Grading Rubric to check your work.
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All Goods Things Must Come to an End
 “In the long run, we shape our lives, and we shape ourselves.  The process never ends until we die.  And the choices we make are ultimately our own responsibility.” 


-Eleanor Roosevelt

Congratulations!  You have walked a mile in Elijah’s shoes by making several difficult decisions.  Life is full of choices and our actions make us who we are.  
Assessment: You will be evaluated on your written responses utilizing the AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric for Voice and Ideas & Content.  In addition you will be graded on your participation and presentation of your “Call to Action” during the open forum in class.  
