The University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) is located in the largest metropolitan area and the industrial and commercial heart of South Africa. Wits is recognised both nationally and internationally for the quality of its graduates and its excellence in teaching, research and service to industry and society. It has a long standing commitment to

University autonomy, academic freedom and non-discrimination.

The origins of the University of the Witwatersrand lie in the South African School of

Mines, which was established in Kimberly in 1896 and moved to Johannesburg in 1904.

Other departments were added as Johannesburg grew and full university status was granted in 1922.